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DEDICATION. 



TO THE KING. 

SIRE, 

IT is the peculiar glory of 
Your Majesty*s reign, that it has en- 
larged the bounds of fcience, increaf- 
ed the accommodations and comforts 
of life, and extended the refearches of 
knowledge, as far as the daring fpirit of 
difcovery can penetrate, or man exift. 

Under Your Majesty^s aufpices, we 
have feen Teas explored and lands laid 
open, where Europeans had never ven- 

VoL. !• A tured 
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tiired before. We have feen toa, that 
difcovery has been made fubfervient 
to the molt valuable purpofes of hu- 
man life, by a reciprocal exchange of 
the bleffings of different climates* The 
fruits, roots, and animals of our own 
country have been tranfplanted with 
fuccefs into the iflands of the remoteft 
eaft; and that ric^i produ£lion, the 
bread-fruit-tree, will foon, we truft, fo- 
lace the natives of the extrcmeft weft. 

While thofc important ends were more 
immediately in view, inferior objefts 
have not been ne^lefted. From the la- 
bours and obfervatioris of navigators, the 
extcnfion of fcientific knowledge has 
been blended with the moll interefting 

amufe* 
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amiifement; and the folitary ftudent, 
the commercial adventurer, and indeed 
every clafs and defcription of men, can 
attend a Byhon, a Wallis, a Cook, 
a MuLGRAVE, or a Biigh through 
thofe voyages which Your Majesty's 
wifdom planned ; and reap the benefit 
of the acquifitlon, or enjoy, the plea- 
fure of the narrative, without the dan- 
ger and the toil. 

To whom then can a new collec- 
tion of voyages and travels with 
more propriety be dedicated than to 
YoyR Majesty ? P>om you. Sire, the 
moft important of them originated. At 
once diftinguiflied as the patron and 
judge of whatever adds elegance to 
A g life. 
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life, or folidity to amuferaent ; of what- 
ever expands the wing of fciencej or 
humanizes the heart, thofe works, whofc 
profefled intention is to promote fuch 
important objefts, have fome claims 
to Your Majesty's proteQion. On; 
this bafis I reft my hope, that the prefent 
attempt will not be difregarded* 

Long may Your MajestV's virtues 
illumine tht world, and late receive 
their well-earned reward in another, is 
the fervent prayer of, SIRE, 

YOUR majesty's 

MOST DEVOTED 

if 
SUBJECT AND SERVANT^ 

^§ndonf Oiioher 18, 179^* 

WILLIAM MAYOR. 



PREFATORY INTRODUCTIOK. 



IN the early ages of the worlJ^ the mlgrat. 
tior.s of mankind were few. Their wants 
being circumlcribeJ by their ignorance of lux» 
uries, they general! vr paffed a kind of vegetative 
life on the Ipot where they were born. Their 
views extendtid ho farther than to the procuring 
Jimple ncceffaries; and few 'countries, where 
men ha^c fixed their reiidence, are fo ftcril and 
inhofpitabie as not to fupply thofe.. 

Tiie admirers of uncultivated or favage life 
recur with pleafure to thoFe days when hunting 
was the chief amufement; milk and herbs the 
principal fiipport of man ; and nature the guide 
and the modeller of his paffions. By degrees, 
however, ambition crept in to difturb his re- 
pofe : he longed to enjoy a more fertile fpot, 
which his neighbour occupied ; to poffefs more 
numerous flocks and herds ; and to lodge in 
more artificial and commodious dwellings. 
Ambition paved the way to commerce ; and 
commerce ended in civilization and refinement. 
By thefe, the wants of mankind were multi- 
phed, and the mind gained a new ftimulus from 
tbe deftre of fupplying themv H^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
A3 €nco^^a£ 
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encouraged, diligence rewarded, and every fa- 
culty oftlie foul, roufed'from tlic torpor of in- 
aftion, ftans inio lite and motion. 

Such were the progreflfive fteps by which 
the human kind advar.csd from limpUcity to 
artificial exiftcnce. And if the former has us 
admirers, it cannot be denied hut that the latter 
has grven rife to all the energies which exalt 
the man above the brute and confer on him 
an unequivocal claim to pre*erainence in the 
fciile of being. . 

We will not deny but that commerce occ^*. 
fions as nunv Wdnts as it relieves ; and that, if 
indolence is blifs, we ihould iiave been happier 
\vithoutit. But man was not deilined for in- 
activity, and vvhen his labours are direfted to 
a prci>er poinr, ihev either afford individual 
profit or pleafure ; either benefit himfelf or the 
community. 

The npbleft principles of the foul lay dor- 
ma^u, till adfcitiiious wants calltd them into 
adlion. Who could ftiew generofity, when 
pone ftood in need of aflillance? who could 
difplay the virtues of charity and humanity, 
when all were on a level in property and enjoy- 
ments ? Bv extending the bounds of knowledge 
and of imiuftry, we hive increafed :he empire 
of happinefs; he who makes us acquainted 
with what we knew not before, is furely a 
benefa<3:or to his kind ; and he who fupplies a 
want which another feels, though intqreft may 
dired his diligence, will always be cftiraabld 
in the icale of poUihed fockty,- 
. . . .» . * From 
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From this (hort dedudlion, which we con* 
Cdcr as explanatory of the principles from 
which the fubjedU of our intended labours ori- 
ginated, it will evidently appear, that though cu- 
riofity may have adtiated fome minds, yet the 
defire of gain and the profegution of commerce 
were the principal caufes of the emigrations of 
men, and of their advances in refinement. 

In proportion as tbefe have had an influence 
on human condudl, new countries have been 
explored ; and the whole race of men has beea 
united by a tie, lefs pure, indeed, than the focial, 
but no lefs permanent in its operations and efFe£ht 

But various caufes confpired to prohibit the 
free intercourfe of nations in early ages ; and 
hence, general civilization was lare in taking 
place. Before the difcovery of the magnetic 
needle, a few coafting voyaj>;es limited the pur- 
fuits of the moft a^ive and the mpft inquifi- 
tivc ; and travellers were equally rare. 

After this noble invention, by degrees, the 
thirll of gold or the love of novelty prompted 
cnterprifmg fpirits to extend their intercourfe. 
Every attempt brought new acceifions of 
pleafure or pro&t, A Columbus difcovered a. 
new world, and De Gama laid open the trei-' 
fures of the eaft, wjth more facility than the 
produce of a fingle kingdom can be conveyed 
from one extremity to the other. 

Since that period, HI u rope at l^afl:, has beeor 
rapidly advancing in all the arts that embe!li(h 
^nd dignify life ; and ti\e refearches and narra-; 
tivcsofthe aAvqoturQus.vQyagcr and jhe curious: 

traveller^ 
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traveller have frequently amufed the injolp-nt, 
or inftrufted the inquifitive. 

* Man, indeed, as a citizen of the world, feels 
a natural intereft in all that concerns his fel- 
Ipw men. The rudeft traits of feature or of 
charaSer, in diftant nations, ferve to excite 
him, hy fingularity ; or tofolace him, by com- 
parifon. He enters into the views ofthpfe 
-who have ftrove to entertain or iriftru6l him, 
with a relifli proportioned to the dangers they 
have encountered, or the diligence and refolu- 
tfon they have difplayed ; and hence, of all 
ftudies, npt abfolutely njBceflary to his well- 
being) in a ftate of polifhed focicry, none are 
more cheriihed than thofe which combine norr 
veltv with information, through the medium 
of Voyages a^d Travels, 

Of thefe, our own country has produced a 
luxuriant and valuable crop ; but whatever me7 
rit particular works of this kind may have, 
there is no general collection that is not be- 
come obfolete by lime, or imperfcdl by fubfe* 
qucnt difcovcries. The early accounts tranfr 
mitted to us are, perhaps, lefs chargeable with 
intentional fallacy than unavoidable ignorance. 
When fcience was at a low ebb in general, i^ 
<Jannot be fuppofecl, that ihe intererted adven- 
turer, or even the diligent enquirer, was al- 
ways able to difcriminate with exad^nefs, or 
to record with fidelity. Much, therefore, that 
has been accumulated by former affiduity, wil| 
|)e defervcdly rejected by modern tarte and 
tbarning. It is only repeated touches that cB/n 

- ^ produce 
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produce any thing like perfeSion • and thou Af: 
feme of our precieceffors have done all that cir-^ 
cumdances would allow, fubfcquent examina-* 
tion and difcovery have proved, that much ftill: 
remains to be done, to gratify the judicious^ 
and to pleafe the curious. 

Purchase's Pilgrims, of antiquated datCf' 
were fuperfeded by Churchill's Coile<aions. 
Harris's might be conlidereJ as a rival public 
cation of the latter. Astley's Voyages and 
Travels followed; Thefe are the grand works,. • 
on this fubje£l, in our language, which can be 
named in a colledive and refpedabie lidit;- 
and tlie laft of them was publifhed upwards of 
half a century ago. Since that period, fingle 
Voyages and Travels have been multiplied to 
an amazing degree ; and as the lad enquirer ba^ 
always the beft chance of obtaining excellence, 
and of courfe has ufed all the new lights and^ 
difcovcricfs ; whatever relates to manners, to 
foil, to climate, to produce, to natural or: 
artificial curiofities, are mod advantageoufly 
viewed through the medium of regent pnblica* 
tions. 

But the expence attending the purchafe af» 
a complete coUsdtion of fcattered works on 
the fubjeft of voyages and travels ; the time 
they would confume to read them all ; and the 
little intered that general readers can take in 
particular parts, interlarded as they are with 
ftale geographical defcriptions and unfcienti-*^ 
fie remarks, fuggefted the propriety and utili-^ 
t^ of fuch a feledion as might fatisfy without 
• '• fatiguini' 
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fdk\gmi\g9 and convey the moft requifitc In-t 
formation at a price too iifnited to be regarded, 
. To accomplifti this, we have thought pro- 
per to give a hiftorical account of the moil 
celebrated and intcrefting voyage?, travels, dif- 
CoverieSy and fhipwrecks, divefted, as far as 
pof&bley of technical phraics and cumbrous 
minutiae. Our plan is, to concentrate the 
wide rapge of publications on this fubjedk into 
^ narrow compafs, and to deliver them in uni* 
form diftion and connedted narrative ; to pre* 
icrve every circuinftance that can amufe or 
inftruf^, to entertain the fancy, and to huma^ 
pizc the heart, Charafter and incident '?irc 
the principal traits we v ifti to feize ; and by 
apt reflections, to make man the friend of man, 
)$ our leading aim, To this end, our labours 
have been invariably direfted, whatever may hq 
OUT fuccefs ; af>d though of this we do not de- 
ijjair, we are animated by higher views an4 
liiore honourable motives, than thofe which 
can arife from a wiih to gratify vicious tafte, 
or conciliate worthlefs favour, at the ex pence 
of the approbation of the wife aqd the good, 
and the diftates of confcience and duty. 

We confefs we have written with an eye to 
youthful innocence and female delicacy. Our 
pages, therefore, we trull will not offend, 
ihould tliey fail to pleafe, To deferve praife, 
may require the efforts of fuperior genius or 
application; but to avoid juft blame, is furely 
jn ^n author's p wn power, 

. • To 
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To the public, we owe this brief and candid 
explanation of ouj fenciments and intentions:, 
we are ambitious of its patronage, and have 
ftudied to deferve it* 

The engravings which at once embellifli and 
illuftrat^ this work, will, in point of execution> 
be found fuperior to any that have hitherto 
been offered in fimilar publications* In a word> 
no expence has been fpared to render this hew 
Collection of Voyages and Travels worthy a 
place in the pocket, the parlour, or the library, 
and to gain it admiflion into fchools and feau* 
naries tor either fex. 
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FIRST VOYAGE 
or 

COLUMBUS. 



CONVINCED that it gratifies the heft fecf* 
logs of the human heart, to gain informatioti 
refpeding thofe who have benefited mankind by 
difcoveries^ or enlightened them by knowledge^ 
w^roean, as far as poffible, to give a fliort bio- 
graphical account of the. voyagers and travellers, 
from whofe labours we have.fclcded the fubjedt 
of our volumes. 

The hiftory of the illuftrious name with which 
\7e commence our work, is fo conne6ted with hrs 
voyages and difcoveries, that it is beft delineated 
from them. Of the parentage and early educatioa 
of Columbus, little is authentically known. He 
vas born at Genoa in 1442 ; and will ever be one ' 
of (he mod diftinguiihed honours of that ftate.^ 
His father, it is foppofed," was a wool- comber, 
and that himfelf was at firft defiined for the fame 
occupation. Be that as it may, it appears, that 
be fludied mathematics with affiduity and faccefs 
at the univerfity of Pavia ; and this ftody, after- 
wards carried into a6tion, by the pradice of n?r- 
vigation, led him to form judex notions of \bo 

Vol-. I. B fi^u' 



2 FIRST V0TA6B OF 

£gnre of the earthy than any of his contompera* 
ries^ and to extend the boundaries of knowledge 
and of the world. 

The corre^ idea this great mind had conceived 
of the terraqueous globe, gave birth to his delign $ 
but the imperfedion of all the maps then to be 
confulted, made him mifiake the objed. He pro- 
pofed to find a nearer paffage to the Indies and 
China, by failing weftward. Venice and Genoa, 
at that time, engroifed almod the whole trade of 
Europe 3 and, in confequence, a rivalry and jeal- 
oufy, which had given rife to frequent wars^ al- 
ways exided bptwcen them. Venice, however, 
maintained her fuperiority: ihe had drawn to 
l^erfelf nearly Ihe collected commerce of the Eafl, 
which had been hitherto carried on by way of 
^^pt and the Red Sea. . 

As Columbus was a native of the rival date, it 
is probable that a fpirit of patriotifm firft anlnaat- 
ed his views of difcovering a more'dired paifage 
to India $ and, by that means, of transferring this 
lucrative trade to his own country. But timid 
caution, reinforced by incredulity, deprived Genoa 
of the advantages intended for her. Columbiis 
having difcharged the duty of a good citizen, by 
xnakipg in vain his firft propofal of proieculiDg 
difcoveries for the benefit of his country, felt 
bimfclf free from the obligation which nature 
had impofed on his iervices. (lis next application 
was to the court of France, bnt with no better 
f^cce^6. Henry VII. then filled the throne of 
Sng^-and^ and to that prince Columbus di (patch- 
^ bis brother Bartholomew on the fame hufinefs. 
;|i*his ill-fated adventurer was taken and plunder- 
^ by pirates on his paflage, and, on his arrival in 
LoudoQ, was reduced to fuch (extreme poverty, 
- 3 that 
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thai he coald not make a fufSciently decent ap- 
pearance to demand an audience of the king. But 
perfevering diligence feems to have been charac- 
terifUc of this family. Bartholomew^ by drawing 
and felling maps and charts, foon acquired fome 
reputation; and having equipped himfeif in a 
proper ftyle for gaining accefs to the £ngli(h fove* 
reign« obtained this honour in 1488; and met 
with fnch encouragement, that he adually enter* 
ed into an agreement with Henry on behalf of 
his brother, ^veral years before Chrifiopher had 
finally fecured a patron. It is well known, how-* 
ever, that this country loft the honour that was 
put within its grafp. 

While Bartholomew was foliciting the £ngli(h 
court, the great projector, his brother, had made 
a pcrfonal application to the government of Por- 
tugal^ «where he experienced nothing but ridicule 
and contempt. 

In fuperior minds there is a firmnefs that rifes 
above ordinary difappointments, and in all projec- 
tors there is an enthufiafm, abfolutely neceifary to 
give efficacy to their fchemes.' Columbus was not 
to be depreiTed. He now repaired to Cadile, and 
offered his fervices to Ferdinand and Ifabella. For 
eight years he fubmitted to delays, to infults, and 
to the prefumption of ignorance, till his patience 
was at lad exhanfted ; and he had a^nally taken 
leave of CaHile, in order to proceed to England in 
queft of his brother, with whofe fortune he was 
totally, unacquainted. He was, however, unexr 
pededly recalled by the queen, Ifabella, at the 
earned importunity of her confeffor; and her 
majefty was now prevailed on to accede to the 
demand^ of Columbus, and to furniih him with 
money for his expedition. 

B2 Thr 
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The patierit projedor was raifed to tbe rabkof 
fldtniral ; and it was (tipulated that all .civil em- 
ploy men t8,iti tbc TAaDds and continent to be diP- 
eoveredi (liould be wholly at his difpofal ; that he 
iliould nofpiTfate judges in Spain for India a^Eairs^ 
and over and above the falaries and perquiiites of 
admiral, viceroy^ and governor, he Hiould have a 
certain ,(hare in the profits of the foreign trade 
and the domedic imports from his difcoveries. 

Thefe preliminariea being adjured, he repaired 
to Palos, to foperintend the equipment of the 
little fleet entrnfied to his command. This con- 
iifted of three imall vetifds, the Santa Maria^ car- 
rying the admiral's flag; the La Pinta, command* 
ed by Martin Alonzo Pinzon; and the La Nina» 
Capt. Vincent Yanez Pinzon, the brother of tho 
former, both natives of Palos. 

The fleet being furnifhed with provifiens and 
neceffaries, and manned with ninety men» fet fail» 
on Saturday, the 3d of Augul!, 1492 i and, hum- 
ble as the ftrength and equipment of this fqua- 
dron would appear in modern times, it has led to 
more important events than any expedition ever 
undertaken by man, and was pregnant with the 
fate of both worlds. Next morning the rudder 
of the La Pinta broke loofe, which difaftcr was 
fuppofed to have arifcn from foroc who were 
avcrfe to the voyage; but Pinzon, the captain, be- 
ing an able feaman, foon repaired the damage^ 
and they proceeded on their voyage till Tuefday, 
when the rudder again gave way, and forced the ^ 
atlniiral a fccond time to lie, by. This accident, 
the fuperilitious and the fearful interpreted as an 
ill omen 5 but Columbus rightly obferved, that 
rio omen could be evil where men ^ere engaged 
in a good defign. With fome difficulty, they 

deered 



^eced the difabled ihip as far as the Canaries^ 
which they difcovered early oaThurfday morning. 

Here tte admiral refitted' and improved bis 
fleet ; and having laid in provilions, wood, and 
water, fet fail from Qomera on the (Sjth of Septem- 
•ber, ilanding to the weilward with a light wind. 
in three days they loft iight of Ferro, the remoteft 
known land ; and apprehenlion drew tears from 
numbers, when they refleded that they might fee 
it no more. To cheer this dejedion« Colnmbus 
fet before his crews the fure profpeds of wealth 
and profperity ; by his own condud animated the 
defpondtng into new vigour y and by a harmlefs 
urtificcy which their general ignorance could not 
dete£t, difguifed the progrefs they daily made, 
that they might not think themfelves fo far from 
their native land, as they really were. 

But time was not to be difguifed. On the 12th 
of September, being then ope hundred and fifty 
leagues weft of Fcrro,.tbe admiral difcovercd the 
body of a large tree, which from appearances had 
long been ^eating on the waves. Here he per- 
ceived a current fetting ftrongly to the north* eaft; 
and having advanced fifty leagues farther, for the 
firft time, was fenfible of the variation of the mag- 
netic needle, which increafing with his progrefs, 
ponfonnded and aftoni(hed him ftill more. 

On the 14th, the crew of the La Nina had been 
agreeably furprifed at the fight of a heron and a 
tropic bird ; and next day they faw the fea in a 
manner covered with green and yellow weeds,' 
among which they difcovered a live lobfter, which 
made them reafonably conclude they were in thQ 
vicinity of land. 

Four days after, the captain of the La Pinta 
being a-bead, lay to for the admiral^ and inform- 
B3 
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.«d him, that he bad feeo a great number of birds 
iiying to the wedsxrard, fo that He foon expe£ked 
they ihould defcry the land^ which even then be 
fancied was viiible« Bat the admiral being ccm<- 
vinced it Was an illufion, notwithfianding thefo^ 
licitationa of bis people, was determined not to al* 
ter his coarfe* Next day, however, obferving a 
num^r of fea-gulls, which he conjedured could 
not take very diflant flights, he began himfe}/ to 
entertain hopes of approaching the land; but 
could find no fouodingg. Thi-ee days after> thef 
caught an aquatic fowl, faw abundance of fea 
weeds, and were vifited by three £nging birds, 
l^ext day they o^ferved a tropic bird ; and fell in 
,with fuch a quantity of weeds, as rendered them 
apprehenfive their courfe might be impeded. 

Thefe minute circumfiances, in any other voy- 
age, would be unworthy of remark j but when we 
confider the daring fpirit that conduded this, and 
the important confequences it involved, every 
thing that developes its progrefs will continue to 
intereft, while the world lafts. 

The wind having hitherto been right aftern, the 
mariners were under the moft dreadful apprehen- 
sions of its conftantly keeping in the fame direc* 
tion, which would have prevented their return j 
but about this period, it (hifted to the fouth-weft, 
which, though contrary, gave the admiral great 
fatisfa6tion, as it afforded him an opportunity of 
allaying his people's fears. Yet in fpite of argu- 
ment and rcmonftrance, the murmurs of difcon- 
tent became more loud; and a mutiny would rooft 
probably have enfoed, had not the wind again 
ihificd, nnd the hopes of nearing land again been 
revived, from the fight of a pigeon, 2nd the flight 
of leveral fin^ll birds tror.i the weft. 

But 
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But the mortification from difappolntment rofe 
in propofition to the frequency that the failors h9d 
becD elated by pronaifiog figns. They now not on- 
ly loodly exclaimed againfl their commander, for 
expofing them to unavailing dangers from delaiive 
theories, or felf-interciied motives ; but they a£- 
firmed^ that they had already fufficiently evinced 
their own courage and perfeverance* and hegan to 
talk of compelling Columbus to return. It was 
even propofed to throw him overboard, and to 
pretend, on their return, that hecafually fell into 
the ocean, while intent on making obfervations. 

The admiral was not ignorant of this mutinous 
difpofition ; and he exerted uncommon addrefsin 
keeping it from breaking out into a6ts of violence. 
He alternately urged the claims of duty, and the 
legal authority with which he was in veiled, which 
he was determined not to relinquilh but with life. 
He fooie times reproached them for their impa- 
tience and pufilHinimity f then demoodrated the 
weaknels of their fears, footbed their anxiety, and 
painted hope in fuch colours, as to diftra^ their 
refolution, and difarm their rage. 

It was not till the 25th of September, about fun- 
fet> that his didrefling profpe^t began in the lea(l 
to brighten. At that moment Pinzon, being ahead 
of the admiral, on a fuddcn called out ** Laqd, 
LandP* and pointed to the fouth-weft, where 
they perceived fomeihing like an iiland, at the 
ntmoll extent of vifion. This appearance was 
fo grateful to the men, that they returned thanks 
to God with the moft fervent devotion j and 
though the more correft judgment of Columbus 
tatigbt him to expe6t a fallacy, in compliance with 
their clamorous demand, he flood towards the 
iuppoled ifland the grcatcft part of the night; 

bu*" 
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bat in the morning, they faw h vzntih into air, 
and defpondency and difaffe^ian returned, Tbe 
fteaiy intrepidity of th<) admiral (^ill enabled him 
to perfeyere. In three days more, the currents 
became irregular } and gulls ahd flying fi(h fur* 
rounded the (hips in abundance. 

The appearance of birds at intervals^ during 
this hazardous yoyage» was a circtimftance peca- 
liarly fortunate, as it kept hope alive, or revived 
it when almoft extind. On the dd of Odober, 
having again loft fight of thofe welcome vifitera, 
the mariners conjedured they had pafled between 
fome idands, and carneflly entreated the admiral 
to dired his courfe to one fide or the other, in 
queft of the land which they imagined had been 
left. Being unwilling to lofe the favourable 
breeze that carried bin^ to tbe weiiward, or to 
lefien the reputation of his undertaking by a derer 
lidion of his objeft on the fuggeilions, or by the 
vnetiBces of others, he abfolutely refufed to com- 
ply. This fortitude, infiead of infpiring confi- 
dence, as it ought, obtained the appellation of ob- 
fiinacy and niadnefs; and the failors were adually 
on the point of taking fome defperate refolution, 
wheq a flight of fparrows and other birds from 
the we{( once more allayed their impetuofity. 

Some imperfed figns of land appeared on the 
7th of Odober J but difapppintment bad fo ofteq 
fucceeded to ej^pedatign, that no one would ven- 
ture to pronounce it, though a penfion of thirty 
crowns for life had been promifed to him who 
ihould firft defcry land. The Nina, however, be- 
ing the bed failer, and confeqnently ahead, fired 
a gun, and hoi(ied her colours in token of this 
agreeable difcovery 5 but the farther they advanc- 
ed, the more they were convinced of the decep^ 

tian. 
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tioo. ' Next dfly^ large flights of fea-fowl and 
fmalMand birds confoled them for thedifappoint* 
ment ; and Columbus being fully perfuaded, that 
Uie latter could not take v^ry difiant excuriions^ 
In imitation of the Portuguefe ivho had difcover- 
cd xxiany iflands by foUowipg the diredion of fuch 
birds, altered his courfe^ and dood to the fouth* 
weft, after having run feven hundred and £fty 
leagues to the weftward of the Canaries. 

Notwith Handing his adoption of a plan fo fre« 
quently attended with fuccefs, the continued 
vifits of different kinds of birds, and a feniible 
change in the air which became impregnated with 
fragrance, the animoiity of the crew was now 
raiud to the higheft pitch, and a dorm was ready 
to burd on the commander, which would have 
overwhelnEied them all in ruin. 

The event of the 11th, however, ferved to con- 
vince the mod obdinate and incredulous, that land 
could not be didant. On this day the admiral 
difcovered a green rufh and a large rock fidi ; and 
the crew of the Pinta took up a dad* curiouHy 
wrought, together with a fmall board, and ob<- 
ferved abundance of weeds newly waflied from 
their native banks. The people of the Nina too, 
had the pleafure to perceive a thorn branch load- 
ed with red berries. 

Being now adured of the vicinity of land, the 
admiral harangued his men at night, reminded 
them of tha goodnefsof the Almighty in granting 
them favourable weather, and exhorted them to 
be vigilant, as hQ expeded to fee land next day ; 
and, in addition to the pen don we have named, 
promifed a velvet doublet to didinguidi the drd 
difcoverer. He had fcarcely retired to his cabin 
before he perceived, what feemed to be a light on 
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Aiore 3 and this being pointed out to, and obfenr* 
ed bjT one of the mariners, gave new alacrity to 
their exertions^ and increafed their cautioas dr« 
cumfpedion, Aboat two in the morning, the 
Pinta gave the (ignal of land, which was difoovered 
by a failor, at the diftance of two leagues. The 
penfion, however, was decreed to the admiral^ 
who had previoally difcovered the^ light. The 
ihips now lay tO} and never was anxiety more ar* 
dent than that which filled up the period till 
morning. A new world was now about to falute 
their eya i and frigid muft that foul be, who readt 
this narrative, and cannot enter into the feelings of 
Columbus, and participate in the joys of his men. 

The dawn approached: and difappointment 
was no more. They perceived an iOand about 
fifteen leagues in length, champaign and woody^ 
fupplied with delicious ftreams, with a large lake 
in the middle. The inhabitants were numerous, 
and fuppofing the (hips to be living creatures, raa 
down with aftoniihment to the (hore. Meanwhile 
the Spaniards were inflamed with an irrefiilible 
curiofity to afcertain the circumflances of this in- 
terefiing difcovery. The veflels were fpeedily 
brought to anchor) the admiral landed in his boat, 
well armed, with the royal ftandard difplayed. 
His two captains proceeded alfo in their refpe^ive 
boats, with (he diftinguifhing enfigns of this grand 
enter prize* 

Having reached the land, they knelt down» 
thanked God, and kiffed the earth with tears of 
joy. The admiral now flanding up, named the 
ifland St. Salvador, now Cat-Ifland *, and took 
^tki&on of it with the ufual folemnities for their 

* One of the B^hamai* 

Catholic 
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CatboHo Majefties. The Spaoiards novr recog- 
nized bim as admiral and viceroy $ and to exte- 
naate their affronts and infults in the courfe of the 
voyage^ implored his pardon^ and fwore a ready 
obedience to his commands. 

A nomber of Indians witnefled thefe tranfac- 
tions i and appearing to be a fimple inoffeniive 
people, Columbus, to ingratiate himfelf with 
thenei, diftributed fome red caps, firings of glals- 
beads, and other trifles, which they received with 
tranfport ; and when he returned to his (hip, they 
followed bim in canoes with parrots^ fpun cotton, 
javelins, and other prodndions of the country, 
which they bartered for European toys. The na« 
tives were of an olive complexion, middle iiatare, 
and well-formed* Their hair was black, lank, 
and thick, generally crept above the ears, though 
fome had it done up like the trefles of women. 
Their countenances were open ; and except that 
their foreheads were too prominent, their features 
might be efieemed regular. Some of them were 
painted black, white, and red ; but males as well 
as females appeared in the fimplefl guife of na- 
ture. Being perfedly unacquainted with the pro- 
perties of iron, they handled the edge of a naked 
fword, unconfcious of its power of harm. They 
had marks, however, of war, that peft of civilized 
as well as favage life ; and being interrogated by 
figns how they came by their fears, they anfwered 
in the fame manner, that they had received them 
in thelr'own defence, when repelling the aggref- 
fions of the inhabitants of other iilands that wiih« 
ed to enflave them. 

Next morning, a great nnmber of Indians came 
on board in their canoes. Thefe are formed by 
excavating the trunk of a tree^ and are rowed 

.-I • ' W' 
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with paddles. Some were very fmall; others 
were capable of containing forty perfons. * 

The Indians wore neither jewels nor any kind 
of noetaU except fnaall plates of gold fu^eoded 
from their nodrils, which precious met^l, as they 
fignified by (igns, came ifrom the fouth and foath- 
v/tft, where there were great and populous coaa« 
tries. 

Every article of European produce or manafac;* 
tore, however infignificant, was grafped at with 
avidity I and (bme of them wer« happy to ex* 
change a quantity of well-fpun cotton, weighing 
twenty- five pounds, for three fmall pieces of brals 
coin not worth a farthing. Tljey did not indeed 
feem impreifed with a belief, that thefe articles 
were valuable in themfelves ; but novelty gave 
them a charm ; aiid they innocently and igno- 
rantly wiQied to poflefs fome memorial of a race 
defcended from heaven, as they efteemed the 
whites. ' . 

The admiral, leaving the place where be iirfi; 
landed, coafted along the ifland in his boat to the 
north- wed, attended by an ^mmenfe concourfe on 
ihore, who exprefled their wonder and felicitation 
by a variety of geHures. He difcovered a moft 
capacious bay or harbour ; reached a peninfula ; 
and faw feveral houfes and plantations, pleafant 
as thofe of Spain in the moft genial feafon of the 
year. Finding, however, that this was not the 
land he was in quelt of, he took fome Indians as 
interpreters, and returning to the {hips, (etfail for 
other iflands, which were vifible at a diftance. 

Proceeding about feven leagues, he reached the 
weftern extremity of another iiland, about ten 
leagues long, to which he gave the name of St. 
Mary of .the Conception i but peVceiving that the 

■juJia- 
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inhabitants differed little from thofc he had juft 
left, he continued his courfe ftill weftward, and 
anchored on the coaft of an ifland extending from 
2iorth-"weft to fouth-eafl, about twenty- eight , 
leagues, which he denominated Fernanda* In 
his paflage thither, he took up an Indian at fea in 
a fmall canoe^ who carried a bafket containing a 
lUing of glafs- beads and two fmall pieces of Por- 
tuguefe coin, which had been exchanged at St. 
Salvador. It appeared he had been difpatched to 
Fernanda with the important news of what had 
happened. The admiral treated him with great 
civility, and put him on ihore with fome toys^ 
that he might giire a favourable report to the peo- 
ple he was about to viiit. 

The fuccefs of this expedient fully anfwered 
the expedation of Columbus. No fooner did he 
approach the iHand, than the natives crowded 
round him in their canoes, to barter their commo- 
dities, which were fimilar to thofcf where he 
touched at firft ; but the inhabitants of this idand 
evinced a fuperior (hare of fagacity and addrefs. 
The women here wore girdles of cotton cloth. 
The natives lived in a kind of tents, almoft defli- 
tuie of furniture 5 and their beds were formed of 
nets fufpended from two pofts. The only domef- 
tic animal was the dog, which however did not 
bark. The feas fupplied abundance of fifh. 

This ifland affording only limple neceflaries, 
Columbus proceeded to another, which he called 
Ifabella. In beauty, fertility, and extent, this far 
exceeded what he had yef feen. Enamoured of 
its pifturefque appearance, the admiral landed to 
take pofleflion, and to view its beauties. Here 
the car was delighted with the melody of birds fo 
numerous^ that their flight almoft obfcured t he da v. 

Vol. I. C NvJ 
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Near one of the lakes, of which there were (everal* 
the Spaniards killed a large alligator, which thejr 
afterwards ikinned and ate. This animal is 
cileemed by the Indians the raoft delicioos food. 

Having invelligated the produce of Ifabella, the 
admiral, unwilling to lofe more time, anaong 
iflands, which, thongh beautiful, afforded no pre- 
cious metals, fet fall with a fair wind for an ex- 
ten five country, extolled by the Indians for its 
riches; and arrived on the north fide of Cuba 
on the 28th of Odober. This ifland exhibited 
an enchanting variety of hills and dales, woods 
and plains ; and from the largenefs of its dreams, 
he rightly conje&ured it muft be of confiderable 
magnitude. 

In order to obtain intelligence, Columbus an- 
chored in a fpacious river, whofe banks were 
ihaded with tall trees, bearing bloiToms and fruits 
with which he was perfcdly unacquainted. The 
Spaniards landed and entered two houfes, which 
had been deferted by the natives through fright. 
They however injured nothing, and foon re-cm- 
barking, continued their courfeweftward, till ihey 
arrived at another river, to which they gave the 
name of de Mares. This being flill more confi- 
derable than the other, the (hips proceeded up it 
to fome diftance, between banks all along inha- 
bited. Here too the natives had fled, and carried 
their mod valuable eifeds to the mountains, 
which appeared lofty and clothed with fiately 
trees of the fined verdure. 

Senfible that without fome interconrfe with 
the Indians he could never gain tb& information 
he wi(hed, and fearful of increafing their terror, 
by landing a number of men, Columbus ordered 
two Europeans, attended by a native of St. Salva- 
dor 
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dor and another of Cuba, who had ventured 
aboard, to travel up the country, and to endeavour 
to conciliate the confidence and good will of the 
inhabitants. In the mean while^ be direded the 
Mps to be careened. 

in a few days the two meilengers returned^ ac- 
companied by the Indian king and his fon, and 
informed the admiral, that they had proceeded 
twelve leagues into the country, where they 
found a town of fifty wooden houfes covered with 
Araw, containing about one thoufand people} that 
they were met by the principal inhabitants, who 
Teceived them in the moft friendly manner, and 
treated them with all the bofpitality in their 
power. Their attention indeed bordered on venc- ^ 
ration. This favourable reception they owed to 
tbeir Indian attendants, who gave a very favour- 
aWe report of the new vifitors. 

On taking leave, a great number of the natives 
propofed to accompany them to the fhrps. This 
offer they declined ; and would accept of none 
but the cacique, or king, and his fon, under whofe 
protedion they experienced great refped. In re- 
turn for thefe civilities, the two princes were 
coorteoufly entertained by the admiral. 

In this excnrfion, they faw a variety of birds 
and fowls 5 but no quadrupeds fave dogs. The 
land in general was well cultivated : and befides 
the bread-root and a fpecies of beans, produced 
plenty of maize, of which a well-tafted ^our was 
made. The principal manufadure was cotton, 
gathered from trees of fpontaneous growth. Of 
Ibis the natives exchanged confiderable quantities 
for the moft infignificant articles. As this plant 
was only applied to the making of hamnpocks. 
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aod ihort aprons for the females, its valae was 
little, regarded here. 

Neitl^ gold, pearls, oor fpices were the 
knowo produce of this iflaod ; but the ladiaos 
poiated to a country called Bobio, where thcj 
£goified that all thefe articles abounded. 

In confequence of this ioformation, the admi- 
ral refolved to vifit It. But before his departure^ 
he fecared twelve of the natives, men, women, 
and children, wbom he intended to carry to Spain; 
and fo little impreffion did this feizure occafion, 
that the huiband of one of the females came oa 
board in his canoe, and requeued to accompany 
his wife and children, which was readily granted. 

For fome days the wind was contrary, and the 
attempts to reach Bobio were vain. In this in- 
terval, Martin Alonzo Pinzon took advantage of 
the fwiftnefs of his velfel, and left Columbus in 
the night, that he might anticipate his fuccels, 
iind engrofs the wealth of Bohio to himfelf. 

Thus deferted by one of his 'conforts, and 
the weather rendering it dangerous to keep 
the Tea, Columbus returned to another' har- 
bour in Cuba, which he called St. Catharine's; 
while his crews were employed in wooding and 
Watering here, he accidentally difcovered (igns 
of gold on fome dones in the river ^ and faw 
mountains covered with pines, fuificient for the 
larged ma(is, and plenty of oak for planks. la 
his run along the coaft to the fouth-ea,(l, he 
found many large rivers and excellent harbours,, 
and was fo charmed with the beauties of the 
countiy, that he was almoft tempted to fix bis habi- 
tation here for life. Sailing up one of the riven, 
he perceived a very large canoe drawn oi:\ l^nd, 
and another in the water, which though forcn^ 

of 
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of the trunTc of a iingle tree, was feventy feet 
long, and capable of carrying fifty men. Ck)lum-> 
hQs, having coafted the illand for one hun-r 
dred and fix leagues, again fet fail for Bohio, 
which, though only fixteen leagues diftant, the 
currents prevented htm from reaching till next 
day, which being the feaft of St. Nicholas, he 
gave the name of that faint to the port in which 
he anchored. - This harbonr is deep, fpacious^ 
and commodious I but the inhabitants flying at 
his approach, he coafied the ifland to the north- 
ward till he reached the harbour of Conception ; 
when, obferving that the face and produdions of 
the conptry in many refpeds rcfcmbled Spain^ h^ 
gave it the appellation of Hifpaniola. 

He faw numbers of the natives, who fled with 
great precipit9tion ; but fome of the Spaniards 
having at length fecured a young woman, witl^ 
a plate of gold fufpended from her nofe, the wa^ 
introduced to the admiral, whd, after prefenting; 
her with fuch trifles as were moft likely to pleafe 
female vanity, civilly dirmiffed her, aocompapied 
by three Spaniards and as many Indians. 

^cxt day eleven men, well armed, advance^ 
about four leagues up the country, where they 
difcovered a town of one thoufand houfes, from 
which the inhabitants, as ufual^ retired ; but a 
St. Salvador Indian having found means to rcr 
move their apprehenfions, they foon returned, 
brought their viiiters food, and ga2ed on them 
with mingled aftonifhrnent^and awe. The Spa- 
niards reported, that the country was fertile and 
delightful, the people comparatively fair, courte- 
ous, and tradable ; and that gold was faid to be 
found farther to the ealiward. 

C 3 
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On this news, the admiral immediately At 
fail, and in bis progrefs Caking up an Indian who 
was flraggling with the waves in bis little canoet 
and prefenting him with fome £nropean toys, fet 
him fafe on ihore. This man expatiating oo the 
generous and humane manner in which he had 
been tre3ted, foon induced his countrymen to 
come on board ; but except fome perfonal orna- 
ments of gold, brought nothing of confequence 
with them. They gave figns, however, that the 
metal which was the objeQ of all their enquiries, 
was produced in great quantities higher up the 
country. 

While the Spaniards were next day on {hore« 
bartering with the fovereign of that diftrid for 
4 plate of gold, a canoe with forty men ap- 
proached from a fmall ifland in the vicinity, call- 
ed Tortuga, which the cacique perceiving, he fat 
down on the flrand with his attendants, as a tig- 
pal of peace; but notwithftanding this, the Tor- 
tugans landed. On this the king arofe, and 
fternly commanded them to re-embark ; at the 
fame time giving a done to one of the Spaniarda 
which he ordered him to throw at the intruders^ 
in proof that he would efpoufe the caufe of the 
ilrangers. This had the detired effe6lj and no infult 
was offered. Soon after, the fame cacique return- 
ed in (late, carried in a palanquin, and attended by 
two hundred men as naked as himfelf. He now 
feemed to 'feel his importance ; went on board 
without ceremony, and entered the cabin while 
dinner was ferving np. Columbus received the 
Indian chief with the mildeft demeanour, and 
the mod pointed refpedl. and fupplied him with 
food and wine. During dinner, the cacique and 
his two principal attendants were grave, and 

fpoke 



tpo\e ^ery little* After it was over, be prefent- 
cd the admiral with a wrought girdle^ and tw^ 
thio plates of gold* for which be was compli* 
BDciited with a counterpane, a firing of fine ansr 
ber beads frooi the admirars own neck, a pair o^ 
red ihoes, and a bottle of orange- flowfr water. 
Thefe gifts were fo acceptable to t^ie prince* that 
he and his minifters (ignified to Columbas, that 
the whole ifland was at his difpofal. The admiral 
oo this difplajed a gold meda^n with the i^iprefi* 
iion of the king and queen of Spain, which feem* 
cd, as well as every objed he faw, to fi)l hina witl^ 
wonder and admiration. In the evening he wa9 
icni aihore at his own defii;^ and fainted with 
the difcbarge of feveral guns. Thia, a,s may well 
be imagined, elicited the robft li\ely apprehen- 
£on and adoniftmcnt. His receptipnA bo.wever* 
was fo grateful, that he ordered his fubjeds tp 
entertain the Spaniards who condud:ed. him on 
ihore, and proceeded to bis palace, with an oden- 
tatious difplay of the prefents be had receivect 
On the 24th c^ December, the admiral failed for 
a headland, fioce called Punta Santa, and anchor- 
ed about a league- from (bore, paving had no 
xeft for two days, and the weather being calm, he 
retired to ileep; and contrary to the orders he had 
given, the crew followed his example, leaving 
only a boy at the helm. This negle^ proved 
fatal. The veflel was drifted about midnight on 
a ridge of rocks, before any one vwas aware of the 
danger* The admiral being alarmed by the crie3 
of the boy, ran fird on deck, where perceiving 
the alarming iituation, be ordered the matter an^ 
three failors to carry out an anchor alU^n. But 
fear, rather than dutyor feeling, operating on their 
iniods^ they rowed to the oth^r caraval, reg^ard- 



t20 FIB8T VOTAOk OP 

ltd of his commands. Thus abandoned by hik 
tnen^ he ordered the mafts tobecataway, and 
the vefiel to be lightened ; bat as the water was 
ebbing away, all his efforts proved ineffedual : 
the feams of the ihtp opened 3 and flie was fall 
of water to the deck. 

The other caraval font the men and boat back 
again with indignation and contempt; and the 
admiral, feeing no hopes of faving his own ihip» 
now carried bis men oi^ board the other. He then 
difpatched meflfengers to inform the Indian chief 
of his misfortnne, and folicited hisaffidance. The 
cacique condoled his difafter with tears» and en- 
joining his men to obey the orders of Colura- 
bus» by the friendly fervices of thefc honeft fa- 
vages, every valuable was faved, and depofited in 
houfes on (hore^ and guarded with the utmoft 
fidelity. 

Soon after this calamity, the hofpitable prince^ 
wbofe name was Guacanagari, paid a vifit of 
condolence to the admiral/ and bewailed bis lois 
with the mod amiable feniibility. He told him 
he might command his whole fortune, prefented 
him with fome vizors enriched with plates of 
gold; and obferVing with what avidity the Spa^ 
niards regarded that metal, promifed to procure 
9 quantity of it from a place called Cebao. In 
the mean time, a canoe from a diftant ifland 
brought plates of gold which they exchanged for 
fmall bells ; and the feameii in general carried 
on a lucrative traffic with the Hifpaniolans, who 
brought gold from the interior parts of the iOand 
to barter for fuch trifles as plea fed their fancy. 

The manners of the inhabitants and the pro- 
du6tions of the country were fo agreeable to the 
admiral, that he refolved to fettle a colony here 1 

which 
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which bf maintaining a friendly intereonrfe 

with, the Indians, and learning their language^ 

fiHght be of future benefit to the nation he feuv* 

cd. To purfue this refolution, he was encou- 

laged by the voluntary offers of fome of his men 

who fell into his views, and the cacique was not 

» Httle pleafed at the profped of having fuck 

▼aluabie allies to protedt him from the hofiile in- 

'vafioQs of the Caribbee Indians, a race of inhu* 

iDan canibals, who frequently moleded his (bores. 

The fagacity of Columbus knew how to givte im^ 

portance to this idea : he ordered a great gun to 

be fired againft the fide of the wrepk ;. and the 

Indians feeing the bullet penetrate the fides, and 

then fall into the fea, regarded their guefls with 

the fame awe, and the belief that th^y pofleiTed 

tiie thander of heaven. 

A tower was now conAru^ed from the timber 
cf the wreck, feemingly in compliance with the 
- cacique's deiire; and having furniihed it with pro- 
▼ifions, ammunition, and arms, he left a garrifoo 
«f thirty- (ix men, under the joint command of 
three of his mo^ trufly dependants, whom be 
warmly recommended to the favour and protec- 
tion of the king and his people. 

This bufinefs fettled, he caufed a few huts to 
be ereded, and named the place the town of 
Nativity^ He then turned his thoughts towarjds 
Spain, left fon»e misfortune befalling the only 
ihip be had left, he might for ever be prevent^ 
from publiihing the difcoveries be had made. 
Accordingly, having left the mod benevolent and 
judicious diredtions for the regulatiotl of the co- 
lony's conduiS^ he fet fail from the port of Na- 
tivity on Friday the 4th of January at fun-rifingj 
«nd made fuch obfetvatio^s as zpight enable bxr^ 
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to diftiDguifh the harbour in any future expedt- 
lion. The wind being adverfe, he made bot 
little way to the eaftward. On Sunday inorniD|^ 
he fell in with the Pinta, Capt. Martin Alonzo 
Pinzon, who, as we have previoudy mentioned, 
had deferted the admiral. Pinzon going on boards 
<lrove to excufe his defertion by pretending that 
lie had loft fight of his conforts in the night. 
Columbus was fenfible of the fallacy of his pre-' 
fences; but 'rather than prejudice the common 
can(^» difgoifed his fentiments^ and liftened to 
the excufes that were made. 

Pinzon, It feems, had failed to a river fifteen 
leagues eaftward of the port of Nativity, where 
he bad fpent fixteen days in bartering for gold 
with the natives, and in this traffic he had been 
pretty fuccefsful i but having dtftributed one 
half among his crew,and retained the other htm- 
felf, he wi(hed to conceal the amount. He after- 
wards anchored near a conical hill, which th^ 
named Monte Cbrifto, about eighteen leagues eafl: 
of Cape Santo ; but the weather impeding his 
farther progvefs, he went up a river in his boat, 
-^trhere he difcovered gold-duft in the fand, and 
from hence gave it theappellation of the gold-river. 
On the I3ih of January, Columbus being near 
Cape Enamorado, he fent his boat afliore, where 
fome Indians, armed with bows and arrows, and 
with fierce afpeds, feemed difpofed to make re- 
finance. They were, however, brought to a kind 
of conference by means of the Salvador linguift ; 
and one of them venturing to go on board the 
admiral, appeared fo favage in manners and ad- 
drefs, that the Spaniards reafonably concluded 
be was one of the Caribbec cannibals. This man 
haying anfwered the interrogations that were put 

to 
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to him by Sgns and words» was entertained; and 
difmKTed with fuch infignificant prefents as 
feeroed beft fuited to his tafte. 

At the place where he landed, fifty men with 
long hair, adorned with plumes of parrot feathers^ 
and armed, formed a kind of ambufcade; and 
notwith landing the exhortations of their coun- 
tryman, refufed to have any commerce with the 
Spaniards $ and even began to commence hoiiili* 
ties. Though the Europeans were only feven in 
Dumber, they met the favages with great intrepi- 
dity, cut one with a fword in the buttock, and 
ihot another with an arrow in the bread, on 
which the whole party fied. with precipitation. 
The admiral was not dtfpl^^^fed at this &irmilh, 
as he imagined its event might increafe the fecu- 
rity of the colony left on the coaft. 

Columbus, continuing his courfe with a fair 
wind, made fuch progrefs that, on the 9th of 
February, according to the pilot's reck6ning, 
they were fouth of the AaM)res; but by the ad- 
miral's account, which proved to be right, they 
were one hundred and fifty leagues to the we(i. 
The favourable weather which had hithertoattend- 
ed them, now began to change : the wind increafr 
cd toa hurricane, and the billows ran mountains 
high. For fonre days, the vefl*els were tofied at 
the mercy of the ilorm, during which the two 
ihips feparated; and each fuppofing the other 
had peri (bed, the crews betook themfelves to a6ts 
of devotion, and the admiral vowed to go on a 
pilgrimage to our lady of Guadaloupe; but the 
crew went farther : they fwore to walk bsirefoot 
in their ihirts, to the firft church dedicated to the 
virgin, they could find. In tempers and dif^ 
irefib^ the Spaniaid^ are ftill known to feek refuge 
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in fuch kind of fuperftition : it is the fIroilg.faoU 
of ignorance ^nd the lalt which it qaits. 

A fcarcity of provifiofis increafed their cala^ 
mity ; and the (hip wanting ballaft, was in dan- 
ger of being overfet. For this iaft defcd, the ia* 
genuity of Colnmbus difcovered an expediecir. 
He ordered his caiks to be filled with fea- water; 
and with a view to imoQortality, even when on 
the brink of defird6tion« he wrote a .brief acoouat 
of bis difcoveries on two ikins of parehmeot. 
which he wrapped in oil-cloths covered with 
waK I «Qd having incfefed them ia two feparalo 
caiks, committed them to the fea. 

The dorm continued till the l^th of February, 
when one of the failors difcovered land from the 
roand top, which proved to foe St. Mary, ooe of the 
Azores, where, after four days fpent in inceiiatat 
iaboar, they came to an anchor. The inhabitanU 
of this ifland humanely fent freih provifions oa 
iKMird, and many compliments from their gover- 
nor, who expreifed his aftonidiment at the fuc« 
cefs of the expedition, and feemed to rejpioe at 
the difcoveries that had been made. Nor were 
the natives lefs furprifed, that the (hip had beea 
able to weather a ftorm^of fifteen days cootiou* 
ance : thefe gave the admiral and his crew iatt- 
mation of an hermitage, in the vicinity, dedicated 
to the bleiied virgin, and at this they refolved to 
perform their vows* 

No fooner, however, had the boat and eoe 
half of the company come on ihore to fulfil tbb 
penance, and had begun their naked proce(fioo, 
than they were made pri Toners by the governor, 
who had planted men in ambuih on purpofe. 
^ -Columbus having waited in vain for the return 
* of the boat, from day-break till UQon, bogan to 

lufpea 



fufpcAfome treachery; and failing round a pointy 
to gain a view of the herdiitage, perceived a 
nnmber of Portaguefe enter the 'boat« with a 
view, as he apprehended^ of attacking the caravaL 
The prudence of Columbus was on its guard* 
He hoped to be able to fecure the Portuguefe 
commander as an hofiage, by inviting him on 
•board; bat finding he kept aloof« the admiral 
•demanded the reafon of fach an outrage on the 
Spanifli nation, and threatened the confequences. 
The Portaguefe captain declared that what had 
been done was by the exprefs order of the king ; 
on which Columbus fappofed a rupture had 
taken place between the two crowns^ and fwore 
he would never quit his ihip, till he had taken 
one hundred prifoncrs, -and deftroyed the whole 
iQand. 

He now returned to the port be had left ; but 
'next day the wind increafing, be loft his anchors, 
end was forced oat to fea, with no more than 
three able failors on board. The weather after- 
"Wards becoming mild, he endeavoured to recover 
the iiland of St. Mary, which he reached on the 
21ft. Soon after a boat was difpatched to him in 
the governor's name with five men and a notary, to 
enqe ire whence the (hip came, and if (he adual- 
ly carried the king of Spain's commifiion. Being 
4itisfied in thefe particulars, they returned, and 
oTiiered the prifoners to be rdeafed. It feemv 
the objed and the orders of the Portuguefe were 
to fdcare the admiral's perfon ; but this fcbeme 
was rendered atx>rttve by his prudent caution. 

Columbus again fet fail with a favourable 
wind; but foon another tempcft overtook him; 
and he narrowly efcaped (hi pw reck on the rock 
of Li (boa. P<^ovld$uce^ however, flill fa i^on red 

Vol., I. D hii- 
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hiffl, and with great exertioDs, be at laft anchor- 
ed ia the river Tagus. On this he difpatched aa 
exprefs by land to their Catholic majediea with 
the news of his arrival, and another to the king 
of Portugal, requeuing his permiflion to anchor 
before the city. 

On the 5th of March, aa armed boat came 
along fide of the adiniral, and required him to 
give an account of himfelf to the king's oficers, 
as was cttftomary on entering that river. The 
fpirit of Columbus would not fuffer him to fub* 
mit to this indignity. As the king of Spain's 
admiral, he gave them to underftand, that he 
could not comply. The Portoguefe finding him 
refolute, demanded a fight of the Spaniih mo- 
narch's letter : this was readily produced 5 on 
which a fuitable report being made, the comr 
mander immediately came on board with milita- 
ry mufic, and many expreffions of friendly coqp 
gratulation. No fooner was the nature of the 
voyage blazoned in Lilbon, than the whole river 
was covered with boats. The Indians and the 
particulars of the difcovery were irrefiflible no- 
velties and attradions. The king himfelf fent 
prefents of necefiTaries and refre(hments, accoms- 
panted with felicitations ; and defired to fee 
Columbus before he left his dominions. The ad« 
miral at firft befitated ; but refleding that the 
two nations were at peace, he at laft acceeded to 
the fovereign s requeft, and waited on his majef- 
ty at the palace of Valparaifo, about nine leaguea 
from Liibon. The king ordered all the nobility 
of his court to advance and meet him ; and whei^ 
the admiral was introduced into his -prefence, 
- he infilled on his being covered, and fitting 
down. Having heard the recital of bit adveo- 

turea 
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Cnre^Wittl apparent pleafare, he offered to fup* 
ply him with whatever he fiood in need of; 
thoagb he could not help obTerving, that the rfght 
of conqueft belonged to him, as Colnmbus had 
firfl been in the fervice^of Portugal. The admi» 
ral modeftly affigned bis reafons for being of a 
different opinion. ^< It is very well,** replied tho 
l^iog, *' jufttce will doubtlefs be done.*' 

C>>nfiderable offers were made to re engage the 
admiral ; and every hononr and diftindion was 
paid bim. The king even fent to inform him; 
after the interview, that ihould he be difpofed to 
travel toCaftile by land, eveiy accommodation on 
the road (hoold be provided him. Columbus, 
with foitable acknowledgments, declined this 
flattering offer; and felting fail from Lifbon, 
came to an anchor in the port of Pales, on the 
15th of March, after an abfence of more than 
feven months. 

The people attended his landing in procefiion ; 
and thanks to the Almighty, for his protedion, 
were miied with admiration of the hero who had 
fucceisf ally encountered fo many dangers, and laid 
open new regions, of which, however, the import- 
ance could not even be conjedured. By this time, 
Finzon was arrived in Gralicia, and was eager to 
carry the firft news of the difcoveries to court ; 
but being forbid to proceed without the admiral 
under whpfe conduS he failed, the repulfe made 
fuch an impreffion on his mind, that he fell fick, 
and returning to his native place, in a few days 
breathed his laft. 

Meanwhile Columbus fet out for Barcelona, 
where the court then relided; and hia whole 
journey might be compared to a triumph. All 
ranks fiocked round bim, eager to fee this intre- 
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pid adventarer, and the Indiana in hU train. He 
reached Barcelona about the middle of April, 
and new diftindtions awaited hioi. Th€ Greets 
conld fcarcely contain the crowds that preffed on 
him i and to heighten public curiofity, the pro- 
du&ions of the new-difcovered regioog were car« 
ried uncovered. To do him more fignal honour, 
their majefties ordered their royal throne to be 
placed in puUic, on which they feated themfelves 
under a canopy of cloth of gold. When the ad* 
oiiral approached to kifs hands, they flood up, 
and caufed him to be feated in their prefence, and 
treated him as a grandee of the fird clafs. Co- 
lumbus then recited the principal particulars of 
his voyage, the difcoveries he had made, and the 
hopes he entertained of finding Dill more import* 
ant acceffions to the dominions of Spain. He 
ihowed the Indians as they appearctd in their na- 
tive climes ; and difplayed the riches of the new 
world. Having fini(hed his narrative, their ma- 
jefties kneeling down, thanked God, with tears 
of gratitude, which ad of devotion was immedi- 
ately followed by a grand Te Deum. 

Never was man treated with more honour and 
di(lin6tion than Columbus at this period. In the 
king's excurfions round Barcelona, he kept him 
always by his fide 3 an honour which had never 
been conferred but on princes of the blood j and 
which, perhaps, was more invidious than defir^ 
able. 

But the regard of their majefties for the admi- 
ral was not confined to unfubliantial forms : he was 
gratified with new patents, confirming and en- 
larging hi^ former privileges ; and extending his 
viceroyalt> »nd command over all the countries 
he had diicovered, or might difcover in future. 

The 
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The more the fuccefs of this expedition was can- 
vafled, the more important it appeared -, and it 
was immediately refoived^ that Columbus (hould 
return with a powerful armament^ to profecute 
his difcoveries. Not fatisfied with this^ the king 
difpatched an ambaifador to Pope Alexander VI. 
to obtain his apoftoHc fan&ion to the new do- 
minions, and an exclufive title to future difcove- 
ries in .the fame quarter. The holy father made 
DO difficulty in complying with this requeft; and 
as if he had been lor^ of the world, drew a line 
from pole to pole at the diflance of one hundred 
leagues to thd weftward of the Azores, and be-> 
ilowed this extenfive track of the globe on their 
Catholic majefiies. Such was the original title 
of Spain to America, fuperadded to the right of 
difcovery. In vain fliall we trace the foundation 
of either, to validity, from religion or jufticci but 
ambition, intrenched behind power, is fatisfied 
with the femblance of truth. 

At this moment it is a quedion undecided, if 
Europe loft or gained more by the difcovery of 
America, or rather by colonizing it. Columbus, 
however, will ever enjoy the pre-eminence that is 
due ^o fuperior penetration and perfeverauce { 
nor can we contemplate his humane and en* 
lightened condud in general, yrithout paying 
him th^ tribute of Qur praife. 
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THE fame and merits of Colambas already 
made the malignant paffions of jealoufy and 
rnvy rankle iii the hearts of thofe who had op- 
pofed his original plans, or wilhed to detra6t from 
bis fuccefs. Bu( all thofe emotions were for the 
prefent dijSed ; and the neceffary meafures be- 
ing concerted for the prpfecution of his future 
undertakings, with an adi vity proportioned to the 
objeds in view, in a (hort fpace, a fleet of fevcn- 
teen veflels was equipped, flored with provifions, 
implements for improvements, and commodities 
for traffic. Many artizans and labourers were 
engaged ^ and fo great was the thirfl of gold, that 
nambers were defirous of entering into this fervice* 
beyond what could be accepted. The admiral 
re^rided himfelf to fifteen hundred perfons of all 
defcriptions; and having taken on board fome 
of the moft ufeful European animals, fet fail 
from the road of Cadiz, on the 25th of Septera«» 
ber 1493, and immediately dood for the Canary 
Illands, where he intended to take in refrefh* 
ments. He arrived at the Grand Canary on the 

2d 
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2d of Odober ; «nd on the 7th continued bit 
Toyage for the Weft Indies, as they were now 
calledi in.contradiilindion to the £aft. 

A profperous gale attended them for four bun« 
dred leagues to the weftward of Gomera ; nor 
did they fall in with, any of the weeds, which 
had been fo plentiful in the former voyage. Oa 
the 26th, at night, the mariners perceived thofe 
lights which they call the body of St. Elmo, to 
which they fang litanies and prayers, 10 full con* 
iidence that no danger would now enfue from 
any dorm, however violent. 

On the 2d of November, a great alteration in 
the winds and iky took place; and it poured 
down torrents of rain. From this the adpiral 
concluded they were near land ; nor was he 
wrong in his conje^iure; for, at day-break, the/ 
defcried a high monntainous ifland, about fe« 
ven leagues to the weftward, which be named 
Dominica, becaufe it tvas difcovered on Sunday 
hiorning. Three other iflands Were difcovered 
in the vicinity > when the people, aifembling on 
the poop, fang Sahe repna^ and returned thanka 
to God for their profperous voyage. The caft 
fide of Dominica affording no convenient an- 
chorage, thev flood over to another ifland, which 
Columbus named Marigalante, from his own 
ihip ] and landing, took poffeifion with the ufual 
folemnities. 

He foon failed to another ifland, which he de- 
nominated St. Mary of Guadaloupe, in conformi- 
ty to a promife made to the friars of a convent 
bearing that name. At the diilance of two leagues 
from this fhore, they efpied a very high rock, ter- 
minating in a point, from which gufhed a natural 
cafcade with prodigious noife. Having landed 

fome 
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ibme men, they advanced to a kind cf town, 
which was abandoned by all the inhabitants, ex- 
cept fon^ children^ to whofe arms they tied a 
few prefents, in token of amity. Here they faw 
geefe, a variety of parrots, and feveral fruits, 
paTticularly pine apples of exquiiite tafte and fla- 
vour. They refrained from meddling with any 
of the domeftic utenfils or manufactures, that the 
natives might conceive the better opinion of tlm 
morality of their viliters. 

Next day, the admiral fent two boats afhore, 
to open, if poflible, fome communication with 
the natives i and the crews foon returned with 
two young men, who, it appeared, had been in a 
ilate of captivity. The boats, returning again fo|^ 
fome of the peoplewho had been left behind,found 
iix women in their company, who had fled to their 
prote^on. Thefe theadmiralprefentedwith beads 
and bells,, and difmifled, contrary to their incline 
ations ; for they were no fooner landed, than the 
Caribbees robbed them in the fight of their be"* 
nefadors. Next opportunity they had, thefe 
poor creatures leapt into the boat, and implored 
the protedion of the Spaniards, giving them to 
onderftand, that theiflanders had eaten their huf- 
bands, and retained them in flavery. They were 
therefore brought on board, when they gave the 
admiral to u«derfland,that.towards the (both were 
many i Hands and stlarge continent; and they point- 
ed oat the fliuation of Hifpaniola. For this ifland 
Columbus would inflantly have proceeded, had 
sot one of his captains and eight men been on 
ibore without leave. To recover them, he fent 
a party aihore with mufquets and trumpets, to 
give the fignal of rccal. This expedient proving 
unfuccefsfulj be ordered forty men> under Cap-r 

tai*^ 
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tain Hoidea, to range the country, and to make 
obfervatioDs on its produce. Th^ reported 
that they found malftic^ aloeg, fanders, ginger* 
frankincenfe, and abundance of cottony that 
birds of varions fpecies were tn abundance* and 
that they crofTed feveral rivers^ fome of which 
were deep and fpaciou$. 

While abfept on this excorfion* the ftragglers 
returned of their own accord, and laid they had 
been bewildered in the woodsy but to punifh 
their prefumption, the captain was bordered into 
irons, and the men were abridged of their ufual 
allowance. Having made this example of ne« 
celTary feverity, Columbus himfelf landed ; and 
entering fome of the houfes, found plenty of cot« 
ton, raw and fpun, and numbers of humao fkolls^ 
and bones fufpended in baikets. The natives 
feemed to live and lodge more comfortably than 
any of thofe he had vifited in his firft voyage. 

On the 1 0th of November, be failed in queft 
of Hifpaniola, and pafled an ifland which he 
called Mounfferrat, from its extraordinary eleva- 
tion ; the inhabitants of which, he learned, had 
been totally devoured by the Caribbees. In his 
progrefs, he paifed idands, to which he gave the 
refpedivc names of St. Mary Rodonda, Antigua, 
and St. Martin, near the laft of which he came 
to an anchor; and, on weighing, found pieces of 
coral adhering to the flukes. On account of bad 
weather, he again anchored at another ifland, 
where they fecured four women and three child- 
ren, and foon after fell in with a cano^, in which 
were four men and a woman. Thefe feeing an 
efcape was impradicable, put themfelves in a 
poliure of defence ; and- the female difcharjged 
an arrow with fucb force, that it adually pierced 

a drong 
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a firoog target. The canoe being accidentally 
overfety they betook tbemfelves to fwimming, 
a ad one of them ufed his bow with as much dex.'- 
terityHis if he had been on land. All the males 
were eanucbs^ and had been caftrated by the 
Caribbees to increafe their fatnefs. 

Departing frpm thence, Columbus continued 
bis courfe ; leaving to the northward fifty iilands, 
to the Jargeft of which he gave the name of St. 
Urfula, and to the reft that of the Eleven Thou- 
fand Virgins. He then anchored in a bay^ on 
the weft tide of what he called St. John BaptiH, 
where the mariners caught. plenty of fifh. In the 
Ticinity of the bay, they vifitcd fome welUbuik 
hoofes with a fquare in front, and flanked on the 
^es with cane-towers, having their tops inters 
woven with greens. 

On the I4th he arrived in the bay of Samana 
in Hifpaniola, where he fent on fliore one of his 
Indian natives, now a convert to Chriftianity, 
who undertook for the fubmiftion of his country- 
men. From thence he proceeded for the town 
of Nativity; and, coming to an anchor in the port 
of Monte Chrifto, fome of his men difcovered 
two bodies of men, with a rope about their necks, 
fiifpended on a kind of crofs. This did not au- 
gur well ; but whether the fufFerers were Chriftl- 
ans or natlve8> they could not tell. 

Nest day a number <^ Indians came on board, 
with apparent confidence and cordiality; and, 
pronouncing feveral Spaniih words, the apprehen- 
fions of the admiral began to be allayed. On the 
morrow, however, his doubts, were at an end 3 for, 
00 anchoring -near the town of Nativity, fomtt 
Ifldiana came along fide, and enquired for him 

by 
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by name, prefenting a compliment from the ca- 
ciqae Guacaoagari. From them he had the for- 
row to leani> that the greater part of his colony 
was dead, and the reft gone into diflant countries. 
Columbus concealed his fufpicions, and dirnxified 
the meflenger with prefents for the prince. 

Rain and defolatio/i met hisview>on entering 
the port of the Nativity ; the town was burnt to 
the ground, and not a foul was to be feeD. The 
bodies of eleven Spaniards were difcovered, who 
feemed to have been dead a month. Ruminating 
with regret and refentment on this difaftrous 
event, he receiyed a vifit from the brother of the 
cacique, who informed him, that be had fcarcely 
-failed, before the colony began to quarrel ; each 
perfon endeavouring to amafs as much gold> and 
to monopolize as many women as fuited bis ap- 
petite or his avarice ; that having committed a 
murder on one of their affociatesj ten of them 
bad retired into the dominions of Caunabo, who 
was lord of the mines, by whom they were put 
to death, and who afterwards deftroyed the town 
with all the inhabitants. He farther reprefent- 
ed, that Guacanagari having efpoufed the caufe 
. of the Spaniards, was wounded it\, the CQpf)i6t ; 
•and in confeqoence was now under^con^nement. 
.This dory e&adly tallied with intelligence re- 
ceived from fome Spaniards, who bad been lent 
\up the country to reconnoitre. The admiral 
, tbere£ore paid the cacique a vifit next day, and 
-was received with every token of afiedion and 
•concern. The prince repeated the melancholy 
.tale with marks of unfeigned regret $ and dif- 
:played hi« own wounds and tho^ of his men, 
•^Weh had beea received in defence of the fettle- 

ment. 
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ment. Compliments of condolence being paiTed^ 
the cacique prefented the admiral with eight 
firings of white; red, and green Hones, a firing of 
gold beads, a regal crown of the fame metal, and 
three calabafhes fall of gold duft, weighing about 
two pounds. . In 'return for fuch valuable arti- 
cles, Columbus gave him toys to the amount oi 
three reals, which he highly prized 3 and though 
extremely ill,, ingfted on attending his guell to 
the fleet, where he firft faw fome horfes, with 
ibrprize. ' He was afterwards iudruded in the 
myfleries o^ the ChriiUan religion, which, with 
fome hefitation, he embraced. 

The admiral being difgufted at the fight of a 
place which had been the fcene of fo many dif« 
afters, failed to the eastward with his whole fleet ; 
and, palTmg the Auall though pleafant ifles of 
IVionte Chriflo, anchored before an Indian town, 
where he defigned to a plant a colony. 

Having landed thofe that were intended for 
fettlers in a commodiops plain, he built a tower 
to which he gavjp the .appellation of Ifabella. 
The fpot lay under a rock, on which a fort might 
Ibe eaflly ereded j the harbour was large, and ia 
the vicinity ran a flream of excellent water, from 
which the town might conveniently be fupplied* 
At no great diflance^ i^c, mines of C^bao were 
fald to lie^ To.a^cer,tain..tbis, the admiral dif« 
patched a captain and fifteen men ; and on thq 
2d of February, he feut off twelve of his fhips Xo 
Caflile under the command of Antonio de Torres* 

The party fent to explore the country, inform- 
ed the admiral, that 00. the fecond day, they 
came to the pafs of an almofl i(V|coe(iible moun« . 
tain ; and at the diflance of every' league, found 
a cacique* by whom they were hofpitablv receive 

Vol. I. E 
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ti. On the fixth day, they reached the mibM 
of Ceboa, where they ^^ually^fav the Indians 
colle6ting goM from a fmaH river, as they after^ 
wards did from many others of the fame pro* 
rince. 

This grateful intelfigence afi^fled to rerive 
the admiral, who ha'd experienced a fit of fick^ 
nefs from fatigue -, and on the 12tfa of March ht 
fet out for Cebao^ well attended by men on foot 
and horfeback, leaving, however, a ftrong guard 
tinder the command of his brother, Piego Co* 
himbas. This precaution he took in confe* 
^mpnce. of a confpiracy which he had' deteded 
and quelled on boards and Hkewife to fecure the 
fettlers from any fudden attack. He took iucb 
neceiTaries with him as he judged proper to 
build a fort in the province of Cbbdo, for the 
protedion of thofe he meant to leave there to 
gather gold; and to intimidate the natives,. he 
inarched his people throqgh their villages la 
rank and file with arms and accoutrement^ 
trumpets founding, and colours flying. Hie in« 
habitants feemed to have no idea of private pro* 
perty : they endeavoured to make free with 
whatever pjeafed their fancy^ and ibewed for* 
prize at meeting with a repulfe. The whole 
way was agreeably diveriified with pleafant 
mountains, covered with wild' vines^ and vari^ 
ous forts of fragrant triees. 

On the 14th of March, the adnotira!' proceeded 
for the river of Canes ; and foon reached' another 
to which he gave the appellation of the Gold Ri<» 
ver, becaufehere he difcovered fome grains of that 
precious metal. Having With fomediSculty pafied 
this large volume of water, he found a confider"- 
^^h town with the doort barricadoed aeaiaft hinx 

with 
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with canet. He entered the provinee of Cebao 
on th^ l6ih, which though not very fertile^ 
yields plenty of grafs, and U watered by rivers 
abounding in gold. 

His firft attention was directed to the building 
of a fort in the centre of the mines, and in a (i- 
toatioo naturally drong. This fortification he 
called the*caiUe of St. Thomas. It was garrifon- 
ed by iifty-fix noen, under the condu^ of Peter 
Margarite. 

The admiral having communicated his indruc** 
tloDs and advice to the garrifon^ fet out on his 
return for Ifabella, where he fonnd cucumbcrg 
and mdons raifed from European feeds, fit for the 
table i and ears of wheat, which had been fowa 
only two oGTonths, ripe and luxuriant. Vetches 
prodaced axrop in twenty-five days, and fugar- 
canes budded in the fame fpace. Columbus Taw 
and admired the fertility of the foil ; nor were the 
climate and the water lefs agreeable to hid 
wifhes. 

A meflenger arrived on the J ft of April, with 
intelligence,^ that the cacique Caun^bo was pre- 
paring to attack the fort of St. Thomas. To this 
Columbus gave little credit, as he did not fuppofe 
the natives had either rcfolution or force to mak^ 
any impreffion on it 5 but wilhing to leave every 
thing in quiet, before he proceeded on farther 
difcovenes, he difpatched a reinforcement of fe- 
Tenty men. , Meanwhile he completed his town, 
which was regularly difpofed, and fupplied with 
- water by an artificial canal. He likewife refolv- 
ed to fend all the fuperfluous hands back to 
Spatnf European provifions beginning to fail, and 
the health of feveral, in confequeDce, appearing 
to d^line* The more robud, he ordered to tra^ 
E 2 v-^" 
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verfe the ifland, that they might make difcove- 
ries, and become habttaated to the Indian diet. 

Accordingly four hundred Spaniards departed 
from Ifa bells on the 29th of April, and J^aving 
croffed the river del Oro, apprehended a cacique, 
whotn, with his brother, they fentjo the admiral 
in irons for breach of trod. Another cacique, 
relying on Hie fervices he had done ^he Spani- 
ards, accompanied the prifoners to Ifabella, in 
order to intercede for their liberation. The ad- 
miral received him courteonfly, and, to enhance 
the value of the favour he intended to grant» 
<iommanded the delinquents to be brought out 
for execution. The mediator, with a flood of 
tears, begged for their lives, which were granted 
to his friendfhip and folicitations. Immediately 
afier their rcleafe, a perfon on horfeback arrived 
from St. Thomas's, who told the admiral that he 
had refcoed fotii Spaniard*s,whohad been taken bjr 
the cacii}ue*8 fubjeds by way of reprifal, and that 
four hundred perfons fled at the very fight of his 
horfe. 

Columbus having made preparatlonsi for a new 
expedition, left a council, of which his brother 
was prcfident, to govern in his abfence. He then 
failed to Cuba; and on the 3d of May difcover- 
cd Jamaica, where he was informed there was 
pleniy'of gold. This ifland appeared beautiful 
in the extreme. A number of natives came on 
board to barter provifions for toys. Coading 
along the fliore, he fent out his boats to found, 
-when/ they were unexpededly furrounded by 
armed canoes. The Spaniards, however, not be- 
ing intimidated, faluted the aifailants with a 
flight of arrows, by which feveral were wounded, 
~**id the reft fled with precipitation. The admi* 

ral 
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y%\ Having repaired his (hip, ilood over, again« for 
Caba» determined to difcover wbetbcr it- was an 
ifland or a coDtioent, The fame time a young 
Jamaica Indian reqn^ed to accompany Colum- 
bos to Spain ; and^ifi fpite of the remonflrancet 
of his coQptrym<?n and friends, .peril Red in his 
refolution. It is needlefs to fay he met with t 
kind reception. . 

. Having reached the point of Cuba, which be 
denominated Cabo de Santa Cruz, he was over* 
taken by a dreadful ftocm of thunder and Ught*^ 
Ding. He found the whole fea in this quartet 
interfperfed with little fandy iflands^ which ren* 
der the navigation very dangerous. Clofe to the 
ihore, fome of them, however, were very plea* 
iknii and therefore he flyled them the Queen's 
Garden. On thefe,. they faw fcarlet-coloared 
cranes, abundance of turtles, and an infinite 
quantity of finging birds. The very air was im« 
pregnated with fragrance, and tbe fenfes were re* 
created with delight* 

In one of the channels feparating thefe iilands, 
they obfinrved fome fifliermen in a canoe, exer* 
cifing their vocation after a new and cnrioua 
form. A firing being tied ronnd the tail of fbme 
iisiall fiibes, called reves, which had been tatsght 
to encounter their fellows of the deep, by cling-» 
lag fafi to them, both are drawn up together. 
The Spaniards faw them catch a tortoife by this 
means ^ the reve being wound round its neck. It is 
£iid that thefe deeoy fiihes will fometimes attack 
fiiarks of the largefi (ize. Th^ Indians made a 
prefent to the admiral of the fiih they bad 
caught ; for which he gave them a fuitable re* 
turn. He now began to be in great want of 
provifions ; and his health was much impaired 
E3 *»• 
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by fatigue, and w|nt of reH, which he conld not 
venture to enjoy amid fuch a dangerous naviga- 
tion. 

On the 22d of May^ Columbus landed on one 
of'thefe largeri furrounding iilands^ to which he 
gave the nanae of St. Mary. Here he entered a 
town, abandoned by the inhabitants ; where ke 
found nothing but fifh and dogs. Continuing his 
voyage to the nortb-eaft« he became Hill more 
embarrafled by" tiie vafl number of flats and 
iflands which opened in unvaried fucceffion to 
his view. With all his precautions, the fhip was 
frequently aground ; and feeing no probable ter« 
mination of the dangers he inceflantly encoun* 
tered, he^was induced to relinquifh his dellgn of 
making the circuit of the iiland, till he ihould re- 
turn to Spain. 

The admiral now touched again at Cuba. On 
this occaiion one of the mariners having aibend* 
cd a tree, faw about thirty perfons armed with 
fpears and Aaves called macanas; and amonff 
them' one clad in a white veft, reaching to his 
knees,. and carried by two m^en drefied in a iimilar 
manner, with complexions as fair as Spaniards. 
A» thefe Indians hadily retired, Columbus next 
day (knt feveral people on {hore to afcertain the 
truth of this report, but without fuccefs. • 
. Some canoes coming off with a fupply of wa- 
ter and proviGons, one of the Indians was de- 
tained as an interpreter 5 on promife, hawever, 
of bejng fet at iibehy as foon as he had given 
the intelligence required. ' From him the adnn* 
lal was given to underl^and, that Cuba was an 
ifland; that the king never deigned to addrefs 
Ilia fubjedts bnt by figns ; and that the furround- 
ing coaftwas iow^ and full of iilets. 

Next 
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Nc^t day they fell in with fuch a number of 
turtles^ that they adually covered the fea ; while 
the fun was darkened by a cloud of fea- crows. 
They likewife faw fuch fwarms of butterflies^ 
that the face of day was obfcared from morning 
tin nighty when a deluge of rain fwept them all 
away. 

On the 13th of June, Columbus anchored in 
an iiland about thirty leagues in circumference, 
which he named Evangelifta ; and having wood- 
ed and watered, direi^ed his courfe fouthward i 
but foon found himfelf embayed. Returning to 
the coaft of Cuba, he flood to the eaftward } and 
on the 30th his ihip ran aground, and fluck fo 
fall, that it was with great difficulty and fome 
damage ihe could be got off. While in this vi« 
cinity, they were vifit6d by an old cacique, dur- 
ing the celebration of mafs. To this fervice he 
feemed to. pay great attention ; and, at its con- 
cluiion, fignified his belief in the exiftence of a 
fupreme Being, the rewarder of virtue, and the 
puniiher of vice in a future flate. 

The admiral put again to fea on the l6th of 
July. The winds and rains confiderably incom- 
moded him at firft j but as he approached Cape 
Cruz, he was overtaken by fuch a fudden ftorm, 
that before the fails could be furled, the (hips 
were well nigh overfet. Nor was this ftorm the 
only evil : they had alfo to contend with famine. 
Providentially, however, they reached Cape Cruz, 
where the Indians fupplied thejn with caflTada 
bread, abundance of fi(h, and (lore of fruits. 
Thus refrelhed, they ftood for Jamaica, and 
coafting it to the weflward, found it furnished 
with excellent harbours, and replete with inha- 
bitant^. 

. On 
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On the 20th of Augud, Columiras mad« the 
fouth fide of Hifpaaiola. oe^r Cape Tiberooo» 
which he then called Cape St. Michael. Soon 
after, a cacique came onboard^ who accofied him 
oy name, and pronounced fome Spaniih words. 
Towards the end of the month, bayiog iod fight 
of the other two (hips under his command, he 
anchored near the ifland of Alto VelcK Here the 
crew killed eight (eals^ atid canght abaodanceof 
pigeons and other birds, which being unaccnf* 
tomed to the cruelty of man, had not learned the 
neceffity of dying from his approach. 

At the end of lix days, the miffing ihip joined* 
The admiral then coafted along Hifpaniola» 
where they had a view of a fpacious plain, fo po* 
pulous, that for a league it feenaed to be one coq<* 
tinned city i and near it lay a large lake. Here 
the natives came on board ; and infomicd them* 
that the col6oy at Ifabella was well. Tbil pleaf* 
ing information being received, be difpetebed 
niae men acroft the ifland, to inform the plaotert 
of his arrival on the coaft. Proceeding eaftward^ 
he^feot hia boats afliore for Water, near a pdpo- 
lous town, whence the inhabitanta fallied with 
bows and poifoned arrows, to oppofe a landing. 
They even produced fome ropes, with which xhtj 
menaced to bind the intruders i but feeing^ the 
Spaniards advance without difmay, they tnrew 
away their arms, and made a tender to the adfaii^ 
ral of all they pofiefTed. 

Obferviog an uncommon fifli of great magni- 
tude fporting in the waves, and judging from 
other indications; that a ftorm was approaching, 
the admiral wi(hed to find a place of fecurity to 
anchor in $ and had the good fortune to difcover 
an iflandy near the eaft part of Hifpaniola, called 

by 
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by tbe natives Adamanai. Here being fhelter- 
edj he obferved an eclipfe of the naoon^ which 
vras followed by a tempeft for fome days faccef- 
fively. Having weathered the florm> and reach- 
ed the eaftern point of Hifpaniola^ he paiTed over 
to a little i{laDd> named Mona by the Indians ; 
and in his paflage from thence to St. John de 
Bonriqaen> he was feized with a peftilential and 
lethargic fever> which foon deprived him of his 
memory and reafon. In this dilemma « his peo- 
ple refolved to proceed to Ifabella, where they 
arrived in five days ; and the admiral recovered 
his fenfes> on the fever leaving him -, but was 
long in a feeble convalefcent ftate. 
• At Ifabella he had the felicity of finding his 
brother Bartholomew, who, on leaving the conrt 
of England, where, we have previoufly mention- 
ed, he had been in treaty, received intelligence 
from~Charles, king of France, of his brother's fuc- . 
cefs ; and, by this monarch, he was fupplied with 
one hundred crowns to profecute his jobrney to 
Spain. Unfortunately, the admiral had failed on 
his fecond expedition before his arrival at Seville; 
but their Catholic majefiies foon enabled him to 
purfne the fame track with a fleet of tlree ihips. 
Bartholomew was^ conflituted, by the admiral. 
Governor of the Indies. This title occasioned 
fome difpute, and expofed Columbus to this oblo- 
quy of his adverfaries. The difference was, how- 
ever, compromifed 5 and he was allowed to be^r 
the appellation of Lieutenant of the Indies. Thus, 
thoogh^e power was the fame, the word that 
expreflOT it was changed. Man has always been 
tbe dupe of terms. 

The fociety and affifiaoce of Bartholomew was 
a real confolation to the admiral, who by tbe 
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ml fcondud' of Peter Margarite, found himie}fiil>* 
▼olved in quarrels with the natives* This info* 
lent otHcer» ioAead of obeying the orders of Co* 
luoibus, encamped with the party with ^hich he 
had been eotruQed to traverse the countryi about 
ten leagues from Ifabella, whence he difpatched 
menacing letters to the council. Finding it inO' 
poilible to ufurp the fupreoie direction as he 
wi(hed, and dreading the return of the admrraU 
he embarked in the firfi fhip bound for Spaio^^ 
leaving his men witliout a leader. Thefe fol- 
lowing t^heir own inclinations, dKperfed aboci^t 
the country^ robbed the natives, carried off the 
women j and comcnitted fuicb atrocities as alien* 
ated the affedions of the Indians, and . induced 
them to think of revenge. 

Indeed, had the canqnes aiid their dependent . 
lords been firmly united, they oiight ea'fily hav^ 
emancipated tbemfelves from the Span^di yoke. 
Bat jealoufy will always prevent unanimity 
among rival powers, even where their intereH U 
the, fame. Guacanagari continued firm in hit 
profedions, and had even incurred the refentment 
of his brother fovereigns, for the faithful part he 
had aded. A neighbouring cacique had killed 
one of his women ;' Caunabo, the ioid of th« 
mines, had (lollen a fecond : to rev^ge .the death 
of the one, and to recover the otjif r, h^ eBrp^^Uff*^ 
implored a^ifiance. The admiral, out of gratitudie 
undertook to redrefs his wrongs. Beiides he had 
an intered in fomenting difTentions between ths 
Indian chiefs. Policy and morality have ever been 
at variance, and Coliinibus ftudied the latter \ 

On the 24th ot March, 1493* the admiral. In 
company with Guacanagari, fct out from Ifabclla, 
to profegute (hp w^r agaiuft his lodiao foes, who 

had 



ftad aflbmbtcsd an araiy of one bandred tboufaod 
men $ while the Europeans did not exceed two 
hundred, with twenty hories, and as noany dog». 

Never were foch difproportionate armies op^ 
pofed to each other. On the fecond day, Colunv* 
bus being in fight of the enemy . divided his army 
into two bodies, giving the command of one to 
hb brother Bartholomew, that* by a double attack, 
the attention of the Indians might be diftfaded, 
and their confofion increafed. The firft difcharge 
of the Spanifli crofs bows and muikets threw 
them into fome diforder ; but when the Europe- 
ans advanced with horfes and dogs, the timid and 
undifciplined multitude fled in con Vernation and 
difmay. Numbers were (lain and taken prifon- 
ers } among the latter was Caunabo, with all hii 
wives and children < This cacique confeifed, that 
he had killed twenty of the Spaniards who were 
firft left at Nativity, and that his intention' 
Was to attack Ifabella. Such a confeffion con- 
finxied by actual rebellion, if it deferves the 
name, was judged fo criminal, that the admjral 
determined to fend him and all his family to the 
tribunals of Spain. 

This fignal vtdory and the captivity of Gauna* 
bo fo intimidated die Indians, that in the fpace 
of ^ few months, the admiral reduced the whole 
Ifl^nd I and hnpofed a quarterly tribute on tho 
natives. Peace. became fo well cpnfinned, that a 
fingle Spaoiard could travel over the wjiole ifland 
without moleftation, and even experience hof- 
pitality and regard. The colony, however, by 
change of climate and of food, was nearly reduc* 
ed to one-thicd of the number originally landed 
at Ifabella. 

Daring 
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During this interval of repofe, the filpaniardf 

made themfelves acqaalnted with the ndannerf 
and cuftpnis of the natives, and the produdiona 
of iflands they had not hitherto vifited. With re- 
gard to religion, every cacique had a detached 
houfe fet apart ifor the lodging and fervice of cer- 
tain wooden images, denominated Cemis, before 
which they prayed, and ufed peculiar rites* Cau- 
nabo being interrogated refpeding his condition 
after death, replied, that in a future fiate he 
ibould be removed to a certain vale, where he 
iho^ld affQciate with his parents and predeceflbrs^ 
and enjoy every fenfual pleafure, with the hlgheft 
reliih, unreiirained* 

Hifpaniola being now in a date of fubroiffion» 
, and the colony eftablifhed and proteded, the ad- 
miral refplved to revilit Spain, to give an account 
of his proceedings, and to refute the charges of 
fome malicious accufers. He therefore embark- 
ed on the 10th of March, 14g6, on board two 
ihips, with two hundred and twenty- five Spani- 
ards and thirty Indians, and immediately fleered 
fgr the eaftward. 

The wind proving unfavourable and provifions 
falling (hort, he was obliged to fland to the 
fouthward, and on the Qth of April anchored at 
Marigalante. Next day he failed to Ouadaloupe^ 
and (ending his boats a(hore, the crews were 
oppffed by a n^umber of armed women, who 
ruuied out of a wood. The mariners refling oa 
their oars, ordered two of their Indian females 
to fwim jto land^ and inform the iflanders, that 
provlfions were their only objeds,.fQr which they 
woufd make a liberal return. 

Thefe Amazons li*aving"u rider flood the de- 

naond, pointed to the northward^ where their 

' hufbands 
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hvltbtKtis ^KTocId fuppJy them. Accordiagly, on 
the fbips coafiing rounds a number of people 
came down* to the bcadii^ and let fly a fliower of 
arrows at the boats. It was at laft found necef- 
iaqr to difcbaige a broadfide from the ihips 
againft tbefe deitermined iilanders. On this they 
infianlly fled, abandoned their houfes^ and left 
them to the mercy of the Spaniards. iTheir 
eSfi6tg, being now coniidered as lawful plun- 
der, were feiaed without remorfe, and their 
lionfes deflroyed. A fuificient quantity of bread 
was found to fapply the wants .of the inips ; and 
in ibme of the dwellings, which were. all fqijare, 
they difcovere4 honey, waz, and fome imple* 
.nients of iron. A man's arm, roafling on a iplt, 
appeared to have been the intended meal of one' 
family. ^ 

The admiral now difpatched forty men to 
obtain intelligdice of the country, who. return- 
ed next day with ten women and three boys, 
among whom-was the fpoufe of a cacique. This 
lady, notwithflasiding her fleetnefs, was fecured 
by a Canary man, whom flie hoped and attem|$t- 
cd to make her prey. Thefe women were cnor- 
moufly corpulent s^nd clumfy) they had long hair 
flowing down to the ihoulders, and were fwathed 
with cotton from the ankle to the knee. This 
was the only drefs they wore* The captive prin- 
cefs faid the ifland was inhabited by women 
only; and that among ihofe who oppofed the 
landing were only four men. At certain feafons 
of the year^ it appeared, that the males vifited 
them for a fhort fpace, and then retired. This 
was likewife the cafe in another ifland, poflefled 
by the fame fort of Amazons, who Teemed to be 
endowed with a luafculine underfianding, 3^'^ 
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lirectgtb n€t commoii amoog the malett of this 
elf mate. 

The (hips being ftirnifiied with a fappif cf 
Deceflaries> fet fiil from Ouadarlonpe dn the 20tk 
0f April, afcef the admird had difmified th« 
captive females^ ^^pt the ptincefa and her 
daughter, who preferred accomp^nyiog Caunaba 
Co Spain. This man it appeared «ras one ef their 
conn try men, though he had^feoi td be a caciq«e 
ef Hirpaniola. 

When the (hips were about xmt li«ttdrat 
leagues well from the Azores, provi€on« begaR 
to run fhort, and the crews wetie obliged to be 
put to a (hort allowance. On the Sth 6f JuiM^ 
feveral days after all the reckonings of the pilotv 
had heen out, but exaitly as tli« admiral i»lctH- 
lated, they made- the land of Odenicra, bdtweeft 
Lilbon and Gape St. Vinecftt. By this tittifc the' 
famine was fo fevere, that {oiike propoied to «at 
the Indians, while others recomn^iended theit bal- 
ing thrown overboard to le^n the ooo(bmptMtt. 
The admiral rejeded both thef*e propofals witll 
difdain, and exerted his utmoft addrefs to prdteft 
the wretched captives. Next morning his htt*- 
manity received its recompencfi in a fight of land, 
which fo well accorded with !his predidioil> that 
his men began to think him Imfpiredi 

The admiraf being landed, fet out for BurgdS^ 
where their Catholic maje^ies were then cele*- 
brating the nuptials of their fon Priiice John witk 
Mnrgaret of Auftria. He rnet with a favourable 
reception ; laid before the king and queen fpeci^ 
mens of the various proda6tions^ he had accumn* 
lated in his voyage; and prefenv'ed them witb H 
confiderable quantity of gold duftf {>ieces of tbtft 

metaU 
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metal, and art! cles of manufadure^ enriched with 
its plates. 

His next buiiDers was to vindicate bis condu6t 
from fome afjperfions, with which envy had tar- 
ni(hed bis chajader. In this he apparently fuc- 
ceeded to his wifhes^ but when he requefled to 
be fent back with fupplics to the colony^ which 
he juftly feprefented as being in want of men 
and neceifaries, fo dilatory was the court, ihat 
many months elapfed before he could obtain the 
objc^ of his wiilies. At laft an incompetent re* 
lief was fent off in two (hips, under the com- 
mand of Peter Fernandez Coronell. The admi- 
ral was once more reduced to the neceility of 
unheeded folici ration. The Spanifh mini^ry 
thwarted his deiigns ; their majedies perhaps 
were jealous of his fuperior charader ; and the 
biihop of Burgos, a man of Confiderable influ- 
ence, exerted ail the arts of low cunning to bring 
him into dtfgrace. This perfon was the invete- 
rate enemy of Columbus 3 and in the fequel it 
will appear^ was the chief author of his calarni*- 
ties. 
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THAT patient fortitude and perfeverance^ 
which were cbaraderifiic of ColQinbut, en- 
abled b'im at lad to carry his point. He for* 
wtrde4 and fuperintended bis new expedition 
vitb all pofltble diligence; and at \z&, on the 
30tb of May 1408, fet fail from the bay of St 
Lttcar de Barrameda with fix (hips filled with na* 
ieeflaries for the fettlers; refolving to profccute 
bis difcoverics witb/rcfli alacrity. 

On the ©th of June, b^ took in refreflimenti 
nt Madeira 3 and on the 19th reached Gromera* 
Here a French fhip having captured three Spa- 
Qifh veflels, put to fca with them, on the appear^ 
aoce of the fquadron. The adnairal being in- 
formed of this capture, ordered bis (hips to chafe, 
bat the French efcaped by dint of failing. 

Columbus now proceeded to Ferro, from which 
be difpatcbed three of his (hips to Hifpaniola, un- 
der approved officers, while • he with the reft 
fluiold fail towards the. Cape Verd lilands, and 
frcsa tbence direA his views to the difcQvery of 
ibe CQOtiiient, 
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On the 25th 6f' June, the admiral came to an 
anchor in Bona Viila» where he found a few 
hoafes for the accommodation of lepers, who are 
landed here for a cure. The Fortuguefe who had 
the charge of the iftand fupplied Columbus with 
fuch articles as they could fpare ; and upon his 
enquiring how the leprofy was healed, was in- 
formed, that the patients tru ft chiefly to the tem- 
perature of the air, and the flefli of tortoiffss* 
with the blood of which. they were externallj 
anointed. 

Turtles and gdats were extremely numerous ia 
this iiland, of the latter of which many are falted 
and fcnt to Portugal. 

At St. Jago, the admiral wiihed to taie on 
board ibme cows and bulls for his plantation ia 
Hifpaniola ; bqt finding fome difficulty and do<- 
lay in obtaining this objei6k, he failed without ac« 
complifhing it; refolving to fteer fouth-weft tHl 
He fliould reach the line, and then to alter his 
courfe to weft. He proceeded accordingly : but 
provifions and water falling (hort, he determined 
to change his diredion and make for Hifpaniola* 
He therefore ftood to the northward, when one 
day, about noon, a failor from the Tound-top 
faw land to the wcftward, about fifteen leagues 
diftant, ^retching towards the north-eaft as far 
as the eye eould reach. The mariners fung the 
Salve Regina; and the admiral gave the new- 
difcovered land the name of Trinity, from the 
circumftance of three mountains prefenting 
themfclves to his view at once. 

Continuing his courfe due weft, he difcovered 
thepontinent at the diftanceof twenty* fivftleagues^ 
ou the in of Auguft; but miftaking it for another' 
iilaad^ gave it the appellation of Ifla Santa. 
' > Columbos 



C^ambus, for better fecurity, proceeded to a 
more wefterly point of Idnd, denominated del 
Arena). In bis way he was followed by a canoe 
wttb twenty-five mtn, who Hopped within mufi 
ket ihot, and fhouted aloud. He endeavoured 
to sHiire them to the fhip^ by difplaying fome 
taifs omamenls and looking glaifes; bat this 
expedient, proving,in tbisinflance, inefFe^iial> he 
ordered one of his men to afcend the poop» and 
play on the tabor and ptpe, while his conipani* 
op>» danced round him. No fooner did the Indi- 
ans hear the muiio, $rnd obferve the gefliculations 
«f the Spaniards^ than they took them for a fig- 
mi of W8r> and prepared for a refolute defence^ 
The iavages however retired on a difcharge of 
crofs bows from the fhip > but they went along 
afide of another caravai^ without a^prehenfioa i 
«tid foone civilities were interchanged between 
tbem and the captain. Their. coraplexiens v^ere 
pretty fair ; they had long hair tied with firings* 
md wore girdles of cotton cloth. 

Having watered bis fhips at Arena), fromtar« 
tifioal trenches which he found on the fliore, he 
proceeded north- wefi to another naonth or chan- 
fiel» which he called Boca del Drago, and which 
b. formed by a point of Trinity liland meeting 
another from the continent. In the midfi of the 
Boca del Drago he anchored ;, and here the cur« 
rents were fo firong, and the roaring of the waves 
fo terrible, that the mariners were filled with 
conftemation and fear. They however efcaped 
without damage; and the admiral again weigh- 
ing anchor, failed along the fouth coafi of Paria, 
as he called it, which he then conjedured was an 
iiland ; and hoped to find a paifage northward to 
Hifpaoiola > but ii^ this he was at iafi undeceived. 
* . T 
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The boats being fent on (bore oo die 5th of 
AiiguQ, found plenty of frnits and wood; and 
obferved trace? of the natives who fled at their 
approach. A little farther down the coaft, a ca« 
Doe with three men canoe off, and naet with the 
nfaal kind reception and prefents from the admi- 
ral, after which they were fent a(faore« where a 
number of the Indians were aifeaibled. Tbefe 
being fatisfied of the pacific difpofition of the 
Spaniards, commenced a traffic with them. The 
.males covered their heads and/waifts with cottoa 
cloth i but the females were in a ftate of perfeft 
nudity. They feemed more civilized and trad- 
able than the Hifpeniolans ; but like them^ 
0iowed. the greateft prediledion for brafa toys 
and bells. 

Nothing valuable appearing among the pro* 
du&ions of this :quarter, fave a few inconiidera* 
ble plates of gold fufpended from the necks of 
fome of the natives^ Columbus taking fix of the 
Indians an boards and failing weflward» touched « 
at two lofty and well-peopled iflands, which 
feemed more rich than thofe be had left. The 
inhabitants wore firings of beads or pearls round 
their arms, and hadheavter plates of gold. The 
admiral having purcfiafed ibme of the pearls* 
which he was informed were found to the weft* 
ward and northward of Paria, fent off fome 
boats to enquire into the circomfiances of this 
valuable fishery. The natives receiyed the Spa- 
niards witb every mark of amity and hofpitality, 
and expreffed their defire to live with the Euro* 
peans in thofe fentiments. 
. Columbus, continuing to fail wefiward, found 
tbe water become mpre (hallow ; and having re- 
conoQiUxed tbe co^ft by mc^m of one of .ht^ 
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ibialler veflels, difcovered that what appeared to 
be iilands^ was one continuous continent. He 
was therefore obliged to return to the caftward j 
and> with fome difficulty, paifed the i!raights 
lying between Parigi and Trinity Ifland. He now 
failed along the coaft of Paria \ and after palling 
fome iflands^ entered the harbour of Domingo on 
Ihe 30th of Augutl, where his brother had built 
a city of that name. 

Columbus, almoft blind with inceiTent watch- 
fuloefs^ and quite exhaufled with fatigue, now 
flattered himfelf with the hopes of repoling in 
the bofom of peace and tranquillity. Alas 1 his 
expedations were vain : the whole ifland was in 
a ftate of confusion ; the greater number of the 
fettlers were dead > a new and dreadful difeafe, 
which poifons the fprings of life, had attacked 
•bout one hundred and fixty j a con fiderable party 
had rebelled under a perfon whom be had confii* 
luted chief juftice 5 and> to complete his cbagrio^ 
the three (hips difpatched from the Canaries were 
liot arrived. After a tedious voyage, in which a 
great part of the provifions was fpoiled, thefe 
▼efiels, however, at laft arrived. The admiral's 
brother having informed him of the circum* 
il^r>ce9 of the revolt, he was refolved to tranfmit 
an account of it to their Catholic majedies; and 
as the rebels complained of being detained on the 
ifiand, a htJt paiTage was offered to focb as were 
defirous of returning to Spain. 

^After many altercations, it was fettled that the 
admiral fiioutd deliver up to Roldan, the ring« 
leiMier of the revolt, two good fhips well provid* 
cd, to tranfport him and his adherents to Spain : 
that he ihould ilfue an order for the payment of 
Uieir falaries and ^ages to the day of their de« 

part 
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parfure} and that within fifty days Irom tberatn 
ficatioB of this GODyention» the malcontents (hould 
^uit the ifland* Matters being thus compro^ 
mifed* the admiral gave orders for equipping the 
ihips 5 but froro the fcarcity of florqs and'tbe tur^ 
bulence of the weather^ fome time having eltpfed 
before they could be brought round to Xaraguas 
the port from which the embarkation was to be 
made, Roldan changed his ijstentions; and tak* 
iutg advantage of the unavoidable delay that bad 
intervened, be renounced the (lipulations, and re<- 
fufed to depart. The ofBcer, whocondnded the 
ibJf s to their defined port having in vain ex*- 
bort^d the rebels to acquiefcence in their original 
engagements, entered a protett againft their pro* 
ceiMlings; and returned to the admirali to whom 
be reported Roldan's objedions. Columbus well 
knowing the difaffedion of his own people, was 
eager to heal this new breach ; and confenting to 
^ conference with the rebel chtef> it was ftipulat-^ 
ed; that the admiral (hould fend homd fifteen of 
Roldan's followers in the firfi (hip bound for 
8pain ; ^bat thofe who remained on the ifland 
ibould have lands and houfes in lieu of pay i that 
an ad of amnefiy iliould be pubU(lie(i; and 
fioldao himfelf reiofiated in hi$ office of perpetu- 
al judge. Having at lad adjusted this irkfome 
fldfair, ColumbuB fent out a captain with a body 
of men, wbo were to traverfe the ifiand and re« 
duce the rebellious Indians $ while he himfelf 
propofed to retutn to Spain, and to take bis 
brother the lieutenant with him. 
. In the meanwhile Alonzo de Ojeda arriired 
with four (hips from a eruife. and putting into 
Yaquimo, not only committed unprovoked out«> 
rsges oo the Indians^ but began to tamper wicb 
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tbe Spatiiards, To thefe he infibtliit^d^ ttut 
Clueen IfaMla was in a declining (hit of bealtfa« 
and that after her deceafe, Columbus would And 
no protedion at court; bur> on tbe contrary, 
wooid fall a vidim to the enmity df Ojeda's 
kinfman, the intriguing bifhop of Burgoa. 

Tbefe proceeditigs having reached the eari of 
tbe adrotraly he difpatched Roldan with twenty- 
one men againfl him; who, coming upon him 
fuddenly» rendered efcape or refitlance impradi- 
cable. On this, Ojf da altered his tone, eicufed 
bis landing on a pretence of wanting proviiioni, 
and declared he had no intention to difturb the 
quiet of the ifland. He then recounted fome dif« 
coveries and adventures on the coaft of Paria-s 
find concluded with a promife, that be would 
foon fail round to Domingo, and l^ave a perfonal 
interview with the admiral. 

Notwithftanding thefe profeffions, he failed to the 
province of Xarngua, where he feduced a numbi$r 
of perfons that had lately been in rebellion ;. and 
arrogated to himfelf and Caravajal a (bperintend* 
ing power over the admiral, by the appointment oV 
their Catholic majefties. He even inftigated fome 
to attempt force to carry their wiihes j but being 
dppofed by the foutid part of the Spaniards, a tu- 
mult enfued, tn which fome lives were loft ; and 
Roldan beitig again fent to attack him, furred 
the intruder tt> take refuge on board his Ihips. 
if a firatagem, the juflice got poiTelfion of his 
boat. This obliged him to confent to a treaty, and 
to leave tbe eoaft. 

Soon after bib departure, another commotion 
Was raifed by one of the former partisans of Rol- 
dan, ^bd wiflied to marry the daughter of Ca- 
l nua» 
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nvoi, queeo of Xaragaa $ but ijeingrXippofed in 
this defign, he concerted meafures for taking off 
the chief juftice. Roldan bating obtained intel- 
ligence of his intentions, concerted his plan fo 
welly, that he feized tbe chief confpiratora; and 
being direded by the admiral to punt (b tbem ac* 
cordinff to law> one of the ringleaders was 
hanged, others baniibed^ and fome left to the dif- 
pofal of Columbus. 

This example of fevere puni(hment, which was 
become abfolutely neceiTary for the maintenance 
of fubordination, had fuch a falutary efFed» that 
tranquility was restored throughout the whole 
iiland, both among the fettlers and natives. 
About this time, gold mines of the moft fuperior 
richnefs were difcovered ; and every perfoii began 
to labour in theni on his own account, paying, 
however, one- third of his produce to the king. 
So prosperous was this trade, that one man has 
been known to colled forty ounces in a day ; and 
one lump of pure gold was difcovered, weighing 
no leis than one hundred and ninety iiK ducats. 

While the zeal and adivity of Columbus were 
difplaying themfelves, in appealing the troubles 
and promoting the proiperity of Hifpaniola, for 
the. honour and intereft of their Catholic majef- 
ties, he had little reafon to apprehend, that a 
AoTm was coUeding againd him at home, and 
jull ready to biirfl on his head. During the late 
commotions, a number of complaints had been 
preferred againU him by thofe whofe criminal 
views he thwarted. He had been reprefented m 
the worfi colours, tliat ingenious n^lice could 
devife; and the friends of the complaihers being 
reinforced by bis private enemies about court, 

fuch 
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fttcb a clamour was raifed in Cafiile, that the 
people crowded round their majefties^ demanding 
jaftice againft the proud and imperious foreigner, 
who had opprefled and drawn from their native 
country, to death and ruin^ fo many of the Spa- 
nifli gentry. That mob> which a few years be- 
fore^ almoft idolized him for his difcoveries> now 
inveighed againft him on this very account, as 
being deftrudive to their countrymen ; and the 
court who wifhed^ no doubt, to reap the benefit 
of his labours without the tax that gratitude 
an4 original conditions impofed, at laft yielded 
to the importunity. Their Catholic majefiios 
gave a commiffioo to one Francis de Bovadilla, a 
perfoo in low circumflances, to proceed for Hif- 
paoiola, wder the title of infpeSor general. By 
virtue of his authority, he was to take cognizance 
of the admiral's condud ) and if he found him 
guilty, he was to fend him to Spain, and fupply 
his place. This licence blinded his jufiice and 
fHmulated his ambition ; for no fooner was the 
infpedor arriv.ed at St. Domingo, than he took 
pofieflion of the admiraVs palace. He then af- 
lembied all thoTe whom he found difaffeded to 
Columbus o» his brother -y declared himfelf go- 
vernor) and, to attach the people to his interefi', 
proclaimed a general remi(fipn for twenty years 
to come. His next ftep, ^as to rec)uire the ad- 
miral's prefence ; and to enforce this, he dif- 
patcbed the king's letter, which ran jn the fol- 
lowing tenor. It is worthy of being preferved, 
as it (hews how little reliance is to be put ^n the 
gratitude of princes, or in the i^abUJty of fa* 
vpur* ' .. 
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^0 D. CMIUfki^ Ctkmihur our Mith-al^fttw Cctm, 
"WE haveordered the comttfendary, Fran- 
d« d« Bovadilla, the bearer, to acqaaint you with 
tome things from us. Therefore we dcfire you 
to yield him entire credit and obedience. Given 
at Madrid. 

May 21, 14^9. 

Hie. Pcrer. dc Al«wteon. J ^ lI,THBauEBW. 

Coluiiibul dtd^not hefitate to obey this Aim- 
aions. He M out immediately for St. Doming#, 
to wiiit on Bovddin<3i> wild dapt bim and his bro- 
ther Diego in irons^ on (hip-board ; and placing 
n drong goard' oveir bim, denied him all aode(k of 
fais friends. 

A procefs was then inftltuted agatnft tfie ad- 
miral afnd his brother : their enemi^ wei^ ad- 
mitted Ai e^dedce^ ; and no depoHtions were (b 
abfard, incoherent^ or maticious as to be rcjeded 
on that ficebont, Itwas determined to con vi A 
him, that Bovadilla might retain his fiction. 

Bartholomew/ the lientenant, was not yet re- 
tuVned fVom Xaragua, tind it 1# probable he 
might have i^fbued his brother by force of arms, 
had nbt the admiral requeued him quietly to 
fnbmit to the authdHty of the new governor. 
The confcionfnefs of innocence Wonld not fuflfbr 
this great man to attempt a» defence by force. 
No fooner had Bovadilla fecbred the perfons of 
the brothers, than he gave poiitive ord^i^ to the 
captain of the (hip, on landing, to deliver thetn 
to Fonefca, the implacable enemy of Columbna. 
The new governor then began to fquander the 

king's 
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king's 'treafures anoong his creatunsa ; 4(>cotinte^ 
Dance pcofligacy and opprcflion ; and to overture 
ajl the falntarj^ ceguiladoQs of hia eminoat prede- 
edSbr. 

Andrew Marttn^ the captaki of the vdlibl 
which carried Cokirnbtis, aihamed of Cteing fuch 
a man in icons, vHhed to knock, them off.. Tkn 
admiral infixed on wearing them» daring the 
whole of his paiTage, obferving, that he was re- 
folved to keep them as a memorial of the reward 
of his fervices. This refolutioiThe never chang- 
ed : the fetters were always preferved as the moft 
precious relics, and, at his own requeil, buried in 
the fame coffin i^ith him. 

On the 20th of November^ 1500, having arriv- 
ed at Cadiz, he wrote a letter to their majedies, 
giving an account of his treatment. He received 
a very gracious anfwer, in which concern for his 
fufferings was joined with cenfure of Bovadilla's 
condud. He was invited to court, with ^ pro- 
mife, that be fbould ihortly be reindated in ali 
his honours. 

On his arrival at Grenada, the king and queen 
confirmed by words their obliging innmations in 
their reply -, and aiTured him be Ihould have am- 
ple fatisfadion. In the mean time^ having or- 
. dered an invedigation to take place, and the ac- 
cufations appearing malicious and frivolous, he 
was mod honourably acquitted. A new governor 
was nominated for Hifpaniola to redrefs the ad- 
mirars grievances^ and to oblige Bovadilla to 
make rcftitution. This power was delegated to 
Nicolas de Obando^ a man of abilities, but infi- 
dlo\^^ and revengeful. At the fame time, it was 
refolved, that Columbus (hould be fent on fome 
n G i voyage 
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voyage of profit and honour, till Obanda ihonld 
fettle the affairs of Hifpaniola. Bot the admiraU 
chagrined at the ingratitude he had experienced^ 
and apprehenfive of future difgrace from the ma- 
chinations of his enemies^ declined the enterprize^ 
till he was ftrongly folicited by their majefties, 
and affiired of their zealous prOte£tion. 
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ASQUADRON of four (hips, with one hun«; 
dred and forty men en board, being equipped, 
under the fuperintendence t>f Columbas, he fet 
iail from Cadi% on the 9th of May» 1501« for Ar-r 
»ila^ in order to relieve the Portugnefe, who 
vere reported to be in great diflrefs ^ bat befor* 
he arriited, the Moors bad raifed the fiege. He 
therefore proceeded immediately for the Grdnd 
Canary, where he arrived on the 2Qtb> and took 
io wood and water for his voyage. 

On the evening of the 25th he weighed and 
Hood for the Weft Indies, with fnch a propitious 
gale, that he reached Martinico on the Idth of 
June; and foon after, (landing to the weilward, 
among the Caribbee iilands, he fieered for Do- 
mingo, with a view of ciianging one of his (hips 
which proved a bad failer \ and hoping afterwarda 
to continue his voyage to the coaft of Paria, in 
queft of the ftraight which he fuppofed lay near 
Vnagua and Nombre de Dtoe. 

But that the new governor, font out to regu- 
late the afiain of the colony^ and to recal B6va« 
G 3 dilli 
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dilla, might not appear Vp be taken by forpriie, ' 
he difpatched before him one of bis captains to 
ilgnify the reafon of his purfuing this conrfe. So 
little inclined was the governor to affift the ad- 
miral with another (hip« he would not even al- 
low him to enter the port ; and difregarding the 
predi6tion of Columbus, who forefaw an ap- 
proaching dorm, permitted a fleet of eighteen fail 
to put to fea for Spain, having on board fiovadilla 
and the reft of the adipirars opponents* 

This fquadron, however, had hardly weathered 
the eaftern extremity of Hifpaniola, before they 
were overtaken by a terrible temped, in which 
the commodore, with Bovadilla and almod all the 
principal rebels foundered, and not more than 
three or four fhips of the whole w^e faved ^ 
while Columbus, aware of the impending dan- 
ger, ibeltered himfelf under the land in the beft 
pofition he could, ^ut the wind foon rofe to a 
perfed hurricane, and his three conforts were 
forced out to fba. The Bermuda, commanded by 
Bartholomew Columbua, was faved by the admir- 
abreikill and dexterity of this accompli&ed Tea- 
man ; being a bad failer, her danger had been 
itaoft imtninent. In a few days, the ibips all 
joined ^he admiral in the pori of Azua. Though 
a revengeful temper and a fuperditioos mind 
might have found confolation in the idea, that 
this dreadful tempeft had been the dedrudion of 
his enemies, Columbus felt more chagrin than fa* 
ttsfa6tion when he receded, that he was denied 
ihelter in that ve^ry country he had difcovered, 
and annexed to. ithe crown of Spain, in wbofe 
fervice ht dill laboured* His enemies, lefs libe- 
ral, lefs enlightened, afcribed this ilorm to ma- 
gic i and to give wqight to this beliefs the only 
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ftip oat of eighteen that arrived in Spain wasr 
the Aguja^ on board of w,hich were four tboufapd 
pefos of gold^ the property of the admiral. 

Unwilling to entfei* into difputes with jthe go- 
vernor; CdlnmboB refrelbed his men in the beft 
manner he codid in theport of Azoa.atid thence 
failed to a harbour of Brafil, called Gracchi mo 
by the Indians. Leaving this^ he was fo becalm- 
ed, that inflead of continuing his conrfe, he was 
carried by the currents near Jamaica. However, 
after fome dday^ landing fouth ward for the con- 
tinent^, he reached the inlands of Guatlara, near 
the country now called Honduras, where Bartho- 
lomew landed, and found a numerous population, 
and fome pieces of lapis caiaminari«, which the 
leamen miftook for gold. While he remained 
here, he defcried a krge canoe, with an awning 
made of palm tree leaves, under which the womea 
and children were (faeltered from the weather $ 
and though the veifel was manned by twenty-five 
ilout Indians, they fuffered themlblves to be cap- . 
tnred without the lead refinance. 

This veflel being replete with goods and do- 
meftic uteniilst gave him a favourable opportuni- 
ty, of becoming acquainted with the commodities 
o£ the country. On examining the cargo, it was 
found to'con(ift of quilts and cotton ibirtSi.of va- 
rious colours, together with long iheets, in 
which the women wrapped themfelves, long 
wooden, fwords, iharpened on each fide with 
dints, hatchets and copper bells. The provi- 
sions confided of fuch roots and grain as were 
nfual in Hifpaniola, and a kind of fermented li- 
quor made ftom maize. They had likewife 
abundance of cocoa-nuts, which being the re- 
prelentative of coin here> were proportiouably 

vak 
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valudl. Tbe^e people fectoed to have a dao 
fenfe of modefiy and decepcj ; ^hich decoruA 
of manners madefuch a favourable impreifioD on 
the admiral^ that he ordered them to be treated 
with peculiar refpeift, r^ored their canoe; e%r 
changed for Europma articlea fuch commodities 
as he wiflied to retain^ and difmifled them, weli 
pleafed. One old man, however, who cheerfully 
undertook the office of interpreter, and feemed- 
to be a perfon of wifdom and chara^er anciong his 
countrymen, was kept during the courfeof the 
voyage ; and having acquitted himfelf with fide* 
lity in the depaf ftment he undertook, was at Jail:, 
difcharged with many valuable pre&nts. 

Though the admiral foon learned frmn this ln« 
telligent guide, that a people of great* weaith^' 
politenefs, and ingenuitjr, tnhiabited a country to 
the weAward ; yet, conceiving he Xould at any 
time fmil thither ^ondt Cuba, for the prelent, he 
refolved to ei^plore the imagined ilraight in the 
continent, through which he might penetrate 
into the South Sea, ^nd thus reach the fpice. 
country. A mifconception of the Indian's mean- 
ing had given rife to the fuppofition, that fuch 9 
flraight exifted ? thejr intended to defcribe an ' 
ifihmus, which Columbus mi Aook for a narrow 
gulph, e3(tending from fea to fea. 

In queft of this flraight, he failed towards a 
point on the continent, which he named Cafinut^ 
from the quantity of trees growing therci bearing 
a fruit fo called by the Hifpaniolans* In the vi- 
cinity of this cape, he faw people with painted 
Ihirfs, like coats of mail, fafficicntly flrong to de* 
fend them agauift the weapons of the country, or 
even the ftrokeof a ifword^ . Farther to theeaft- 
"^rd^ near Capr Qmcias a Dtos^ the aatiros were 

of 
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of a favage afpedi, and [cannibals. Sailing flill 
to windward^ on Sunday, Augufl 14, 1502> Bar- 
tholomew Colnmbus with a large party went 
aihore to hear roafs, iand on the following Wed- 
nefday, took poflfeifion of the country for their 
Catholic majefties. Immediately, above one hun- 
dred Indiai;is laden with proviHons ran down to 
the (hore ; but perceiving the boats, fuddenly re* 
tired in (ilence. The lieutenant afcribing thU to 
timidity, employed the interpreter to ingratiate 
him felf with them by means of trinkets and bells, 
which were fo acceptable, that next day they re« 
turned in greater numbers, bringing with them 
hens, geefe, fifli, and other kitads of provifions. 
The country, thoueh low, was beautifully Ver- 
dant } producing pines, oaks, palms, and mirabo^ 
tans. Among the quadrupeds were deer, and a 
ipecies of kopard. The features of the inhabit- 
ants refembled thofe of the iflands already de*- 
fcribed: they covered their loins ; and every na- 
tion fpoke a language of its own. Their bodies 
and arms were ornamented with different figures 
indented by fire. Tkey feemed to have no reli* 
gion ; but on fiofiivals they painted their faces of 
various colours, fo as to make a moft terrific ap- 
pearance. 

The wind and currents being contrary, the ad- 
miral fpent feventy days in failing fixty leagues 
to the eaftward. On the I4th .of September, ho 
reached Gracias a Dios, fo called, becaufe the 
land trending off to the foUth, gave him an op- 
portunily of profeeuting his voyage with the 
trade- wind. 

On the l6th, the boats being fent a(bore to 
water, one of them, with all the men, was unfor- 
tunately loft by a violent forf or rippUng, occa- 

fion 
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ilooed by the cooflid of the cqrreol aod ibft 
ixrind. To tbiy river he gave the «ppelIat)OD of 
De la Difgracia, or Diiafter. Running farther to 
the fouthward, he anchored near the town of Ca^ 
riari, in the vicinity q£ an ifland nacped i^uiriviri* 
vhich in population^ foil^ aod fituatioo> was dif- 
tiMuifhed above every plaec he had yet viiited. 
Tab town was watered by a large .river, on the 
banks of which a n&uUitode of people appeared, 
iboie armed with bows and arrows, ..others with 
palm- tree laoccspointed with fiih hones, and a^ 
third defcription with clubs. They feemcd to 
iHive beea coUeded to .defend theijr country from 
invafion; but being fatlsfiod of the |iacific dif- 
pofition of the Spaoiardsj th«y eagerly wJihed to 
barter their con^modltjes, confiiliog of artos^ cot^ 
ton, fflieets, and guaninis, whi^h are ornaments of 
gold for the necki for articles of European oianu* 
Adure; but the adnairal, to give the favages the. 
iiigheil idea of their vifiters, as if they were fu* 
perior to all mercenary views, prefented them 
with trinkets, for which he vo«ild not fuffer any 
thing to be taken in exchange. This (&yed only 
to whetten their deiire for trafHc $ they invited 
the Spaniards to land ^ but finding they could 
not fucceed, they retired, leaving every article 
tb^ had received in a fmall heap on the ibore. 
The Indians, conceiving that the flrangers dif* 
trofled their fincerity, fent down an ancient maa 
of a majefiic prefence, with a flag on a ftaff> «t-^ 
tended by two young women, having guaninia 
about their necks, Thefe fensales, at the earoeft 
requeft of their guide, were fent oft board the ad- 
Kiiral i aod bein^ handfomely entertained, were 
difmiffed to rejoin the veteran^ and about fifty of 
bis comtjyman on the beach* 

Next 



Next dajT the HeateiMnt goiDg aihore, two of 
the Indiati chiefi taking him by the aatnB, with a 
gentle violence^ made bitn fit down oo the grafs 
between them. Thus fitaated, he began to in- 
terrogate thein> and drderad the fecretary to write 
down their anfwers. But having themtelvea per- 
formed fome magic ceremionieB before they ap- 
proached the Spaniards, they qdnceived that pen, 
ink, and paper were the indruments of forcery 
among the flrangers, and fled in great conflertia- 
tion, when they were produced. Bartholomew 
found means to quiet their apprehenlionsy and af* 
terwards vilited thdir town^ where he faw feyeral 
tombs in a large wooden firuftare covered with 
canes. They appeared to poflefs the artof embalm- 
ing the dead. Over each of the iepnlchres was a 
board^carved with the figurefrof beafts, or the M^ 
gies of the deceafed> with the native ornaments. 

The appearance of the country, and the ma%^ 
ners of the inhabitants excited the admiraKs df^* 
fire to become better acquainted with both. Hb 
therefore ordered feven of the Indians to be fecn/- 
ed, and feleding two of the mbfi intelligent look- 
ing perfons among them, difmified the reft with 
prefents, afiuring them, that their companions werb 
detained for no other reafon but to a^ as guides 
and interpreters, and that in a ihort fpace they 
fliould be fet at liberty. This detention, how- 
ever was afcribed to avarice } and next day, four 
ambafladors arrived with a prefent of two wild 
hogs to ranfom their countrymen. The deputies 
were treated with the greatefi civility, well re- 
paid for their hogs, and fent away fatisfied^ that 
no harm would befal their comrades on board. 

One of the failors having canght a wild cat of 
extraordinary fiae, comptred with the f?TQe ani 
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lual in Europe^ the crew eptertained tbemfdves 
with letting it loofe oo one of the hogs, vhich had ' 
been brought for aprefent. Thoiigh caturally ver^ 
ferocious, oo fooner did it fee th« cat« than it 
ran about the deck in a frights The admiral 
perceiving thig| ordered a hog to be brought near 
the cat in coilmiemeat, which immediately wind- 
ing its tail about the hog*s fnoat^ and with its 
fore leg fafteniog on the poll, would foon have 
difpatched it> had not the attendants interpofed. 
From thefe cireumfiances it. was clear, that thoiie 
cats hunt like the European wolves. 

On the 5th of Odpber, the admiral entered 
the fpacious bay of Qaravaro, in which are mapy 
iAets. On one of thefe iinall iflands they dif- 
covered twepty canoes^ and their crews hard by 
thetn on the fliore> without the leaft article of 
dr<^fs or ornament, fave little plates of gold round ' 
their Becks. Thefe betrayed oo fymptoms of 
fear; but readily exchanged a gold plate weigh- i 
jpg ten ducats for three horfe- bells ; and. gave 
the Spaniards the agreeable intimation, that gold 
was abundant in that neighbourhood. 

Next day, a boat's crew met with ten canoes 
full of people, who declining to part with their 
gold plates, the adcniral ordered two of them to 
be taken, for the fake of obtaining information 
,by means of the Carter! interpreters. Thefe con- 
firmed the report of gold being found at the dif- 
tance of two days journey up the country. I 

Sailing from thence, the admiral, fome days I 
after, entered the river Guaiga, where ^is boats j 
were violently aflaulted by a party of one hun- 
dred Indians; who refoluteiy ran into the water 
up to the middle, brandifhing lanoes, blowing 
horns, and ibowipg every mark of averfion and 
3 defiance. 
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defiance. The peaceable demeanour of the Spa- 
niards fbdn appeared thefe hoftile menaces 3 and 
for a few horfe bells, the natjVes exchanged gold 
plates to the value of one hundred and ijfiy du- 
cats. Next day, however, they lay in ambufcade, 
and perceiving, that no one would vetiture to 
land without fecurity, they riifhed into the wa- 
ter, aiid repeated the fame infults as on the pre- 
ceding day. The Spaniards being exafperated 
at their infolence^ wounded one of them with aa 
arrow 3 and, at the fame time, a cannon being 
fired, they fled in the greateft c6nl!^ernatioQ. 
Then four men landing, invited them by figns to 
return 3 on which they laid down their armsj 
and Entered into peaceable traffic. 

Columbus having procured fpecimens of the 
produce of this part of the country, proceeded to 
Catiba ; and calling anchor in the mouth of a 
large river, faw the natives preparing for defence. 
However, they fent two deputies along fide in a 
canoe; and thefe having difcoUrfed with the in- 
terpreters, came on board the admiral, and pre- 
fented him with their platen, for whi&h he made 
thefn a fatisfadory return. Amity being thus 
eftablifhed, the Spaniards went aOiore, and found 
the king furrounded by a number of his fubjefts, 
from whom he was in no refped diftinguilhed, 
but by a tingle leaf of a tree, which in fome de- 
gree proteded him from the rain. Tbefovereiga 
having firft exchanged his gold plate^ his people 
ipeedily followed his example. At this place 
was feen a conOderable mafs of wall, apparently 
conftruded of done and lime; the firft trace that 
had been difcovered of architeftural Ikill in the 
new world. Sailing to the eastward, the admi- 
ral paired Cobra VO; and feyeralr town» of gre^c 
Vol. L H tr 
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trade, among which was Veragua, where the la" 
dtaus faid the gold was colkSed, and the plates 
made. On the 2d of November, be entered a 
barboar^ to which he gave the appellation of 
Porto Belloy from its beautiful (ituaiion. The 
weather proving unfavourable for proceeding, he 
continued here for feven day8> during which 
fpace, a con ant communication and commerce 
was kept up with the natives. 

Leaving Porto Bello, the admiral dire6ted his 
courfe to the eaftward ; but next day was forced 
back ; and running in among the iilands near the 
continent^ where the town of Nombre de Dib^ 
now flands, called the Place Pt^erta^ de Baftimen- 
tos, from the quantity of provifiops. A boat, well 
manned^ being fent in purfuit of a canoe^ the In- 
dians on board it were fo terrified, that they 
leaped into the fea, and in fpite of all the efforts 
of the Spaniards, efcaped by dint of diving and 
fwimming. Here Columbus remained for a 
fortnight, when he failed for Guiga, where a bo* 
dy of three hundred Indiaifs appeared ready ta 
open a trade with the Spaniards. Without inak« 
ing any delay here» he put into a fmall con^ned 
port, which he named Retrete, capable of con- 
taining no more than fix ihips, with an entrance 
not more than twenty paces wide. In this place 
he lay nine days, at firft trading very familiarly 
with the Indians, till the infolence ot one of the 
failors provoked them to open hc^ility. llieir 
courage increafing daily with their numbera, and 
the admiral having in vain endeavoured to' allay, 
the commotion, found it abfolutely necefifary to 
alter his deportment, to prevent their aggreffioo» 
He therefore ordered his men to fire foroe plecea 
of canqjOD^ which thqr anfwered with noife nttd 

▼ocUeratipD^ 
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vociferation^ as if they defpifed the cxplofion, 
which they believed to be the tffc€t of thunder. 
On this one of the great guns was loaded with 
Ihot, and the ball falling in the midd of a party 
alTembled on a hillock^ convinced them that they 
bad fomething more than noife to apprehend. 
Ever after they k^pt out of fight/ Thefe people 
were tall and well-(haped. In the harbonr, alii 
gators were numerous. Thefe animals (lept 
llfliore, and emitted a muiky fcent. They ap- 
peared ravenous when they could take an ad- 
vantage ; but cowardly when attacked. 

The admiral perceiving that the winds conti- 
nued to blow with violence from the ea(lem 
quarter, and that he was precluded from trading 
With the inhabitants of this coaft, refolved to fa- 
tttfy himfelf in regard to the authenticity of the 
report, concerning the mines of Veragua, and ac- 
cordingly failed back to Porto Bello. 

Next day, the wind ihifted ; and for fome 
time the weather was fo boifterous, that a man 
could fcarcely ftand on deck. The clouds feem- 
ed to be melting into a deluge ; the whole air ap- 
peared like a (heet of lightning 5 and the thunder 
rolled inceffantiy over their heads. The mariners, 
worn out with fatigue, and terrified with this un- 
nfual commotion of the elements, were driven to 
defpair. Amidfl this danger and difira6tiou, th6y 
were iit the utmod peril of being overwhelmed 
by a dreadful water- fpout, which rifiog from 
the fea, about the thicknefs of a butt, fcemed to 
reach the clouds, and burft with a tremendous 
roar. To darken their profpedt, they loft fight of 
one of the (hips ; and it was not till the end of 
three days, that they found fhe was fafe. 

H2 
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iVt tliis crifis, when almoft hope was \o^, a 
calm enfued, of two days contiauance, during 
which they were furrounded by fliarks fo voraci- 
ous, that they were caught with any bait. In the 
belly of qne, an entire turtle was found alive. 
Though thefe fifhcs were regarded as ominous, 
and their flefli but indifferent food, the failors 
beginning to be preifed with famine, ate them 
with great eagernefs. Indeed all their fea dores 
were confumed, except jiheir bifcuit} and this 
was fo full of maggots, from the heat and moif- 
ture of the climate, that they generally ate it in 
the dark, to conceal the difguft of the vermin 
with which it was filled. 

On the 17th of December,, Columbus repofccl 
his crews for three days in a harbour eaft of Pen- 
non, called Huiva by the natives. Here they ob- 
ferved, that the natives lived in huts,ere6ted in 
the tops of trees, to fecure them from wild beaf^s, 
and land floods, or enemies qf their own Ipecies ; 
for war frequently raged along the coau. On 
quitting this harbour, a new florm arofe, an4 
they were obliged to take flielter in another port. 
The 3d of next month » the weather became more 
moderate ; but as if Providence had refolved to 
thwart the ea^pedition, no fooner were they again 
lander fail, than the wind frefhened and became 
contrary; and they were buffeted about by the 
waves, till they were driven back to one of their 
former ports. 

After fome repairs, and laying in a freih flock 
of fuch provifions as the country fgpplied, Cq- 
lutnbus once more fet out j but he was fo per- 
plexed M^rith currents, and fatigued with tempefls 
and contrary winds, that he gave this cpaft thp 
iippropriate name of de Contraflies, or the Coafl 

'Contention. 

At 
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At laft he reached the river of Vcragua, wtofe 
waters were very fhallowj but the boats proceed- 
ed up to the town, near which the gold mines 
were faid to lie. At firfi the Indians flood on 
their guard, and menaced oppolition y but our 
Indian interpreter giving a favourable reprefent- 
ation of the views and condu^ of (Iran gers, they 
were appeafed ; and bartered away twenty plates 
of gold, and fome grains of the fame metal in 
their native i^ate, which they faid had been col- 
leded in defolate mountainii> at a very great dif- 
tance. 

Two of the (hips, with the admiral on board, 
went up a river in the vicinity, to which he had 
given the ap)>ellation of Bethlem ; and here they 
found the Indians ready to exchange their com- 
modities, particularly fifli, which at certain fea- 
fQHS of the year fwim up the rivers in incredible 
ihoals. The other ihips having joined, Bartholo- 
mew, the lieutenant, went up the liver with the 
boats to the city of Quibio ; the king, who hear* 
ing of his defign, in token of friend thip, met him 
in his canoe. Next day he vilited the admiraU 
and after an hour*s converfation, and an inter* 
change of prefents, he departed extremely grati* 
£ed. 

Soon after, the river fwelled by the floods fo 
fuddenly and fo highj that the admiral's ihip 
parted her cable, and ran foul of another velfel, 
by which accident both were in imminent danger 
of being loft. This prodigious rife was fuppofed 
to be occafioned by fome cloud having burft oa 
the loftv mountains of Veragua. 

On tne 6th of February, 1503, the lieutenant 
and Hxty-eight men afcended the river to the ca« . 
cique*8 town, on purpofe to enquire the neareft 
H3 r 
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road to the mines. In confequencc of the ij»teU 
ligence received, .they travelled feyeral leagues, 
and arriving at the place where they were dire^- 
cd, gathered fonae gold about the rppts of large 
and lofty trees. As the fqle aim.pf the journey 
was to obtain infortpation refpedting the mines, 
the party retorued v^ell pleafed with their a4ven- 
ture ', though it afterwards appeared, that the 
rnines of Veragua lay much nearer, and that they 
had been purpofely fent to the mines of Urira/a 
nation at war with Quibio. 

A few days having elapfed, the lieutenant witl^ 
fifty men fct out again for the river Urira, {even 
leagues weftward of Bethlem -, and next day b94 
an ipteryiev^ with the cacique, when fome plates^ 
of gold were exchanged. . The Spaniard^ were 
then conduced to the town, wh^re they were 
Lofpitably entertained and ]odge4 Soon aftec 
their arrival at this place, the neighbouring ca- 
cique of Dururi waited on thenp : he had a nu- 
merous retinue, and feyeral plates of gold were 
bartered by his people. The news of gold being 
found moft grateful to the ears of the Spaniards, 
this'cacique pleafed the lieutenant, by informing 
bina, that in the interior parts, there were car 
ciques who polfefTed abundance of gold, and 
maintained armed men like the Sp^njard?. 

Bartholomew fending back a part of his men to 
the fliips, proceeded with the tepnainder to Zo- 
barba, where he faw aboye 6^ Ipagues of ground 
full of rpaize, in good cultivation. Here the na-r 
tlves we^-e kindjy attentive 5 and furniflied him 
with fome plates of gold ; but having advai\ped 
a great way from the fiiips, and found no place 
more convenient for a colony, which it was in- 
tendeil (o fettle^; than C|ethlem^ he ^etvirned with 

a goQ4 



COLyMBUS, 79 

,a good qnantity of gold, aqd a refoUuion was 
now taken to leave a cclony here of eighty men 
under his coQituand. The qccefTary difpoiitions 
being made, they began to ere6t timber houfes, 
covered with palm leaves, in the vicinity of Beth? 
lear river. 5 and feveral pieces of cannon, ammur 
nitidn and provifiops were lodged in the maga- 
zine apart i while, other (lores were placed on 
board pneof the {hips, theGallega, for the ufeof 
the colony. As ti(h abounded on the coaft, they' 
had an ample fuppiy of nets and other fiHying 
tackle. The Indian mode of catching flfli, bere 
was with hooks made of tortoife Ihell. Pilchards 
were their u'fual prey. In the middle of their 
canoes, from ftern to iiern, they had a partition of 
palm leaves two yards high ; and plying about 
ihe river, made a noife with their oars (b as to 
alarm (he {ifh, which miftaking the leaves for 
land, frequently, darted againft themi and fell in- 
to the canoe. Their principal beverage was a 
kind of beer made of maize. They al(p made s^ 
pleafant wine of palms. -• 

Every thing having bieen provided for the com* 
fort and fecurity of the new colony, the admiral 
w^s determined to return to Sp<!in j. when his 
voyage was effedually retarded by the lownefsof 
the water in the river, which would not float his 
fhips, as well as by a terrible furf, which threa- 
tened deftrudlion to any veflel on the (horc. 
This circumdance was the more unfortunate^ asi 
the rains we^re paft, which alone could fwell the 
river; and the tbips' bottoms wete perfedly 
worm-eaten. To complete the calamity^ it was 
cafually difcovercd, that Quibio intended to de- 
(iroy the fettlement, as having been formed con- 
trary to bis inclination^ and that of bis people. 
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In this dangerous dilemma, the admiral concert^ 
cd meafures wilh his brother. It was therefore 
propofed to take the cacique and his principal 
ipfii prifoners. and to carry them homages to 
Spain. Accordingly the lieutenant and fevent^ 
men proceeded to the village of Veragua, where 
be received a melfage from the cacique, defirin^ 
he would come up to his houfci which ftood apart 
on a hill. He had now occafion for all his ad* 
drefs. He refolyed to accept the invitation with 
five men only; having ordered the reft to follow 
two and two at fome diftance, and, on hearing the 
report of a muiket, immediately to furround the 
hoafe. Quibio meeting the lieutenant at the 
door, was immediately feized *, and the iignal be* 
ing given, the Spaniards encircled the hoafe. 
The prince being taken, about thirty attendants 
made no oppofition. But as they were conveying 
the cacique on board, he found means to leap in- 
to the river ; and darknefs fettiog in, it was im- 
poffible to recover him, or to know the event. 
After a fruitlefs fearcb, the party returned over- 
whelmed with (hame and vexation. 

Finding it impradicable to recover the fugitive 
Indian, the lieutenant and his men came oa 
board the admiral, and prefented the plunder of 
Qaibio's houfe, which was pretty confiderable. 
A fifth part was deduded for their Catholic ma- 
jedies ; and the reft diftributed among the part/ 
engaged in the expedition. 

The river being again fwelled by the tains* 
Columbus found means, though with much diffi- 
culty, to get over the bar into the fba. He then 
waited'for a fair wind to carry him to Hifpaniola, 
from wben^ce he purpofed fending fopplies to his 
new fetUemeot. During this intei'fsl^ the boat 

providen* 
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providentially went afliore, and was the probable 
falvation of a number of Spaniards. For Quibio 
no fooner faw the fbips at Tea, than he refolved 
to attack the fettlement ; and the furronnding 
woods facilitated the enterprife. But the lieu- 
tenant, with undaunted refolution, Tallied out on 
the 'enemy, and copnpelled the favages to retire, 
juft as the boat reached the (liore. In this en- 
counter, a Spaniard was killed and feven wound- 
ed, among whom was the lieutenant himfelf. 
The crenrjy, however, again and again returned 
to the charge J and the fpirit of the Europeans 
was thus broken, as well as their number re* 
duced. 

Meanwhile the admiral waited impatiently for 
favourable weather to fend the only boat afhorc 
which remained, fpr intelligence previous to his 
leaving the coaft j apd in this interval, fome of the 
prifoners efcaped in the night, and the reft hanged 
themfelves in defpair ; fo that no hoftages for 
Quibio's peaceful demeanour were left. From 
the inclemency of the elements, no boat could 
live; and the anxiety of Columbus increafing, 
he en;;3ged one of his pilots to fwim aihore for 
inlelligciiice. This hazardous enterprize he hap- 
pily accompli ftie (I, and returned with a melan- 
choly detail of attacks without, and animofities 
v/iihin. Bartholomt^w found it impra6ticable to 
maintain his authority; and the fetilers were 
unauinioas in nothing but in quitting the place. 
The admiral feeing no other alternative than to 
expol'e the fettlers, among whom was his own 
brothen, to certain deftruiSlion, or to take them on 
board, did not heiitate what line of oondu^ to 
purfue. He received and accommodated theco- 
Jonids in the bed manner that the circumflancefi 
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of his fliips would permit. All the goods and 
fiores were carried off; and nothing of value left, 
except the hulk of the (hip intended for the nfe 
of the fetttement, which was found too rotten to 
be of farther fervice. 

The admiral having yielded to xmperions c5r- 
cumdances, which fruOrated his reafonable ex- 
pectations of deriving credit and advantage from 
ereding a fettlement on the' continent, failed 
along the coaft to the eaftward, contrary to the 
judgment of all his pilots, who thought it pofli- 
ble to reach Domingo by. bearing to the north. 
The fuperior nautical (kill of Cofombos and bis 
brother taught them otherwife. They were nc- 
v6rthelefs cxpofed to the obloquy of ignorance ; 
and murmurs and apprehen(ions were fpread, that 
he had it in contemplation to fail diredly for 
Spain, without having taken in provifions ade- 
quate to the voyage. 

Having reached Porto Bello, he was obliged to 
leave another of his (hips, which was totally de- 
cayed. He thc^n pa (fed Porto Retrete, together 
with a number of minute iflands ; and having 
weathered the point of Marmora on the conti- 
nent, on the 1 ft of May, he flood to the north, 
with both wind and currents fetting from the 
caft. 

The principal navigators affirmed, that he was 
already to the eaftward of theCaribbees; but he 
himfelf was fearful he ihould not yet be able to 
fetch Hifpaniola, and his judgment was verified. 
After a run of feveral days, be found himfelf 
among the iflands called the Queen's Garden, 
ten leagtfes to the fouthward of Cuba. By this 
time the (liips were fo leaky that they rould 
Scarcely be managed by the pumps : the firength 

of 
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of the crewa was exbaufled ; and they were at 
a fbort allowance of very indifferent fare, had it 
been unlimited. In this melancholy fituafion> 
they were overtaken by a ftorm. The two fliips 
ran fool of each other, and had nearly foundered; 
however Providence again favoured the admiral ; 
with difficulty they got clear, and dropped their 
anchors. What increafed their thanj^fulnefs was, 
to find in the moriYing, that only one Orand of the 
cable was left uncut : had this given way, they 
muft have been 4s(hed on pointed rocks. ^ 

The weather having become moderate, Ck)lam- 
bus failed to an Indian town in Cuba> named 
Mattaia> where he laid in fome refrefhments. 
But finding it impoflible to bear up forHifpaniola, 
be fiood over> ;o Jamaica^ with the ihips almoft 
fall of water, in fpite of all their exertions. At 
lafl he readied the^harbour of Santa G)oria> well 
guarded b^ rocls ; and finding it impolfible to 
keepihe (bips longer afioat, he run them agrQund, 
fide by fide, and ordered fheds to be made on their 
decks for the protedion of his men. By this €&• 
pedient he bad the crews more under control 
than if they had been on land, and better guard- 
ed from any attack of the natives. With that 
wifdom whtch always marked his condud> he 
appointed two perfons to fuperintend the market. 
that equal juftice might be done on both fides } 
and the Indians^ fure of honourable tretitmeot, 
might be ready to fopply him with provifions,^ 
or to engage in traffic. Thefe regulations w^re 
alike grateful to his own men, who were wtli 
fopplied, and to the Indians, who frequently ex- 
changed their animals and provifions for a bit of 
tin^ a few glafs beads^ or a hawk's belU A chief 
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was fometimes coroplimented with a red cap, d 
ffnall looking-glars, or a pair of icilfars. 

But though they were now freed f'rotn the. 
preifure of want and immediate danger, . this 
was not the fcene of their reft. The admiral 
next confulted how to tranfport the party to 
Hifoaniola, and after mature deliberation, it was 
refolved, that two canoes {hould be difpatched 
thither with an account of their misfortunes, 
and a preiiing felicitation to the governor, to 
fend a (hip for their relief. James Mendez de 
Segura, the admiral's fecretary, embarked in one 
canoe with (ixteen men> Spaniards and Indians ) 
and the command of the other was given to 
Bartholomew Fiefco, a Genoefe gentleman, who 
had the lame number of hands. ^ This laft had 
orders to 'return immediately with the news of 
their fafe arrival ; while Mendez fhould continue 
his route over land to St. Domingo. 

The men left, foon began to grow fickly from 
the fatigue they had undergone, and a change of 
diet J and illnefs always fofters a fpirit of difcon- 
teht. They now caballed againft the admiral^ 
as if he had no with to return to Spain ; they 
anticipated the refufal of the governor of Hifpa- 
niola to grant any afliftance from bis previous 
condu6^ ; they even fuggefted that the canoes 
were loft, or fome tidings would bav6 been -re- 
ceived fVom the fecretary. Hence they concliKl- 
ed, that it was their beft plan to leave the admi- 
ral, who was very ill of the gout, and to follow 
their Companions to Hifpaniola, ^here their de- 
fer ti on would be a pa fl port to the governor's fa- 
vour. Two brothers of the name of Porras were 
the fuggefters and fupporters of thefe feDtimems; 
'2 and 
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and as the biihop of Burgos, the fworn foe of 
Columbas, kept one of ibeir fifters in quality of 
concubine, they did not doubt but they fhould 
meet with prote6kion in Spain,. Thcfe infinu- 
ations had their full effe6\ j . and about forty- 
eight of the men having fallen into their line, 
preparations were diligently made for the execu- 
tion of their defigns. 

Matters being ripe for a difcovery, on the 2d 
of January. 1504, Captain Francis dc Porras, who 
had been elettcd leader, afcending the quarter- 
deck, where the admiral lay confined in btd, info- 
lently demanded the reafou why he did not return 
to Spain, but kept his men to periflj in fach a 
iituation. Columbus, fulpeAiog a confpiracy, 
calmly replied, that it was impodible to return 
to Spain without a veflel ; that both intereft and 
duty prompted him to begone ; and that for the- 
gratification of his people, he would fummon all 
his officers to con full on the means of forwarding 
their wifties. This mild rcmonftranc^ had no 
effed on Porras. He faid it was now too late to 
•waftewordsj that if the admiral did not imme- 
diately embark, he might flay alone. Then raif- 
ino- his voice, he exclaimed, ** [ am ^oing to 
*' Spain with thofe who are inclined to follow 
me." By this his adherents joined in the excla- 
mation, and immediately took potfeflion of dif- 
ferent parts of the ftiip, fo that uproar and con- 
fufion were univerfal. The noife of this tumult 
roufed the admiral from his bed of ficknefs : he 
Rarted up, and was only withheld fromr rufliipg 
into the raid ft of the confpirators, by the affec-- 
tionate reftraints of his fcrvants, who dreaded he 
might be murdered. The lieutenant, after 
bravely rufiung out on the mutineers^ was H^r- 

Vox.. I. 1 ax 
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armed and confined, having cantioned Porras ia 
vain to reflet on his condud, which would 
meet with exemplary pani(hment« The ring- 
leader difregarded this advice, and feizing tea 
canoes which had been purchased of the Indians 
by Columbus, embarked with all his adherents, 
who expreifed the fame exultation as if they bad 
already been landed in Spain. On this occalion, 
Ibme who had not joined in the confpiracy, de- 
fpriring now of relief, defired to be taken on 
board, to the infinite forrow of the admiral and 
his few remaining followers. Had the whole 
been in health, it is probable that none but his 
brother and his domeftics would have remained 
in their duty. 

The mutineers coafting along the eaft fide of 
Jamaica, committed all manner of outrages oo 
the natives, and defired them to apply for redrefs 
and indemnity to the admiral, who was the a.a« 
thor of all their calamities; and to put him. to 
death, fiiould he deny them fatisfadtion. 

Having carried their malice as far as diaboli- 
cal invention would go, they began their voyage 
for Hifpaniola, with fome Indians, whom they 
compelled to ad as rowers. They had not, how- 
ever, made four leagues from land, when the 
wind, which was contrary, began to freihen, and 
the Tea to rife and to fill the canoes. Being un- 
acquainted with the mode of navigating fuch 
vell^ls, they thought to lighten them by murder- 
ing the Indians, and throwing their bodies into 
the ocean. This inhuman defign they executed 
on fome 3 others being thrown overboard alive, 
fwam till they were exhatifted, then hanging by 
the canoes for breath, the deteflable monfters cat 
off their hands; and in this manner eighteen pe- 
1 rillicd. 
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Ti(hed. Probably not one would have efcaped, 
had not a few been favcd out of a cruel charity to 
carry them back to Jamaica ; as they found it 
impradicable to proceed. Having relanded on 
this ifland, a council was held; when fome pro- 
pofed that they fliould take advantage of the 
-vinds and currents to run over to Cuba, whence 
the pafiage to Hifpaniola was (hort: others ad- 
vifed attempting to make their peace with the 
admiral, but a majority of voices agreed, that 
after it became calm> they (liould purfue their 
former voyage. Having waited a month for a 
favourable opportunity of leaving the ifland, and 
having made two unfuccefsful efforts, they at lad 
marched by land to the wedward, plundering the 
natives as they advanced. 

The firft care of the admiral, was to efface the 
bad impreifions which the mutineers had made 
on the Indians, and in this he fortunately fuc- 
ceeded -, for they fupplied hint with proviiionsas 
before. His next obje6t was to recover his peo- 
ple by the fupplies he could procure for their re- 
lief. But the Indians attending no farther to 
agriculture than was abfolutely neceflary for 
their own fubfiftence, began to feel a fcarcity ; 
and the admiral being in a (ituation that no longer 
challenged obedience and refped, they became 
indifferent about bis wants. The fagacity of 
Columbus, ever prompt at expedients, fupplied 
him with a moft extraiordinary refource for re- 
trieving his Cha'rader and credit with the h^ 
vages. Knowing by calculations, that in three 
days there would be an eclipfe of the moon, he 
fent^n Indian of Hifpaniola to alfemble the chiefs 
o/the diflrid, on an affair of imports rice to them 
Uh Having oba^*ed the fummons> he told them by 
I2 
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his interpreter, that be and bis people were 
Chrillians, and believed in God wbo created, the 
heaven and the earth, proteded the righteous* 
and puni(hed iht wicked, and therefore would 
not fufFer the rebellious Spaniards to pafs over to 
Hifpaniola, though he had by his ProvideDce 
conducted the meiTengers fent by him, becaufe 
their deljgn was laudable ; that the fame Al- 
mighty, and All-juft Being was incenfed againft 
the Indians, for beconaing negligent in fupplying 
bis people with provilionst^ and was determined 
to punilh them with plague and famine^ As a 
token of which, they would that very night fee 
the moon rife with an angry and bloody afpe6t, 
to denote the misfortunes that were about tp 
enfue. 

As fear or belief operated on the mind, tbi« 
prophecy had different effe^s. But whea they 
perceived the moon in reality cclipfed, and 
darknefs increaHng as (he rofe, univerfal con- 
flernation prevailed. They came running from 
all quarters, laden with provilions; and with lQa4 
cries and lamentations fupplicated the admiral 
to' intercede with God in .their behalf; and that 
for the future they would be attentive io a\\ hiK 
wants. Having obtained .this promife, Colomr 
bus faid he would uftvhis influence with tho 
Supreme j and accordingly fliut himfelf up, while 
the Indians remained without, howling in the 
mod piteous manner, and imploring his affifl>- 
ance. When he perceived thc,.c<?lipfc about to 
decreafe» he came out, and bade them be of good 
cheer; his prayers for them bad beea beard 5 and 
that God had forgiven th«tn, ^n condition of 
their being kind and hofpitable to thcChriftianSp 
)n coiaA^n^atiQn of this« hp affiiJQ^ theBi^jh^ 

would 



C0LT7MBUS. 89 

Wcfold ipeedily fee the tnoon lay slide her wrath- 
ful afped:, and diine with her former fplendor. 

This prognoftic being verified, they adored the 
€rod of the Chriflians; and ever after continued 
to fupply him and his men to the utmofl of their 
abilities) for thongh they muft have obferved 
eclipfes before, they thought it impoffible to 
predid them, and therefore conlidered Colum- 
bus as an immediate agent of the Deity. On 
a review of this artifice, we cannot refrain 
from obferving, that it was flrongly tlndured 
with impiety and prefumption ; but it was furely 
]efs culpable than m^py which the profeiTed fer- 
vants of the Supreme Being have ufed to promote 
lefs honourable ends. 

Eight months hdd tibw elapfed fince the depart- 
ure of the medengers to Hifpaniola j and even the 
firmefl refolution began to waver. It was gene- 
rally fuppofed they had perifhed in the fea,or been 
maflfacred by the Hifpabiolan Indians. Thefe ap* 
prefaenfions^ were con6rmed by the information 
of fome of the natives of Jamaica, who faid they 
Iiad feen a canoe, overfet, driven on the coaft by 
the tide. Every day adding flrength to fear, a 
new confpiracy was formed; at the jhead of which 
watf one Bernard, an apothecary. The plan was 
to defert the admiral in imitation of the for- 
mer mutineers; but happily this was rendered 
abortive by the arrival of a (hip from Hifpaniola. 
The captain, whofe name was James de £fcobar» 
having come to an anchor, vifited the admiral 
with compliments from the governor, who beiog» 
he faid, unprovided with a (hip fufficient for the 
parpofe of tranfporting fo many tnen, had fent 
him a prefent of a calk of wine and two flitches 
of bacon. Having delivered this commiffior*- 
1 3 vith< 
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without waiting for a reply, hf^'W^ighc^d' an choir 
atid failed again the fame evening. Thp.ughQot 
lumbus was ftiing to the foul by this abrupt ^de- 
parture, be concealed his emotton ; and a^e^e4 
to fay, that the caraval had failed by his. direc- 
tions ^ ;becaufip bieing too fniall to take the who)^ 
party, he was determined they (hould not be .fe- 
parated. This declaration once nnore filcnced the 
confpirators. But the truth was, the governor 
of Hifp^piola, being jealous left Columbus, on hi& 
return ^o Spain, fhould fuperfede hiro, had^n^ 
to reconnoitre his iituation, with a view <>f de-* 
ilroying bin;!. By the arriy^} of this fhip, how- 
ever, Cplutnl^us bad received undoubted intelH« 
gence, tbat his meffengershad been able to dif- 
charge their (iilflion^and.hfj^jndulged the hope, 
that their remonllrances'wou]d,procure him at laft 
the wi (bed for relief. fit 

Thefe, refoiutc adventurers, faithful- to the^ 
charge, had contended with many difficulties ia 
their paffage, but at laft furmounted them all. 
For two days they continued rowing pnd pad-. 
(Jling, during which they fuftained the extremes 
pf thirft, heat, and fatigue, ; and fome oC the 
Indians adually died for want of refreChment. 
At the end of the fecond day, they began to fuf-^ 
pedjt that they had milTed the right courfe, and 
defpondency began to feize them ; but obferving 
|he moon life over land, which proved to be a 
fcpall iAand about eight leagues from Hifpaniola, 
Ithcjr hopes revived with the profped. i:*or this 
fppt they rowed with intenfe efForts j and 
ne^t morning going afhore, found it barrpn 
9nd defpiate; but it furnifhed water, of which 
fome drank to fuch an excefs, iis to produce drop- 
Sea and ot^er dangerous diftempers. Having re« 

freihed 



fr«fiiea.themrclvtts'in the bed ftmntief fhey*C«tildl 
^bey ftecreii tberr cOtfrfe fbrCape St. Mkihafelythft 
near^ft land in Hi fpattiola,* where thej'Aifely-^- 
rived. Fieifco, having repofed'himfelftwcf'daysi 
would have returned to the admiral ^i<bgfee^, 
bilt seitb^r iailorsinorJddiBDs would acc'oclipan)^ 
him. As fopMendeiSy/thottgh he laboured under 
a quartan ague, heistdatfimmediatel)!^ for Xatia- 
gua, and fet £6rrh the admiral's iituaitrdn to the 
governor;' who, after"' much imp6rtuliity,i gave 
tvm.permiilion to puncbafQ a (hip at^t. 'Dotningo. 
Thisvefiel afterwatds' failed for Jamaica, ffom 
whence' Colombas difpatched hei: With packets 
for their Catholic Maj^Hes. • • ' 

A defire of reconciliation for the benefit of «ll 
|>arlies, prompted the admiral to attempt t^ bving 
theFocras back to their duty. To enforce 'His 
argitmeats, l^e fet itefore them the profpe6lrof a 
- ipeedy voyage to. their own country. j 'infoTmingr* 
them he had receited •a pronnfe of being relieved 
by.acaraval from Hifpaniola; and in coniirmaltion- 
of the truth of tbia,' fcnt them a part of his pre- 
fents. The ring- leaders, dreading a te-union, 
employed all their eloquence to diffuade* their ad« 
herenlfr from accepti»g the propofals ; Arid, word 
was fent back, that- t^cy were ready . to depart 
peaceably for Hifpaniola, if the admiral would 
furntih them^wjth a veifel : or if he had but one, 
aifign one half of it for their- accommodation; 
and in the meantime divide the clothes and com- 
modities, in bis poiieifion, with them. To this ar- 
rogant demand was added a thrdat, that if he re- 
fnfed to comply, they would come and drip him 
by force. 

This nxinace they a6tuaUy re(blired (o put into 
execatioHi and oiarched down within a ihoxt dif- 
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tance of the wrecks^ Colaaibus being infordsed 
of tbeir iatention, detached fifty meor weU armed, 
upder the cominand of his brother, enjoiuing bim 
to expoAulate. with' the rebels, and to refraia 
from hoftilities, aolefs firft attacked. The lieQw 
tenant having advanced within bow-(hot of the 
mutineersi defired a confenence with their cap- 
tain. This condefcenOon being afcribed to fear, 
was treated with contempt ; and they immediate^ 
ly fell upon his nven in fare hopes of vidory. 
Their expedatioos, however, were difappointcd* 
At the firft charge, five out of fix of the nMft re- 
folute, who had fworm to cut their way through, 
were brought to the ground, and among theinP 
the two moft daring of the coofpirators. 

As- for their leader, Francis de Porras, he was 
taken prifcmer \ when the reft turned their backa 
and fiod. The lieutenant, having gained a com- 
plete vidory, returned to the ihips with his pri- 
loners^ Himfelf was wounded in the hand, and 
another gentleman, being pierced with a fpear, 
afterwards died. This was the only iofs that the 
friends of Columbus fuftained. The intrepid 
pilot, indeed, who fwam a(faore as formerly men- 
tioned, had a moft miraculoas efcape for his life. 
This man being fpent with wounds, fell over (he 
VDcks during the fray, and was not difcovered till 
seat evening, when fome Indians found him ftill 
alive. His ikull was laid open, fothat his braiaa 
appeared % his arm was almoft amputated \ the 
oalf of one leg hong by a ligament \ and one foot 
was flioed from the heal to the toes. NotwHti- 
fianding thefe defperate wounds, he fo terrified 
the Indians who approached him, with curfes and 
threats, that they fled in the ntmoft conftematlon $ 
^*^t tba admiral being apprta^of hia fitnation, 

ordered 
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ordered him all the medical affiflance in his power, 
andy to the furprife of every one, be recovered. 

To prevent future animofities, and a fcarcity 
of provilions on board, the admiral detained Por- 
yas in confinement ; and appointed a proper per- 
fon ta command and lead about the captive male- 
contents, for the convenience of finding fubfift- 
cnee, in exchange for fuch commodities as they 
had been fupplied with. 

All diflfenfions among the Spaniards being thus 
campofed, the Indians became fenfible of the 
danger of giving them offence ; and afliduoufty 
fupplied them with provifions. A year had now 
elapfed fince the Spaniards were wrecked on Ja- 
maica. The fbip which Mendez had purchafed, 
at laft arrived ; and Columbus, with his whole 
company, embarked on the 28th of June, and, af- 
ter a troublefome voyage> reached St. Domingo 
on the 13th of Augaft, 1504. Here the governor 
jeceivedbim with the moft fawning attentions; 
bot as a proof that his hofpi tali ties were only af- 
fedation> he fet Porras at liberty, and even threat- 
ened to pamih thpfewho bad been nrK)ft a^ve in 
apprehending him. As foon as the admirars 
jfiiip bad been relBirted, '6nd another engaged for 
the accomihodation of his friends, he failed for 
^arope-on the 2d of September. But before they 
liad4>edn two leagues at fea, the maft of his confort 
came by the board^-on which fhe was fent back 
to be repaired, while he? proceeded on his voyage. 

After being difaiafl)sd in a violent ftorm, and 
^roggjing with many difiiculties, as well as a 'fit 
oUtliB/ gout ,^ Col umbos at lafi: arrived in the port 
of 6t. Lucar'de fia^^meda. He had no fooner 
landed thto he heard^ with tmfpeakablerfegret, of 
|lie4teatfa io£ h't$ aaanificent patrdnefs^ Ifdbella ; « 
• ^: b 
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blow which he never recovered. Ferdinand^ in- 
deed«, treated him with courteous attention j but 
. gave iHrong intimations, that the terms he had 
^ \ flipulated tor bimfelf were too advantageous, and 
wilhed to propofe coming to a new agreement. 
This however never took place ; the negociatioDs 
entered into were interrupted by the acceffion of 
Philip to the throne of Cadile, and Columbus, 
worn out with infirmities and chagrin, yielded up 
the ghoit at Valadolid on the 20th of May 1506, 
in the fisty-fourth year of his age. His remains 
were conveyed^ by the kings order, to Seville, 
where, fome authors fay, he was magnificently 
interred, in the monaflery of the Carthuiians ; 
and that a monument was erede^ to his memory, 
charged with this infcription, 

A GASTILIA Y A LEON. 
NUEVO MUNDO DfiO* COLON. 

Which may be thus tranflatedl 

TO CASTILB AND LEON, 
A NEtV WORLD WAS GIVBN Bl 60LUMBV8. 

Others aifert, that his m(inumetit only extfts at Se- 
ville^ for that his body was buried at St. Domingo, 
in the chancel of the cathedral f and an article in 
the public prints from Spain ^ on the latexeffion of 
Hifpaniola to France, feems to confirm this bo- . 
lief. For we read, that the remains of Columbos 
were to be transferred,, with great pomp, from St. 
Domingo to Cuba. 

Such were the adventures and the end. of C^ 
lumbus s a naan whom all poflerity will view with 
admiration, and honour with applaufe. The 
iogiWtitR<;t9 he e^iperienoed it the ofual retnmfor 

fervices . 
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ferviccs too great to be repaid. The pander of 
the minion of power may receive an adequate 
reward for his degrading lervilities; 1}ut he who 
edipfes the fplendor of an original kingdom by 
fuch an accellion as a new world, may excite en« 
vy bat cannot meet with a dae recompence> with- 
out being conlidered as a rival to his prince. 
Perhaps the grand fource of the misfortunes of 
Columbus was his indifcreet (lipulation for a 
joint authority in his new difcoveries. His good 
fenfe might have told hitn, that it was iropoffible 
to be a partner with a king. 

We fliall conclude the hiflory of Columbus* 
Toyages, with his cbara6ter« as delineated by a 
Spanifh writer of veracity. *' Columbus/' fays 
be, *' was tall of flature> bad a long vifage, and 
** a roajeilic afped. His nofe was aquiline, his 
•f eyes grey, and his complexion clear and 
«' ruddy. When young, his hair and beard were 
'* fairj but hardihips foon turned them grey* 
'' He was a man of wit and pleafantry, eloquent 
** in difcourfe, yet moderately grave in his de- 
« portment. His affability to Grangers, and his 
'' judicious converfation, gained him the aifec- 
<' tion of every ingenuous mind ; while an air of 
'< authority and grandeur attraded refped. He 
^ was flrid in bis religious obfervances himfelf, 
*' and obliged thofe who were under his com- 
^ mand to fhow at leaft a decent regard to this 
^facced inditution. He had an earnefl con- 
•' cern for the converfion of the Indians, and 
•* endeavoured as much as was in his power to 
*^ allure them, by obliging the Spaniards to lead 
«• a life in fome raeafure correfponding to the 
^ faith they profeiTed. His courage was un- 
«^daoote<is ho was fond of great enterprifes. 

V tempera 
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". temperate in living, mudeft io drefs, pati«|y(l 
.*' under injuries ; and much more aaxious to 
" bripg his enemies to a fenfc of their offeaceH, 
•' than to retaliate injuflice. He remained un- 
'f moved amidfl the numerous dangers and ad- 
*' veriities that attended him, ever placing a firnai 
** reliance on Divine Providence. In Ihort, had 
<' he lived in earlier tinaes, bis coodud and bis 
*' achievements would have procured him ftatues 
" and temples in his honour. He would have 
** been ranked with Hercules and Bacchus ; and 
*' a condellation perhaps would .have boroe his 
'< name. However, he will be remembered as 
« long as thp world endures.** 
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IT has been already remarked^ that Bartholo- 
mew Columbus was font to Henry VII. of 
England, to proffer bis brother's fervices) >and that 
thefe were loft to this country, by the court of 
Caftile at laft doling with the propofals of Co* 
lumbus himfelf. It feems probable, howeveo 
that the ambition or curioiity of the Englifh fo- 
vereign being roufed by the details that were laid 
before him, induced him to wifli to participate in 
the honours and advantages of Columbus' difco- 
▼eries ; if he could not poifefs the original title 
to them. 

The patronage of a king will always tempt en« 
terprife ; and no country is fo barren in genius 
and ingenuity, as not to pofTefs fome afpiring 
minds, to which royal prote6tion and encourage- 
ment can communicate an enthufiafm to dare or 
to fufFer. 

Sebaftian Cabot was born at Briftol, in 146/. 
His father was a native of Venice ; and he edu- 
cated his fon in all thofe branches of mathemati- 
cal learning to which commerce had then given 
..Vol. I. K celebri*'* 
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celebrity. Before Sebaftian was twenty years of 
age, iie had performed feveral voyages, and, by 
thus addiog pradice to theory, he early became 
eminent in the fcience of navigation. 

The firft voyage of importance in which Se- 
baftian Cabot was engaged, feems to have be«a 
that made by his father John, who had obtained 
a commiffion from Henry Vll. for a difcovery of 
a north-weft paflage to India, the favourite ob- 
jeA of Columbus. They failed from Briftol ia 
the fpring of 1494, and purfuing their courfe 
with favouring gales, on the 24th of June faw 
Newfoundland, to which they gave the name of 
Prima Vifta, or Firil Seen. Going afhore, on 
a fmall ifland on this coaft, they gave it the ap- 
pellation of St. John's, from its being difcovered 
on the day dedicated to St. John the Baptift. 
The iiland was barren } but the fea abounded 
with fi(h. The natives were dreifed in (kinsi and 
armed with bows, arrows, pikes, wooden cluba« 
darts, and flings. They returned to £ngland 
with three favages on board, made a report of 
their difcoveries, and met with a gracious recep* 
tion. Cabot, the father, dying foon after, a new 
patent was granted to his fon, Sebaftian, who 
fet fail again on the 4th of May 1497, before 
Columbus commenced his third voyage. He 
iailed as high as 67 deg. 30 min. north latitude, 
proceeding from thence down to 56 deg. and then 
explored the coaft of America as low as 38 deg. 
This part of the continent, he exprefslv fays, was 
afterwards named Florida. His provinons begin- 
ning to be exhaufted, he failed back; and« 
touching at Newfoundland, returned to England 
with a full cargo of the produ&ioDS of the coun- 
Uies he bad vifited. 

It 
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It is probable that Sebaftian Cabot made feve- 
ral voyages tb complete his difcovery of the coaft 
of Newfoundland. A map of his dlfcoveries* . 
drawn by himfelf^ with his effiges annexed, was 
bang up in the private gallery at Whitehall. 

Purchas, with the partiality of a man who feels 
for the honour of his country, expreifes fome in- 
dignation, that the new world ihould be called 
America, when Cabot difcovered its continent 
before Americas Vefputiusy or even Columbus 
hlmfelf. 

Newfoundland was certainly the firfl: of our 
plantations; and the fpiritof enterprife, to which 
the difcoveries of Cabot gave rife, paved the way 
to the naval power, the commerce, and the glory 
of this nation. While Spain was debilitated 
and rendered indolent by the riches poured into 
her bofom, from the difcoveries of Columbus, it 
was the better fortune of England to fecure a foil 
and climate which gave a new dimulus to, exer- 
tion, and rendered her fons more hardy and more 
brave. 

Of the hiftory of a man, who indubitably firft 
difcovered the continent of America, every trace 
is interefting to a Briton. But, for the fpace of 
twenty years, no veftiges of his labours appear. 
In the eighth year of Henry VIII. he again ap- 
pears on the ftage : he was then furpiihed with a 
good (hip of the king's, to profecute difcoveries, 
through the intereft of Sir Thomas Pert, vice-adr 
roiral of England* It feems he had then altered 
his plan ; and intended to fail by the fouth to the 
Eaft Indies. For this purpofe he proceeded to 
Brafil : but failing in his defign, he ihaped his 
courfe for Hifpaniola and Porto Rico 5 and after 
carrying on fome traffic there, returned to Eng- 
K2 Ian' 
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land without much increafing his former reputa* 
tion. . ' 

DifWppointed, and probably negleded in con- 
fequence of bis failure, he left England, and en- 
tered into the fervice of Spain, in which he rofc 
to the higheft rank, and (ignalized himfelf ia 
many hazardous attempts to promote the views 
of his employers. Fortune, however, frowned 
upon him. In an intended voyage to the Mo- 
luccas, through the Straights of Magellan, his 
men became mutinous, and his projedt was fruf- 
trated. He, however, failed up the rivers Plata 
and Paraguay, built feveral forts, and difcovered 
and reduced a rich and fertile trad of country 
under the dominion of Spain. After fpending 
five years in America, he returned in chagrin 3 
and met but with a cold reception. 

Thefe circumftances confpired to make him 
anxious to return to his native country : about 
the latter end of the reign of Henry VIII. he 
again fettled at Briftol. 

A fpirit of commerce beginning to be dlffufed 
in England, Cabot, in 1552, was aftive in an cn- 
terprife to fit out fome fhips for the difcovery of 
the northern parts of the world -, and thereby to 
open n^w fcenes of a6tion, and faew channels for 
traffic. The expedition took place with the pa- 
tronage of government ; and this was the firft 
voyage made to Ruffia, and the foundation of that 
Jntercourfe which has fince fubfifted between the 
two nations. , Upon this firft fuccefs, a Rudiaa 
company was formed, of which Cabot was confti- 
tuted jgovernor for life. 

After an aftive life, fpent in the moft honour- 
able, purfdtfe, and chiefly employed in the fervipe 
•rf bis country, he died upwards of fcventy years of 

age. 
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age* Thoagh his fame muft be allowed to be 
far inferior to that juftly due to ColaoibaSj his 
claims, as ao original dilcoverer» were iiyfinitely 
foperior to thofe of Americus Vefpotius. But 
fortune^ feconded by caprice^ has given the latter 
a name, which we (hall irow fee was neither me* 
rited nor jufi. 
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AMERICUS VESPUTIUS was defcended 
from an ancient and honourable family at 
Florence, where he was born in 1451. He early 
difcovered a tafte for pbilofophy^ naathematics^ 
and navigation. The difcoveries of the Portu- 
gnefe had called the attention of the ftudious to 
a more intimate acquaintance with thofe branches 
of literature which are connected with the natural 
hiftory of the earth and of mankind 3 and had ani- 
mated the enterprifing to fignalize thcmfelves id 
the line of adventure, which they had pointed out, 
and to which the genius of a Columbus had juft 
given an eclat that never could be fuppofed. 

We have obferved, that after the return of this 
great man from his fecond voyage, the malice of 
his enemies add the jealoufy of the court began 
to ihow itfelf. Alonzo de Ojeda, an officer who 
had failed with him, having joined his intereft 
with Americus Vefputius, who, burned with an 
impatience to partake the glory of the admiral, 
daodeftinely bbtained from the fiifhop of Burgos 
the draughts and plans which he had depofited 
ia the bands of that prelate, by order of th^ ir 
Catholic Majefllesj and being furniflied with 

f< 



}0* BtQOtA^BICAt VOTICBS or 

four ftipt* acoordiog toYome writeri^ fet fail from 
Cadiz on t)ie 20th of May, 1497* Vefpatius* 
whofe fuperior rank or addrefs feemed to have 
made bini conOdered as the priDcipaU fell in with 
the co^ft of Pariai C(n4 ran along it as far as Terrn 
firaoL and the Gulpb of Mexico ; and, after, an 
abfenpe of eighteen months, returned to Spain. 
He did npt pretend to difpute with Columbus the 
cnriginal difcovery of the Weft Indies $ but wilhed 
to have it bdieved, that be had firft found out 
the continent. To effeSuate th}s, he is faid to 
bave fal^fied dates, for which be has been fe- 
inpr^Jjr ctofuredj and being an excellent geogra- 
pher and draftfman, as well as a plaufible writer, 
be bl^ipded di£ferent accounts together ^ and im* 
poling on the greateft part of !^urope, gained an 
bonour to which he had no right ; that of giving 
bis name to the nqw world. But no doubt now 
remains to whom this diftin^on ought to have 
been d^c^ and though we muft allow that' Ame- 
rica, as the name of a quarter of the globe, ai£- 
muUtes better with the reft than Columbia would 
bavedonei bad thefirftdifcoverer of thecontioent 
been entitled to beftow an appellation on it, we 
have feen tb^t this belonged to neither, but to 
Cabot. 

Some months bf viog elap^, aQer the return 
of Americus Vefputius from his firft voyage, ho 
pcurformed a fecond with Qx ibips, under the au- 
ipices of Ferdinand and Jfabella. It feems, bow^ 
ever, that the femblaooe of jufti^re to Columbus 
waa kept up in the commiffion which Ain^^oiii 
and other following adventurers recdvedi they 
"Wore interdi&ed from cooaing to an anohor witb*. 
in fifty leagues of anjr place wb^re that AftTipEtor 
iMjAtOQcbedt 
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In this fecond voyage, br as forae will have it^ 
the firft, Americas proceeded to the Antilla iflands, 
and from thence to the coaftsof Guiano and Ven- 
ne^uela 5 and returned fafe to Cadiz in the month 
of November 1500^ bringing back with him 
many precious ftones and other valuable commo* 
dities, difcovered in the courfe of his expedition. 
His fervices were as ill requited by the Spaniards 
as thofe of the man he wi(bed to rival and fup- 
plant > and the ingratitude' he experienced made 
him willing to abandon the interefl of that 
country. 

Enflanuel, King of Portugal, hearing of the 

diraffe6tion of Americus, and jealous of the fuc<" 

cefs of their Catholic Majefties, held out propo- 

fals to this navigator^ which were readily ac- 

. cepted. 

Engaged in the fervice of Portugal •Americusfet 
fail from Lifbon with three (hips in May 1501. 
He firft ran down the coail of Africa as far as the 
coafl of Angola, and then landing over for the 
American continent, fell in with the BraHls, 
which he entirely difcovered and explored as far 
as Patagonia to the fouth, and the river La Plata 
north. He then failed back to Sierra Leona ; 
and keeping along the coaft of Guinea, returned 
to Liibon, after a voyage of fix teen months. 

His Portuguefe Majefty, elated with this fuc- 
ce(s, and grateful to its author, foon equipped fix 
ihips, of which he gave Americus the command, 
to profecute farther difcoveries. In this new 
voyage, it was his intention to dand along the 
coaft of America to the fouth, in order to difcovec 
a paflage to the Molucca iilands by the weft. He 
examined the coaft from the Bay of All Saints, 
98 ^ as ih« river Curabadoj but being furnifh- 
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ed ^tb provifioDs for no more than tweotjr 
monthly and being detained bj contrary winds 
£ve months on the coafl he had difcovered, he was 
obliged to return to Portugal. He died at Ter* 
cera in 1514; and is defenredly ranked among 
tho moft celebrated navigators. 
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I 
DISCOVERIES OF THE SPANIARDS, j 

IKOM THE DEATH OF COLUMBUS, I 

I 

TO.THK 

EXPEDITION OP 

HERNANDO CORTEZ. 



r^ the dd world, the barbarians defolgted the 
abodes of civilization and fcience ; in the new, 
the fons of knowledge defolated the country of 
the barbarians, and almoft extenmnated them* 
felres. 

At the recital of the enormities pradifed by the 
Spaniards on the natives of the Weft Indies* homa- 
nity turns pale» and the real Cbriftian ihudders to 
think, that perfons, pretending a belief in the mild 
didates of religion, ihould difgrace it by iuch fla** 
grant cruelties. No iboner was Columbus dead 
than the fucceeding governors, who were gene-* 
rally nominated by the court of Spain, in con« 
tempt of the rights of his pofterity, endeavoured 
to purchafe the fame advantages by the blood of 
the inhabitants, which that great and amiable 
man had obtained by his good fenfe and huma- 
nity. Thefe iflands were replete with mines of 
gold, the real fituations of which were known to 
the Indians alone. The accurfed pafllon of ava- 
rice, for which even the natural infirmities ot 
mux docs not furnifli a temptation or an accufe 
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too jfurioiis to feek the gentle means of perfQa* 
fion, hurried on the Spaniards to ads of the inoft 
ftocking violence and barbarity, againil all who 
were (ufpedcd of concealing their tceafjareis^ The 
llaughter once begun, no bounds were fet to its 
rage. Hifpaniola, which contained three mil- 
lions^of inhabitants, was depopulated in a few 
years 5 and Cuba, which had ^x hundred thou- 
fand, foon fhared the fame fate. Bartholomew 
de la Cafas, an eye wUnefs of thofe worib ibaa 
Gothic depopulations, fays, that the Spaniards 
went out with dogs to hunt after men. The un- 
happy favares, almofi naked and unarmed, were 
purfued like wild beafis into dens and forefls, 
worried by does, deftroyed by ihot> or furprifed 
and burnt in their habitations. 

But let us turn from this difgraceful view to 
the progrefs of difcovery. At the time of the 
demife of Columbus, Nicholas de Obando was 
governor of Hifpaniola. He had fignalize4 his 
diligence by furveys of the coafts, and his inhu- 
manity, by dividing the Indians among the Spa- 
niards^ by whom they were at beft confidered aa 
flaves. Gold was the univerfal purfuit; and 
though there was more than one hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds (lerling annually produced 
from this ifland, it was far from fati&fying the 
covetoufnefs of thofe who were employed in 
amaffiog it. 

Juan Ponce de Leon was commander of a pro- 
vince under Obando ; and being informed by the 
Indians that gold was plentiful in Porto Rico, he 
obtained a licence from ^the governor to colobize 
it. While thus employed, Don Diego Columbus 
came out as his father's fuccelfor, to take upoa 
himfelf the government of Hifpaniola 3 and bad 

brought 



brought with him from Spain a hew governor 
for Porto Rico. Ponce difputing his authority, 
the young admiral feC them both afide, and in- 
vetted Michael Ccrron with that ofiice. How- 
ever, Ponce, by intriguing with the enemies of 
the family of Colambus, procured a commiifion 
from Spain for feizing Cerron, whom he fenl pri- 
foner to Spain. Ponce now fct about conquering 
the ifland -, and notwithflanding the kindnefs 
with which the Indians had treated him, he firft 
enflaved, and then nearly exterminated them. 

Cerron, fupported by the reprefentations of 
Columbus, again prevailed ; and was fent back 
to poflTefs his former employment. Ponce, thus 
reduced to the rank of -a private man, fitted out 
two (hips for making new difcoveries > and oa 
the 2d of April 1512, fell in with land unknown 
to the Spaniards, in latitude 30 deg. 8 min. and 
« believing it to be an ifland, named it Florida, 
from its beautiful appearaixce. 

About the fame time, Alonzo de Ojeda, who 
bad ferved under Chriflopher Columbus, being 
defirous of making new fettlements, obtained a 
grant of all the land which had been difcovered 
on the continent 5 but Diego Nicuefifa, a man of 
fuperior wealth interpofing, came in for a moiety 
of the grant. The court of Spain allowed th« 
former all the country called Andalnfia, and the 
latter that of Grolden Caftile. In thefe ajrrange- 
ments the claims of the younger Columbus, to 
whom they belonged in right of his father's dif* 
covcry, were entirely overlooked. 

£ach of thefe adventurers fitting out two vef«- 
fels, foon began to quarrel about their refpe&ive 
rights ; but having adjuded their difputes, they 
left Hifpaniola^ towards the end of l^iO. Ojeda 

yoi- 1. L 
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in a few days arrived at Carthagena^ where ttie 
Indians prepared to oppofe him -, being irritated 
by fome injaries they had received from feveral 
Spanish adventurers. They were men of large 
fiatare, and both fexes were extremely expert 
with the bow. Ojeda ^ by means of fome priefis 
and interprets, endeavoured to pacify them, 
and to prevail on them to fubmit to the Spanifli 
yoke, and to adopt its religion. He then at- 
\ tempted to open a traffic with them ; but find- 
ing them irreconcileable, he fell upon thjem, kilU 
ed numbers, took their town, and feized all the 
gold he could find. He then marched four 
leagues within land ; but having divided his 
men into fmali^ parties,, they were every where 
cut off with flights of poifoned arrows. Ojeda 
and another were the only furyivors of feventy 
perfons who had landed. 

Happily for this adventurer, his partner Nicu- 
eiTa now appeared on the coafi; and being in- 
formed of the calamity, generoufiy told his rival, 
that they ought to bury their animofities in ob- 
livion, and unite in revenging the death of their 
countrymen. They accordingly landed four hun- 
dred men, and, marching againfi the Indians, 
burnt one of their towns, captured a coufiderable 
number, and poifdifed themfeives of abundance 
of sjold. 

Having obtained this viftory, they feparateti, 
to purfue their refpeftive plans. Ojeda fixed a 
fettlement on the eaftern^promontory pf the ifth- 
muB of Darien ; and called the town St. Sebaf«« 
tian. Soon fiirtliog that the natives were exaf- 
perated at this infringement of their territorial 
righifi, he difpatched one of his captains to Hif- 
ppiniola'for a iupply of men and provifions ; and 

. iu 
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In the meanwhile drew in trench ments round 
the town. However, being foon in want of ne- 
cfelfaries, he was obliged to make excurtions into 
the country, by which he loft many of his men 5 
and notwithftanding the arrival of conliderable 
reinforcements and fuccours, they were foon 
again reduced to the utmoft diftrefs. Hunger 
forced them out; while the Indians conftaatly 
drove them back with lofs. 

From this dillreOing iitqation» the dexterity 
And prefence of mind of a perfon named Nunez 
de Balboa, ferved to relieve them. This perfon 
was of a good family and pofleiTed great abilities. 
"He had formerly failed along that coaft, and had 
afterwards obtained a refpe^ble fettlement in 
Hifpaniola. But having committed fome irre- 
gularities, he was in danger of being put to 
death. In *^his dilemma, he contrived to be put 
on board the (hip feot to Hifpaniola for faccours. 
in a bread calk ; and having remained there 
fome days, at laft ventured tq make his appear- 
ance. The captain, whofe name was Encifb, 
\vas ftartled at the fight. He had been ordered 
not to give any prote6iion to offenders; and 
though what had happened, was without his 
knowledge, he threatened to feU Nunez afliore 
on the firft defert place he came to. The inter- 
eeflion of the principal perfons^on board prevail- 
ed in his favour, and £ncifo was pacified. 

Nunez obfcrving that the company were in de- 
fpair, wifhed to ingratiate and diftinguifh him- 
felf. He told them, that they had no reafon to 
defpond ; that at the bottom of the gulph there 
was a very large town in a fruitful foil, and a 
fine climate; that the Indians^ though warlike, 
L 2 did 
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did not make ufe of poifoned arrows ; and to 
conclude^ be advlfed them to fail thither. 

This refolutioQ being adopted, they failed to 
the river Darien^ and found the defcription of 
Nunez verified. The cacique and his people^ 
hearing that the Spaniards were approaching, fe* 
cured their wives and children ; and with five 
hundred men took their fiand on a fmall eroi* 
sence. The Spaniards fell upon them with im-^ 
petuofity } inftantly put them to flight ; and en- 
tering their town, found it full of proviiions* 
The plunder they met with was confiderable; 
and fo great was the trepidation of the Indians, 
that they retired a coniiderable way from the 
fliore. 

The fuccefs of this enterprife gained the pro- 
je£tor much reputation. It was unanimouily 
agreed to fettle a colony here, and to call it St. 
IVlary the ancient of Darien^ 

Nunez now plotted to be revenged on £nciib 
•^or his threat, and this officer forwarded the 
chemeagainilhimfelf, by ordering that none of 
he company (hould trade with the Indiana for 
.'old, on pain of death. This gave rife to a fug* 
jellion, that Encifo wifhed to monopolize this 
valuable metal to himfelf ; and fo artfully did 
Nunez work on the padions and prejudices of the 
party, that it was refolved to throw off all al- 
legiance to fincifo. To give a colour to their 
condu6t, they pretended that his authority was 
expired j as they were now out of the limits of 
Ojeda's government, from whom he had received 
his appointment. They now chofe magistrates 
like thofe in Spain, at the head of whom was 
Nunez; but foon difliking this form of govern- 
ment 
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men t, new difputes arofe which were> however, 
terminated by the arrival of Col tnenares with two 
ihips^ laden with provilions and military flores^ 
intended for Nica^Ia. 

Colnaenares had put into a port about fixtjr 
leagues diflance from this place, where fending' 
his men on fhore to water, they were fuddenly 
attacked by the Indians, who wounded forty-five 
of the Spaniards with poifoned arrows, andilav** 
ed the boat. All the wounded died, fave one. 
This officer expe6ting to have found either Oje- 
da's or Nicneda*s party on the eafl fide of the 
bay, was forprifeid, and began to be appehenfive 
they were all dead. He^ however, ordered fome 
pieces of cannon to be fired, and fires to be light- 
ed on the tops of the rocks, as a fignal that their 
friends were on the coaft. Thefe being obferved 
and repeated by the fettlement at Santa Maria, 
Colmenares fleered for the place; and making a 
liberal diftribution of provifions among them 
without diflindibn, prevailed on them tp fubmit 
to the government of NicuefTa. 

That gentleman, after parting with Alonzo de 
Ojeda, met with a violent temped, when Lopes 
de Olana, his lieutenant, perceiving the fhips fe- 
parated, conceived the defign of deferting his 
patron 3 but failing in his proje6t of making him- 
felf independent, he failed to Veragua, the place 
oi rendezvous, where he endeavoured to perfuade 
the people to return to Hifpaniola, alleging, that 
Nicueifa mufl have periihed. Meanwhile a fhal- 
lop brought intelligence that he was ilranded on 
the coall 5 and was now in a miferable (ituation. 
The heart of Olana relented at this intelligence. 
He immediately fent back the fhallop with De- 
cenaries and refrcfhments, which fayed NicuefTa 
L3 



114 8PAVISH D1SC0VERIB8* 

and his men from perifhing. Nevertbelefs he 
clapped his lieutenant in irons for bis perfidious 
intentions, and threatened to fend bimi to Spain. 

NicuelTa now e(iabli(hed a colony on the banks 
of the river Bethlem, where Columbus had for- 
incrly made an abortive attempt ; but provifions 
ibon failing, he failed from thence with a part of 
his men for Porto Bello. Here the Indians op? 
pofed his landing; 6a which he proceeded to 
Nombre de Dios, where he began to. qred a for*? 
trefs. 

The fame fatality attended him here. He was 
foon obliged to fend to Columbus, requeuing af- 
£ftance ; but fcarce was the veflel departed wheo 
Colmenares arrived to his relief. This captaia 
"Was foafFeded at feeing the diftrefled and mifer-s 
able appearance of NicueiTa and bis people^ that 
he could not refrain from ihedding tears. He 
itrove all in his power to comfort and affifi them; 
and told NicueiTa the favourable profpeds thai 
awaited him at Santa Maria. 

This ferved to revive his fainting fpirits; but 
forgetting his wretched condition, and the grati- 
tude he owed that party for their voluntary ac* 
ceptance of him as governor, was fo elated and 
Imprudent as to declare, that he ihould poiTefs 
himfelf of their gold, and puniih them alfd for 
prefuming to fettle within his territory. An in- 
fatuation feemed to attend him. . He druck out 
of his way to view fome iflands; and one of his 
ihips getting the ftart of him, gave the fatal in- 
formation to the colony 5 and it was determined 
he (hould not be fuffered to land. 

After an imprudent and unneceiTary delay, ho 

anchored at Santa Maria ; when, with furprife, 

he found their determination to rcjeft him. . He 

. , now 
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flow changed his tone, and fupplicated they would 
bear him. He even ventured afhore for that pur- 
pofc, but was obh'ged to feek fafety by flight* 
His next attempt was to foften them, by befeech- 
ing they would accept him as a companion, if 
they difclaimed his authority ; and on that fail- 
ing, he even implored they would detain him as a 
prifoner, as he would rather die than return to 
Nombrp de Dios. Notwithflanding this humi- 
liation, they cruelly forced him and feventeen of 
his men into an old rotten bark^ and they were 
heard of no more. 

While we blame this man*s imprudence, we 
cannot help pitying his fate. He had (hown 
fome generofity to a rival, and it is not likely he 
would have made an improper ufe of his power 
over friends. Nunez de Balboa now tooK the 
lead, and diliinguiihed himfelf for his good con- 
dud. He made fome important difcoveries; and 
was the fird European who had a view of the 
Great South Sea> which payed the way to the 
conqueft of Peru. 

We will now briefly detail the events that lei 
to the conquefl of Mexico. Though all the com*' 
miflions beflowed on the above adventurers were 
{6 many infringements of the original patent 
granted to Columbus, his fon was even blamed fox 
cot fuccouring them as much as lay in his power, 
A conflant jealoufy attended his fleps } and of 
this he was fo fenflble, that he exerted himfelf to 
the utmofl, to fecure to himfelf thofe countries 
to which he had legal preteniions, in virtue of hi) 
father 8 contrad. 

Being informed that the court of Spain wasde* 
flrous of planting a colony in Cuba, he refolved 
to anticipate the meafure ; and for this purpofe 

mar' 
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made choice of James Velafqacz, the wealthieft 
and moft refpe6ted of all the inhabitants in Hif- 
paniola, to condud the enterprife. But before 
we proceed, it may entertain our readers to give 
them an anecdote of one of the caciques of Cuba, 
on hearing of the intended Colony. This man 
afferabled the raoft warlike of his people with due 
folemnitv ; and reminding them of the fufFerings 
they had endured under the tyranny of the Spa- 
niards, told them that the whites committed all 
thefe outrages for the fake .of a great lord, of 
whom they were very fond, and whom he would 
fliew them. Then taking fome gold out of a little 
baiket, he added, " This is the lord whom they 
" adore j him they follow, and are now coming 
'^ hither in fearch of him. Let us therefore make 
^' a feflival and dance to him, that when they come^ 
*' he may enjoin them not to hurt us." Thej ac- 
cordingly began to dance and, fing. At laft 
Hatuey, for that was the cacique's name, admon- 
ilhed the affembly ; that though they ihould con- 
ceal this lord t)f the Chriftians in their very bow- 
els, the Spaniards would find him out ; and that 
the beft way was to caft him into the midftof the 
river, which was immediately performed. 

No fooner were the Spaniards in Hifpaniola in- 
formed, that Valafquez was going to colonise 
Cuba, than many of them refolved to accompany 
him. About three hundred men having aflem- 
bled, they embarked on board fQur ihtps ; and ia 
November, 1511, landed at a port called Palina> 
ia the territories of the facetious Hatuey. This 
cacique flood upon the defcnfive, taking advan- 
tage of the woods, where the Spanish horfe could 
not penetrate. In this manner the warfare was 
carried on for t«('0 months. The Indians hid 

themfelveii 
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tbemfelves in the moft retired forefts ; but 
wherever th6y appeared, they were hunted like 
wild beads. Hatuey at laft withdrew to the 
inoft itiaccedible places ; l^ut having had the mif* 
fortune to be taken, he was ordesed by the worfe 
than favage Velafquez to be burnt alive. After 
this inhuman example of feverity, the Indians 
yielded to their fate. 

The governor now divided the native Indians 
among the fettlers, as Obando had done befo'^e at 
Hifpaniola; and founded a town on the north 
£de of the ifland at a place called fiarracoa. 

A party from Jamaica foon joined the fettlers 
in Cuba. Ainong the reft came a gentleman 
named Pamphilio de Narvaez with thirty archers 
under bis command, who was well received by 
Velafquez^ and fent into the province of Bayamo^ 
a fine champaign country, at fifty leagues dif<- 
tance. While on the road, he and his party were 
attacked in the night by a considerable body of 
the natives ; but Pamphilio mounting his horfe, 
they were fo terrified at the fight of that noble 
animal, which they had never feen before, that 
they fled into a diftant part of the country ; and 
Velafquez fending a detachment to join Narvaez, 
Jie foon made himfelf mafter of the whole pro^ 
vince. 

When Cuba was firft planted, it was fo over- 
run with woods, that a perfon might travel near 
feven hundred miles under the (hade of various 
kinds of trees, particularly red cedars, of which 
the natives made canoes, capable of containing 
fifty^ or fixty men. 

For fome time, after the Spaniards fettled here, 
they fpund pure gold in the rivers abundantly ; 
bat this foon began to fail. This ifland however 



18 ftill one of the mod important belonging t« 
the crown of Spain. Its principal towns are now 
St. Jago and the Havannah. 

Velafquez having eftablifhed his power in Cu« 
ba, was ambitious of proving himfelf independ- 
ent of ColumbuSi under whom he had hitherto 
aded. This gentleman being recalled into Spain, 
endeavoured to oppofe his views ; but. with fo 
little fuccefs, as' it was the policy of the court to 
thwart his meafares, that Velafquez could not be 
dil^laced without the confefit Of the crown, 
though it Was held that he was flill accountable 
to Colurtibus for the exercifeof bis powen 

Velafquez having now Httle to ffear, turned his 
attention to difcoveries. Many of the opulent 
Spaniih fettlers entei^d ihto his defigns; and 
among the reft Francis Hernandez de Cordova, 
who offered his fervices as captain. Hispropofal 
beirig accepted, two fhips and a brigantine^ with 
one hundred and ten foldlcrs failed from the^Ha- 
vannah, on the i3th of February, 1517, After-a 
voyage of twenty days, they faw land 5 and com* 
ing near the fliore, they obferved a large town, 
and two canoes full of men approaching to meet 
them. The Spaniards, hailing the Indians, ^bout 
thirty of them went* on board the cofhtttodore. 
Thefe people wore a light cotton drefs. They 
Were hofpitably entertarned, and received froall 
prefcnts, which fo pleafed them, that they inti- 
mated they would return next day with noore ca- 
noes to carry the Spaniards on fhore. 

According to their promife, they returned with 
twelve canoes, on board of which was the ca- 
eique, who cried out in his native tongue, 
'* Come to my houfe," or Conez Cotoche, from 
which the place was called Cape Cotoche. An 

infinite 
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infinite number of nativoLattended th^ landing 
of the Spaniards; and wonder and admiration 
feecned depidted in every face. Cordova, with a 
view of Seeing the country, was refolved to ac- 
cept the cacique's invitation > but he had not 
proceeded far before the Indians, on a iignal 
from the chief, iiarted from an ambufcade> 
and began to attack the Spaniards with fliow^ 
ers of ftones and arrows. Tbefe people were 
drefijsd in cotton jackets, well quilted ^ they had 
wooden- fwords edged with 6int, fpears> bows and 
arrows, ilings, and targets; their heads were 
adorned wi<b plumes; and their faces were paint- 
ed of various colours. After the firft difcharge* 
they boldly ruihed on the Spaniards; but the 
£ re-arms to which they had been unacculiomed, 
foon threw them in diforder; and they fled with 
the lofs of feveral men. , In this ikirmifh two 
youths were taken, who afterwards bore the 
Cbrifiiaaimmes of Julian and Melchior. 

Notwithftandiog this treacherous receptiont 
the Spaniards were highly delighted to have dif-- 
covered a people who fliewed fome figns of civiU 
ization, and who bad made fuch progrefs in the 
uiieful arts, that they could build boufes of lime and 
Hone. They now proceeded along the coaft for 
fifteen days, when they entered a bay called Gam- 
peche, to water. Having filled their cafks^ they 
were about to return to the fhlps, when a party 
of fifty Indians meeting them, aiked if they came 
from the rifing of the fun, and then conduced 
them to fome temples eroded of fione, containing 
ieveral ihapelefs idols^ fprinkled with recent 
blood. From one of thefe temples defcended two 
men in white mantles, with their long black hair 
twified up^ who held little earthen fire-pans, iAtoi 
which they calta certain odorous gum. Having 

thus 
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thus perfamed the Spaniards^ tbey ordered tbetn 
to depart the country on pain of death. 

Proceeding along the coaft for fix days more, 
they again landed, to water, in the vicinity of a 
town called Potanchan, whence they obferved a 
body of armed men advancing towards them ; 
but as night was approaching, they feemed to 
retire to the town. On this the Spaniards tm< 
prudently remained on the fhore during the night; 
but in the morning, found themfokres entirely 
furrounded by a numerous army. -■ Alarmed at 
this lituation, they were convinced that nothing 
but defperation could fave them ; and the7 re- 
folved to exert all their powers. As foon as it 
^was light, the Indians began the charge with 
ihowers of arrows, darts, and Hones, by which 
about eighty Spaniards were wounded, among 
whom was Cordova. Finding it impoffible to 
prevail again ft fuch an irnmenfe hoft, and hem- 
med in on all fides, the Spaniards cut their way 
through to the boats, while the Indians purfaed 
them into the water with hideous yells. In this 
difaiirous encounter forty-feven Spaniards were 
killed ; and all« fave one, were wounded. It was 
immediately refolved to burn one of the (hips for 
want of hands, and to retarn to Cuba. 

In confequence of the* late unfortunate affray, 
they had been obliged to leave their cafks on 
fhore ; and the want of water began foon to be 
moil feverely felt. Some of tW4bundeft of the 
men being landed, to fill their jars, could find 
none but what was brackifh ; this obliged them 
to fleer for Florida. Here having landed near a 
creek, and dug pit^, they found pure wholefome 
water; but while they were engaged in wa tiling 
linen for the wounded, and laying in fuch a ftock 

of 
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6f tbe neceffary fluid, as they had conventencies 
for carrying, an alatm was given, that the Indi- 
ans were upon them. This wa^ too true: num- 
bers of canoes were proceeding down the creek, 
£tled with armed men, clothed in deer Ikins. 
Thefc let fly their arrows, and wounded fix of the 
Spaniards; but perceiving the dreadful effe6ts of 
muikets and crofs bows, they fled to their ca- 
noes 3 ftnd the Spaniards returned unmolelled to 
the fliip. After foffering alLthat human nature 
can endure fromdrought, and encountering many 
perils, they at laft reached the Havannah, froih 
whence Cordova, having tranfmitted an account 
of his unfortunate expedition to Governor Velaf- 
quez, died of his wounds in a few days after. 

The intelligence which Velafquez received 
was fo gratifying, that it infpired him with the 
refolution of purfuing difcoveries; among a peo- 
ple comparatively civilized; and therefore com- 
paratively richer than any yet known on this 
continent. His refolution was encouraged by 
many of the principal perfons under his govern- 
inent; and three fliips and a brigantine were 
fpeedily equipped. 

John Grijalva was appointed commodore of 
this fquadron, with orders to profecute difcove- 
ries, but to make no fettlements. He failed from 
Cuba on the 8ih of May, 1518, vifited the coaft 
of Florida, difcovered the ifland of Cozumel, and 
failed along the continent to the town of Potan- 
chan. Here ,the natives feeling elated by their 
fuccefs againd Cordova, took up arms; but being 
fpeedily routed, tbe Spaniards took poflellion of 
their town, where they found only three perfona 
reoiainiiig, who were liberally treated, and dif- 
mifled to join their countrymen* 

Vol.. I. M Cot 
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Continuing their courfe by day, and lying bf 
in the night, at la ft they difcovered a large river, 
butfo (hallow that it would not admit of fliips of 
burden. This the Spaniards named Rio de Grl* 
jalva> and failing up it in fome boats, foon per* 
ceived the Indians watching their motions, -with 
fifty canoes full of armed men. Both parties 
£semed jealous of each other: at lad the Spani^ 
ards fent two Indian converts, Julian and Mel- 
chior, to inform the Indians that they were come 
op bufinefsi which they trufted would be nauta'* 
ally agreeable. On this fome of th^ Indian^ 
drew near, when the interpreters were ordered 
to inform them, that the Spaniards wiere the fab- 
je6ts of a great king, to whom mighty princes 
paid obedience; that it would be for their advan- 
tage to put themfelves under his protedion, and 
in the mean time to fupply them, his fubjeds* 
with proviiions. To thefe pcopofais the natives 
prudently replied, that they would furniih them 
with provifions; but having a king of their ojivn, 
they could not fee what right Grangers had to 
wifli to iropofe a new one on them. They warn^ 
ed them to beware of incenfing a people who had 
twenty-four thoufand armed men ; and gave 
them to uaderftand, that they would not be fo 
eskfily nsanaged as the inhabitants of ^otanchan. 
They concluded with obferving, that they would 
faithfully report what they had heard to their 
chiefs, who were now alTembled to decide oa 
peace or war. The commodore mad^ them 
totne preientSf ^nd charged them to return with 
an anfwer, or he ihonld be obliged to enter their 
town, though not with a hoftile intention. 

The deputies having delivered their meflage 
from the Spaniards^ it ictms the chiefs thought 

peace 
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|ieace preferable to war i and therefore fent a 
number of their people laden with fifli, poultry, 
bread, and fruit, for the nlfe of the fhips. Thefe 
being freed from their burdens, fpread their mats 
on the ground, and covered them with fome 
beautiful works in feathers. They then commu- 
nicated to the Spaniards, that it was the intention 
of their lord* to viiit the (hips on the morrow. 

At the time appointed, the cacique appeared 
with a numerous retinue, unarmed ; and without 
ihowing any fymptoms of jealoufy, went on board 
Grijalva's fhip. The commodore was a genteel 
young man, and had on a loofe coat of crirofon 
▼civet, a cap of the fame, and other rich orna-- 
Qients of drefs. He received the chief with re- 
fpeftj and both fitting down, a conference by 
means of interpreters began. After fome tim& 
the cacique rofe; and ordering a trunk to be 
produced, took from it plates of gold, and boards 
Covered with gold for armourj and trying the 
' different pieces on Grijalva, atlail fitted him witk 
a complete fult of golden armour, prefenting him 
att the fame time with various ornaments in 
feathers and gold. 

The commodore then put a very fine (hirt on 
the cacique, and his own coat of crimfon velvet. 
He like wife f urn ilhed him with a new pair of 
Ifaoes, feme firings of beads, and other trinkets, 
moft eftimable In the eyes of Indians. The at- 
tendants of the cacique alfo came in for a fliar<i 
of thefe pre fen ts. 

The richnefs of the armour with which Gri- 
jalva had been invelled, amounting to no lefs 
than three thoufand pieces of eight, simulated 
the avarice of the Spaniards } and n^ade them 
M 2 cage" 
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eager to fettle in a country fo produ^ire of 
wealth. 

The commodore^ unwilling to offend the na- 
tives by a protradted flay, proceeded farther ; and 
came to a town named Agualunco, where the in- 
habitants appeared at a diliance carrying targets 
of tor toife (hell, which glittering in the fan, gave 
the Spaniards the idea they were gold. 

Sailing from thence, they faw feveral fpacious 
rivers^ and in one of them the Indians waving 
pieces of white cloth afHxed to poles, as if invito- 
ing them to land. On this a captain and fome 
muiketeers were fbnt aihore> with orders to give 
notice, if the natives put themfelves in a warlike 
ppfture. 

It may be proper to obferve, that the Spani- 
ards were now within the confines of the potent 
empire of Mexico; the throne of which was thea 
£lled by Mon tezuma. This prince hearing of the 
exploits of the Spaniards, and the defire they (bow- 
ed to explore countries over which they had no 
right, began to be apprehenfive and vigilant. He 
therefore gave direi^ions to his governors to en- 
tertain thefe Grangers with civility, to penetrate 
as far as poffible ipto their views, and to tranfmit 
him an account of all their motions. 

In conformity to thefe inftru^^ions, no fooner 
were the Spaniards landed, than the Mexicans 
offered them fowls, bread* and fruit 5 and per- 
fumed them with gum copal in a fire-pan. Mon« 
tejo, thccaptain of the Spanifti party, fent intelli- 
gence to the commodore, in what manner be was 
received; on which he brought up the ihips, and 
landed bis men. Grijalva was treated with great 
refpe^t; a traffic with the Indians commenced; 
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^nd in fix days, the Spaniards procured, by barter, 
as much gold as was valued at litteen thoufand 
pieces of eight. 

The commodore having made fome prefents of 
infignificant value to the principal perfons, took 
pofleflion of the country for the king of Spain, 
He then embarked, and palling feveral iflands, 
landed in one where he found a temple contain* 
ing feveral idols, and four priefts dreAed in black 
mantles, who had that very day facrificed two 
boys, who were difcovercd with their hearts torn 
out ; a piece of cruelty which (hocked even the 
fangoinary Spaniards. 

Grijalva, tarrying at thisifland feveral days, 
tbc^ught proper to difpatch Alverado, one of his 
ol£cers, to Velafquez with newsof hts difcoveries, 
and all the valuables he had obtained from the 
Indians. Velafquez, notwithAanding his fuccefs, 
received an unfavourable impreiBon of the com^ 
modore, through the artifices of Alverado^ v^ho 
wifiied to plant a colony among the new difcove* 
ries. 

In the meanwhile, Grijalva coailing along, 
came to the mouth of the river Tarala, to which 
he gave the appellation of St. Anthony. Here 
he careened his ihip; and began a traffic with 
the Indians for gold. Some of them brought 
very bright copper axes, which the Spaniards 
miflaking for gold, purchafed fix hundred of 
them; and the natives were fo well pleafed with 
the returns they obtained, that they would have . 
willingly parted with their whole ftock. Thus 
avarice for once was caught in its own Ibare. 

From this place the commodore fet fail for Cu- 
ba dired; and in forty-five days arrived at the 
port of Melancas, with gold to a confiderable 
M 3 amoufiti 
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land. The excefles of the Huns and the Vandals 
are the execration of every refleding mind; but 
if we view, with- unprejudiced optics, the tranfac- 
tions of forae of the moft enlightened people of 
the earth, in tlie mirror of truth, we fliall be 
brought to allow with ihame, that, though igno- 
rance may admit of fome palliation, knowledge, 
which is only applied to perpetuate greater crimes 
with fyftematic eflFe6t^ can find neither extenua- 
tion nor excufe. 

But to return. It having been determined to 
fit out an expedition for the continent of Ame- 
rica, to take advantage of circumftances, and to 
enrich the adventurers and their employers with 
jgold, Hernando Cortez was appointed com- 
mander. This gentleman was born at Medelin, 
a town of Eftremadura in Spain 5 and being bred 
to a military life, refolved to pufli his fortune ia 
the Weft Indies, whither he failed in 1504, with 
letters of recommendation to his kinfmah Doa 
Nicholas de Obando, then governor of Hifpaniola. 
He was received by his relation with due cordi- 
ality, and kindly entertained; but nothing could 
divert his propenfity to armsj and Hifpaniola be- 
ing in a ftate of peace, he defired leave to ferve 
in Cuba, where war ftill raged, againft the na- 
tives. Arriving there, he diftinguilhed himfelf 
as a valiant foldier and able commander; and 
was afterwards appointed chief magiftratc, or 
alcalde of St.' Jago. This fituation he filled 
when the expedition to the continent was plan- 
ned; and being flefhed in blood, was deemed a 
proper perfon to conduft the enterprifc. 

His commifiion being made oift as captain ge- 
neral of the fleet, and of the countries he (hould 
'"borer and Tubdue for Spain, he fet fail from 

Cuba 
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Cuba on the 19th of November 1518, with tea 
imall vefiels, not exceeding one hundred tons bur- 
den. His whole compliment of men was about 
£x hundred^ he had belides eighteen horfes, and 
a fmall number of field-pieces. 

Puffing over bis previous tranfadions* and ad- 
ircntures, we £nd him on the coaft of Mexico, with 
a force fcareely adequate for the, redudion of a 
fogle tbwn, or the maintenance of a fingle poft, 
he propofes to fubdue an empire of confiderable 
power and great extent. An empire, rich in re- 
jfonrces, and inhabited by millions of Indians^ 
paffiouately attached to war, and governed by a 
warlike chief, Montezuma, the terror of whofe 
arms had been felt by the neighbouring nations; 
smd whofe abilities in the fcience of government 
were by no means contemptible. 

Had this expedition happened in very remote 
ages, fo romantic are the circnmilances attending 
it, that it would have ranked, in point of authenti- 
dty with theArgonantic,or the labours of Hercules. 
Ncvcrwasmoreachievedbylefsimprobablemeans* 
The empire of Mexico had fubtiHed for many cen- 
turies : its inhabitants were far advanced in refine- 
ment, and remote from barbarifmj they were 
intelligent, and in foroe degree learned. Like 
the ancient Egyptians, whofe wifdora is fo much 
admired in this particular, they know the annual 
revolution of the fun, with a precifion which 
coold fcareely have been expeded from^people 
unacquainted with letters. They fixed th3period 
€>f the year at three hundred and fixty-five days 
oearly. Their foperiority in military affairs, was 
the ob}ed of admiration and terror over the re- 
mote parts of the continent; and their conflitu* 
tioo^ fovmded on the fure bafis of religiou and 

lav 
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law, feemed as permanent ad time itfelf; The 
cities difpiayed magnificence in archite^kore, and 
opulence in their decorations. But all thefe ad- 
vantages combined could not fecurc Mexico from 
the unequal prowefs of Spain. 

Cortez, in his march, met with but a timid and 
fpiritiefsoppofition from the natives along the coaft 
of this empire. They were terrified at the very ap- 
pearance of a prople whom they fuppofed of a higher 
order, and of invincible ftrength. The warlike 
aninials, on which the Spanifh officers were 
mouqted, had before this time-difcomfited the In- 
dians with a (ight; the artificial thunder iffuing 
from their hands, which was afcribed to a preter- 
natural origin j the wooden caftles, which wafted- 
them Over the ocean, from lands too remote to 
be conceived by the inhabitants of the new 
. world, druck them with fuch a panic and awe, 
that when they began to recover themfelvcd, it 
was too late to prevent the confeqnence^s. 

Wherevdr the Spaniards advanced, they fpared 
neither fex nor age, neither things facr6d nor 
profane. At lafl the people of Flafcala, and* 
fome other maritime ftatesj dcfpairing of being 
able to oppofe them by force, or dcprefs them by 
cunning, entered into an alliance with their in- 
vaders; and joined their armies to thofe of in- 
vincible conquerors, as they were reputed. 
When divifions once take place in a country, 
ruin is fore to enfue. They who fupport the in- 
vaders or encourage the foe, and they who op- 
pofe, are foon involved in one qommon danger 
^nd difgrace. 

Cortez, being thus rein forced, by new auxilia- 
ries, marched on towards Mexico; and, in his 
J)rogrefs, difcovers 4 volcano of fnlphar and falt- 

petre^ 
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petre, from whence be could luppiy himfelf with 
powder. This was fortunate beyond his hopes: 
Montezuma heard of his advance with irrefoiu* 
tion, nor dared to oppofe it. Yet the Spanifh 
"writers, probably to magnify the greatnefs of 
their exploits, reprefent this fovereign as com- 
maoding thirty tributary princes, each of whom 
cotild bring one hundred thoufadd men into the 
field. 

A monarch, thus formidable in his own country> 
dares not relifi a handful of Spaniards, aided by 
a few natives, whofe fidelity would be ibaken by 
the fit ft reverfeof fortune. Such was tl)e differ- 
ence between the inhabitants of the two worlds; 
or fucb was the effed of fear produced by the 
fame of the Spani(h vidories^ which flew like 
lightning before them. 

After fome feeble efforts to avert the impend- 
ing florm, Montezuma fent a rich prefent of gold 
to Cortcz, which only ferved to whet his avarice; 
and make him more anxious to poffefs his undi- 
vided treafures, 
, The emperor became daily more depreifed dnd 
devout. He reforted to the temples) he iocreaf- 
ed the number of human facriiices; and at length 
afTembling his magicians, ordered them, on pain 
of death, to flupify or overcome the Spaniards by 
their incantations. A confidhrable number of 
thefe necromancers fet out; but having perform- 
ed their incantations without effeGt, they return- 
ed and told Montezuma, that his ruin wrs de- 
creed, and the diifolution of his empire at 
hand. 

The fuperfiitious prince was petrified with 
this report. At lafi, recovering his fpeech, he ex- 
claimed^ " If our gods forfake us» let the 
2 ** firaugera 
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*' drangers come. It would be diflioaoaraUe t» 
'* turn our backs on misfortunes; but," added he, 
** I laiiient the old men, women, and children* 
" who cannot defend themfelves." 

From this moment, he gave up all for loft^ 
and began to prepare for the reception of the 
Spaniards. Cortez, porfuing his march, was vi« 
iited by one of Montezuma*s nephews. He was a 
young man of an agreeable afped, and was carried 
on the (houlders of his fervants, in a chair adorned 
with curioufly diver fified plumage. He no fooaec 
alighted, than his attendants began to fweep the 
ground, and form a circle for him. Cortez, ad- 
vancing to the door of his apartment, received 
him with a low bow, which the prince returned, . 
by touching the earth and then his lips with his 
right hand. This falutation paiTed, be fat down* 
and welcomed Cortez and his captains with an 
eafy air. He defcanted on the amicable difpofi- 
tion of Montezuma; and enumerated the diffi- 
culties that lay in his* way to a vilit of Mexico* 
from the fterili ty of laft feafbn 5 fo that (Grangers 
could not expc6t to be liberally provided for, 
when the natives themfelves were in want. After 
this, he received a prefent of fome fidltioas 
jewels, with which he feemed highly delighted; 
and immediately fet out to report his embalfy. 

The Spaniards 'marching with their ufual cir- 
cumfpe^tion and order, after pa (ling through 
fome of the moft fplendid cities in the empire, 
at laft had a fight of Mexico, diftinguifhed above 
all the reft by the height of its towers, and the 
grandeur and multiplicity of its buildings. Be- 
,fore they had advanced half way, they were met 
by about four thoufand nobles and officers of the 
•cityi who, having paid their obeifauce, faced 

about 
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j dbout and proceeded before the troops. At a 
I fmall diftance from Mexico, the cafifewajr, over 
the lake tin which it Hood, was croffed by^ bul- 
wark of fk)ne; and the entrance into the city 
was fecured by gates, a draw bridge, and a fe- 
cond forti^cation. The nobles had no fooner 
pafled on the other iide of the bridge, than the)^ 
formed a lane for the army to pafs through. A 
fpacious (treet foon faluted their view, the houfes 
of which were uniformly built, and the windows 
and battlements filled with fpedators. Nobody, 
however, was feen in the ftreets, as the emperor 
had ordered them to be cleared ; having himfelf 
refolvcd to fhow Cortez an extraordinary mark of 
bis favour, by coming in perfon to receive him. 

Scarce had the Spaniards entered the city, 
when they perceived the firft troop of the royal 
retinue, con fitting of two hundred noblemen, 
richly and uniformly habitedi who, approach- 
ing the Grangers, with eyes fixed on the ground, 
fell back on each fide. Then appeared another 
company, iliU more fplendidly dreffed, in the 
centre of whom was Montezuma, in a chariot of 
burniflied gold, furrounded with beautiful plumes, 
and carried on the ihoulders of his favourites. 
Over his head four perfons held a canopy of green 
feathers, interwoven with (ilver. He was imme- 
diately preceded by three officers with golden 
rods, which from timp to time were lifted up, as 
a lignal of the emperors approach 5 that all might 
fall prodrate and hide their faces. 

Cortez difmounted at a fmall diftance, when 
Montezuma did the fame, and walked on carpets 
which were fpread in the flreet. His pace was 
ftow and folemn 5 and he leaned on two of his 
coo(in8> who governed large provinces. He was 

Vol. I. N aboi 
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about forty years of age, of a middle feature, abd 
good prefeoce -, but his coofittatioD feemed rather 
delicate than robaft. His nofe wasacquiline^ his 
eyes lively, bis hair ihort, his complexioo fair 
for a Mexican, and hi^ look penfive, but majef* 
tic. He wore on his head a kind of golden mi- 
tre ; and was drefifed in a mantle of fine cotton, | 
covered with gold, pearls, and precious ftones, 
carelefsly fufpeaded on his ihoulders. His fhoes 
refembled the Roman fandals, with foles of goldv 

Cortez haftily advanced, and made a profound 
reverencct which Montezuma returned in the 
manner of his country, already defcribed. At 
this the Mexicans were greatly aftoniihed; as 
none of their emperors had ever iheWn fuch coiv- 
defcenfion before. Cortez wore about his neck 
a chain of glafs, in^ imitation of diamonds and 
emeralds, which he had referved as a present for 
his firft audience ; and coming up to the emperor, 
threw it about his neck. The princes who fup- 
ported Montezuma, with fome emotion, fignified 
that it was not lawful to approach fo near ; but 
the emperor reprimanding them, bowed his head 
to ihow that he accepted the prefent ; and tn re- 
turn, put a rich ornament, of crimfon ihells and 
gold, round the neck of Cortez. The SpaniOi 
general then made a (hort fpeech, to which the 
emperor made a fuitable reply. Thus ended the 
firft interview -, the particulars of which we 
thought if might be entertaining to record. 

It was on the 8th of November 1319, that 
Cortez entered the city of Mexico. A palace 
was immediately fet apart for the Grangers; 
which had been built by Montezuma's father, 
and was large enough to accommodate the whole 
army. It was eroded of ltones« tanked with 
I towers ; 
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tdwers) and many oF the apartments were fur-p 
nilhed with cotton hanging^ and ornamental 
feather-work. The chairs were formed of folid 
pieces of wood 3 and the bedfteads had curtains 
like pavilions. The beds themfelvcs and the 
bolfters were of palm mats. 

Cortez had no fooner diftributed bis guards^ 
aud placed his artillery before the gates, than ho 
found a fplendid banquet provided for him and 
his officers, and plenty of proviiions for all his 
foldiers, with many Mexican attendants^ who 
waited on them in profound filence. 

In the evening, Cortez received a vi (it from the 
emperor, ^ho came in the fame ftate as before. 
The Spaniard met him in th^ principal fqnare ; 
and both entbring the apartment together, Mon- 
tezuma feated bimfelf, and ordering a chair to 
\}e brought for Corte?, is faid to have addreiTed 
him in the following terms ; *' Before you ex- 
♦' plain the particulars of your embafly, illuftri- 
" oos captain, let you and I lay a fide the preju* 
*' dices we have each imbibed of the other, from 
" themifreprefentationsof common fame. You 
*' have in fome quarters heard that I am a god ; 
•* that my power is invincible, and my riches 
*' immenfe? that my palaces are covered with 
'* gold ; and that the earth groans beneath the 
" weight of my treafures. On other occafions, 
♦• you have been informed, that I am a tyrant, 
" infolent, cruel, and unjutt. By both reprefent- 
*' ations you have been equally impofed on. This 
*« arm of flefh and blood (hows that I am a mor-» 
<« tal, and thefe walls and roofs demonftrate 
*' that my palaces arc not covered with gold, 
«' From thefe inflances before your eyes, you 
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'* may Itkewife coDclude that the account of my 
" vices is alfo exaggerated by my enemies. 

" We have alfo received various contradidory 
'* fentiments of you. Some have affirmed you 
*' arc gods, who grafp the thunder, control the 
'^Idments, and compel the beafis of the foreft 
*' xo obey your commands. You have been re- 
'* prefented by others as proud, vindidive, vo- 
*' luptuous, and tranfported with an infatiable 
" cupidity for gold. Yet I now fee, that 1 have 
" been alike deceived by thefe jarring accounts. 
" You are formed like other men, and only dif- 
*' tinguifhed from us by the peculiarities of your 
'' country. The beafts that fo readily obey you, 
'« are large deer, trained up to difcipline. Your 
'' arms, that produce lightning, 1 conceive to 
" be barrels of metal, and their efFeft, like that 
'* of our farbacans, proceeds from air comprefT- 
*' ed and ftriving for vent j and as to fire, noife, 
'' and fmoke, they furely originate from inchant- 
*^ ment. In a word, we believe that the great 
** prince, to whom you pay obedience, is a de- 
*' fcendant of Quezalcoal, lord of the feven 
" caves of the Navatlaques, and lawful fove- 
'* reign of the feven nations that gave rife to the 
'' Mexican empire. For, from the tradition of 
" many ages, we know that he left thefe coun- 
*' tries to conquer new regions in the eaft, with 
*' a proraife, that in procefs of time his defcend- 
*' imts fhould return to new-model our laws, and 
*' reform our government. We have therefore al- 
** ready determined, that every thing fcall be done 
" for the honour of a prince, who is the offspring 
" of fuch an illuflrious progenitor.** 

To this harangue, Cortez replied, '' we have 
5'^ it is truCj Sirfe, heard very oppofite accounts of 

" your 
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^' your charadcr, which has been extolled by 
«• fome, and vilified by others; but as the Spa-i 
'• niards have penetration enough to diftinguiih 
'* the colours of difcourfe, we have given no 
'' credit either to your flatterers or your foesj 
•' but came into your prefence with full alTur- 
*' ance of your being a great and equitable 
** prince. You juftly conclude we are mortal 5 
^' though more intelligent and valiant than your 
** vaffals. Our beads are not deer, but are of a 
*' more generous breed of animals, fond of war, 
♦' and afpiring with a kind of ambition to the 
*' glory of their mailers: and as to our arms« 
*' they are fabricated by human induftry, with- 
*' out the adiliance of magic; an abominable 
^* art which we deteft. I am come as ambafla- 
'* dor to your majefty from the mod powerful 
" monarch on whom the fun flieds his beams at 
** his firft rifing. He defires to be your friends 
'* and confederate j and though, according to 
'* your traditions, he might pretend to be more 
" abfolute in thefe dominions, he wifhes to ar- 
•* rogate to himfelf no authority, but to promote 
" your advantage, and to convince you that yoa 
" have departed from the worfliip of the true 
*' God, in wder to pay your adoration to infen- 
" fate woo^, carved by your own bands, to 
^* which you inhumanly facrifiQS your fellow- 
*' creatures/* 

Having ended his fpeech, Montezuma arofe, 
faying, " I accept the friendfliip and confede- 
*' racy of the great defcendant of Quezalcoal; but 
*' all gods are good, and yours may be fo without 
'• prejudice to mine. In the mean while, rcpofe 
'* yourfelvpsj you are in your own houfe, where 
*« you Ihall be punftually fervcd with all poffible 
<* rcfpeft." 



136 CONaUEST OF MEXICO. 

He then ordered feme very valuable prefentf 
' to be introduced, and to be given to Cortez ; 
and with a cheerful air, diftributed fome jewels 
among the Spaniards who were prefent. 

Next d^ Cortez had an audience, at the em- 
peror's palace. This magnificent building had 
thirty gates that communicated with as many 
ftreets. The principal front took up one fide of 
a fpacious fquare, and was compofed of red» 
white, and black jafper, beautifully polifhedi 
and, in a large fhleld over the gate, were repre- 
fented Montezuma's arms 5 a griffin with ex- 
panded wings, holding a tiger in its talons. 

After paffing three fquares, they reached the 
emperor's apartments -, the walls of which were 
covered with cotton hangings, intermixed with 
furs 5 and the interior rooms were hung with a 
beautiful kind of tapeftry, formed of plumes of 
various colours. The floors were covered with 
mats, and the roofs were of cyprefs, cedar, and 
other odoriferous woods, adorned with foliages 
and other relievos ; and though the ufe of nails 
was unknown to the Mexicans, the ceilkigs were 
fo contrived, that the planks fupported each other. 

Montezuma, who was {landing alone, advanc- 
ed to meet Cortez, and the cuftomary falutations 
paiTed. Then, being feated, the emperor entered 
into converfation with great affability, and afked 
a number of pertinent queftions ; obferving how 
much the Mexicans were obliged to the defcend- 
ants of their fird king; and feemed to exult in 
having the prophecies fulfilled in his reign. 

Cortez, turning the difcourfe on religion^ in- 
veighed againft human facrifices with fuch 
warmth, that Montezuma banilhed human fieih 
from his,table» 
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Sonne days after, the emperor, who was iUll 
n^uch attached to the fuperQitions of his country, 
condu6ted Cortez and fome of his principal offi- 
cers to the chief temple, that they might be fpec-. 
tators of its« magnificence. He explained the 
particulars of their worftiip with fuch folemnity. 
that the Spaniards could fcarcely refrain from 
laaghter; and Cortez himfelf,'tranfported by aa 
unfeafonable zeal, cried out, " allow me. Sire, to 
** fix the crofs of Chrift before thofe images of 
•' the devil i and you will fee whether they de- 
•' ferve adoration or contempt." Montezuma 
and his priells felt enraged at this propofal ) but 
ihowed a more liberal mind than their pretended 
reformers, as they not only allowed the Spaniards 
to fit up a chapel, but frequently attended dur- 
ing the celebration of mafs* 

We beg leave to fubjoin a ihort defcription of 
the imperial city of Mexico. It was divided into 
two parts i one, the refidcnce of the lower clafles | 
the other, appropriated to the court and the no- 
bility. Both parts contained about fixty thou- 
fand families. This capital flood in an extenfive 
plain, environed by rocks and lofty mountains, 
from which many rivulets ifluing, formed a va- 
riety of beautiful and fpacious lakes. The two 
largefl lakes had a communication with each 
others and one of them was frefh and the other 
fait. The city of Mexico flood in the middle 
of the faline lake in IQ deg. 13 min. north 
latitude, yet enjoyed a mild and falubrious cli- 
itiat-e. It was joined to the main land by three 
nobl.e caufeways. The fireets were flraight and 
wide, and interfedfced by a number of canals, on 
which Bfty thoufand canoes of different fizes 
plied. All the public edifices were built of flone. 
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The temples were peculiarly fpacious and mag- 
nificent ; and the ornaments of fome of the idola 
were of ineftiroable value. 

The emperor had feveral pleafure houfes, fitted 
np in various ftyles, and with the richeft decora- 
tions. He had alfo a houfe of forrow, to which 
he retired on any public calannity, or private lofs. 
He had two queens> the daughters of tributary 
princes^ and an amazing number of concubines^ 
feleded from among the faireft ladies of his do- 
minions. Thefe, when difniifled, were afterwards 
man led to perfons of the .firft quality. To be 
noticed by the emperor, was a paiTport to female 
honour and didindion. 

. Such was the capital of Mexico, when the Spa- 
niards arrived 3 and fuchwere the condod^ and 
habits of the emperor on the throne. He feemed 
to load Corlez, day after day, with new martis 
of bis generolity ; he anticipated all his wantSj^ 
and ftudioufly .prevented the poflibility of break- 
ing with him. Corlez, however, was diftruftfu^, 
that under this affeded politenefs, fome defign 
v^as concealed which might involve him and his 
followers in fudden ruin. But he could find no 
pretence for violence i and he kept himfelf oo 
his guard again d furprife. 

Civilities and prefents were Aill heaped upoa 
him, with a moft munificent hand : the Spaniard^ 
being tired of inaction, would have been more 
delighted to have found an excufe for commenc- 
ing hoftilitics. " Think nothing gain'd, while 
*' aught ungain'd remains," feems to have been 
the motto he adopted. At lad the wifhed-for 
opportunity prefented itfclf. 

In order to fecure a communication by fea, 
to receive the requifite reinforcements, (be Spa- 

nilh 
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niih general had ereded a fort, and left a fmall 
garrifon behind him at Vera Cruz, which has 
fince become the emporium of American and 
European commerce. Hq uncferftood, that the 
Indians in that vicinity had attacked tliis garrifoa 
in his abfence, and that a Spaniard was killed ia 
the a£tion. It was even iniinuated, that Montezu- 
ma himfelf was privy to the aggredion ; and had 
iflued orders, that the head of the ilain Spaniards 
fhould be carried through his provinces, to de« 
flroy an abfurd, though prevailing belief, that the 
Europeans were immortal. 

On receiving this intelligence, fo favourable to 
hU wiQies, Cortez waited on the emperor in per* 
fon> attended by a few of his moft faithful and 
experienced officers. To the charge of trea- 
chery, Montezuma pleaded innocent ^ and Cortez 
feemed to hear him with pleafure, and to give 
bis declaration the moft implicit credit. But at . 
the fame time, 'with an infidious policy, he alleged, 
that the Spaniards in general would never be 
convinced of it, unlefs he returned along with 
him to their relidence, which would remove all 
jealoufy between the two nations. The fpirit of 
Montezuma rofe at the idea of this indignity; 
be felt it in its full forces he heiitated^ but, 
awed by fear, at iaft he complied. 

The fuccefs of this interview fhowed the fuperi- 
orjty of European addrefs. A powerful monarch, 
in the middle of his own palace, and furrounded 
by his. guards, refigned himfelf a prifoner into 
the hands of a few ftrangers, who came to de- 
mand him. Cortez was now pofleflfed of an en- 
gine which he could. dired to every purpofe; 
and which alone could accompli(h all his fchemes* 
The Mexicans entertained a refpeft bordering oa 

rcligioi^" 
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religious veneration for their prince. Cor{6z,hy 
keeping bim in his power, and allowing him to 
enjoy every external of royalty, fave liberty, 
maintained an eafy fovereignty over Mexico, by 
governing its head. At the fame time, by fludy- 
ing the emperor s charader, and Mattering and in- 
dulging all his foibles and pa^Iions, he worked 
himfelf into his mod entire affedion. Did the 
Mexicans, by continued intercourfe and fami- 
liarity with the Spaniards, ihow any abatement 
of their original refped, Montezuma was em- 
ployed to teaph them a more obfequioQs polite« 
nefs. Was a tumult excited through the cruelty 
6f avarice of thefe invaders, Montezuma afcend- 
ed the battlements of his prifon, and harangued 
his people into fubmidion and forbearance. 

This farce was continued fo long, that repeti- 
tion became vapid, and both Spaniards and na- 
tives were iick of the degrading fervility of the 
emperor. But it was fortunate for the prince, 
that, with his charafter and confequence, he fopn 
loft his life. While he was one day ihamefully 
prodituting his dignity and his talents, in defend- 
ing the enemies of his country, and juliifyiog 
theij; enormities ; a (lone from an un^known hand 
flruck him on the temple, which in a fhort time 
occafioned his death. 

The Mexicans liberated from the mock autho- 
rity of a fovereign, who was compelled to co- 
operate with his enemies, againft the interefts of 
his country, ele6t a new prince, the famous Gua- 
timozin ; who from the beginning difplayed an 
irtiplacable animofity againft th^ Spanifli name. 
Under his conduA, the miferable Mexicans rnfh- 
cd into battle, againft thofe men whom they had 
6nce confidered as divinities. Various confiids 

eofued } 
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enfoed 5 and numerous were the turns of for- 
tune that both (ides experienced. But by the 
dexterous management of Cortez> it was foun4 
impofiible to deprive the Spaniards of the foot- 
ing they had' gained in Mexico. The grandees 
of this country had agreed to pay the crown of 
Spain the immenfe fum of fix hundred thoufand 
marks of pure gold by way of tribute, exclufive 
of an amazing quantity of precious flones. The 
fifth part of this difiributed among the foldiers^ 
by gratifying their avarice* Simulated their cou- 
rage; and made th^m difregard dangers^ whea 
fucb rewards awaited their exertions. 

Numerous, however, were the efforts wbicli 
the Mexicans made to recover their independ- 
ence. Unfortunately they did not afit in con- 
cert J nor was their policy equal to their power. 
Their valour and their numbers^ even their d&- 
fpair, gave way before what they emphatically 
named the Spanith thunder. 

At lad Guatimozin and the emprefs were taken 
prifoners -, and to fpare the effufion of his fub- 
je6b blood, he reqneliled them to Aibmit to the 
Spanifh general. The voice of the emperor al- 
layed the dorm of war, and a temporary peace 
enfoed. This was the prince whofe fortitude 
will be for ever memorable. When Ite lay 
ilretched on burning coalsji by order of oft^ of 
the receiver's of the king of Spain^'s exeheqtli^r^ 
who inflided the torture to force him to difcovet 
into what part of the lake he had thrown his 
treafures, faid to his high prieft, condemned to 
the fame dreadful punifhment, and who loudly 
exprefled his fenfe of excruciating pain, <' Do 
" you imagine that I lie on a bed of rofcs ?" The 
bigb prieft kept lilence ; and died in an ad of 
dutiful obedience to his fovereign. 

GAatimoaj 
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Gaatimozin himfelf was faved from this fate 5 
but Cortez finding one confpiracy fuccced an- 
other, and the natural love of liberty and inde- 
pendence to be Hill ftrong in the breafts of the 
Mexicans, at laft hanged the emperor and two 
other Indian princes, who were faid to be his ac- 
complices in a plot againft the Spaniards. Thus 
Mexico ceafed to be an empire, and together 
with Caftile d*Or, Darien, and other provinces, 
Submitted to the arms of Spain. The inhabit- 
ants, in general, were either exterminated, or re- 
tired to the mountains, 

Cortez, finding himfelf eftabliflied, began to 
rebuild the city of Mexico, which had been al- 
xnoft demoliftied by repeated attack and defence. 
But all his conquef^s and all his fuccefs could not 
fecure him in peace. When the Indians ceafed 
to plot for his deftruftion, his own countrymen 
entered into confpiracies againd hira. He had 
enemies too, who endeavoured to prejudice hina 
with his fovereign Charles V. To invalidate the 
efFeds of injurious reprefentations againft him, 
he vifited Europe in 1528, when he was gracioudy 
received by his prince, had feveral towns and vil- 
lages fettled upon him, and obtiained the title of 
Marquis of Guaxaca, 

Next year he returned to Mexico 5 but after- 
wards being embroiled with the viceroy of tliat 
province, he made a fecond voyage to Spain, and 
died in a village near Seville on the 2d of De- 
cember 1554, in the fixty-third year of his age. 
By his own dire6iion, his corpfe was carried to 
New Spain. His f^me for courage and policy 
cannot be tarniihcd : farther we difdain to bellow 
our praife. 
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VASCtUEZ KUNEZ DE BALBOA, part o£ 
whofe advcDtures have already been re- 
corded, having eftablt(hed bldarelf in thft go- 
vernment of Santa Maria, immediately applied 
himfeif to make fuch. u(e of the plower he had 
obtained, as might fecure him a continaance of 
it. And he wifely judged, that nothing would 
more effedtually prefetve bis elevation, than the 
accumulation of gold, and the extent of his dif* 
Goveries for the benefit of Spain. 

With the(e views, he exerted himfelf to the 
ntmoft to difcharge the duty of a prudent gover- 
nor, and to gain an afcendency over the natives 
by a humane regard to their welfare 5 t!hdugh he 
took care to eafe theni of their gold. But what 
18 parted witb willingly,' cannot beconiidered aa 
loft. He alfo fitted out feveral eii^peditions oa 
difcoveries in the South Sea, and in one of tbem 
received the firft intimation of the extenfive em- 
pire of Peru. Having taken pofTeliion of Caililo 
d*Oro, in the name of their Catholic Majefties^ 
be now thought that he had done enoagh to ob- 
literate all bis fornoer irregularities^ ^nd tbere^ 

Vot.JU O for^ 
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fore difpatcbed an agent to Spaio with the king^s 

money, and an account of his proceedings. 

Unfortunately be had been faperfed^l before 
an opportuiiiiy prefenteditfelfof ckacing nj^hin 
coAdud, and difplaying his iervtces. Pedrarlas 
d*Avila, one of the mod fangoinary mongers that 
ever difgraced human nature, had been appointed 

fovernor of Golden Caflile, and arrived at Santa 
laria with a [>owe.rf\;il ^eet in July 1514. Nu- 
nez yielded him all imaginary refpe6t; and 
though ambition was his favogrite vice, refigned 
his authority without a murmur. This ill-re- 
quited officer afterwards foyn4 mean^ to ohta^ 
a clearing of his charader, and remuneration fcr 
his fervices, in the appointment of lord liente- 
nant of the cout^tries on the SoutJi iSeas. Bat 
Pedrarias, jealous of his worth and envious of his 
fuccefs, had him tried on the pioft ^volous 
charges ; and he fuffered death as a traitcu-, for 
no other crime but for ferving his prince with a 
zeal and fidelity that refleSed ihame on his 
enemy. 

Such wfi9 the fate of Vafquez Nunez de Bal- 
boa in the fprty-fecond year of his age. He had 
built the town called Panama with incredible 
labour ; he had extended the difcoveries on the 
coaft fo far, that Peru was in profpeA^ and 
though fortune did not allow hin^ to reap the 
l^ureTs of the cpnqueft, he capnot be denied th^ 
reputation of pointing out the way. 

This introdu6tion teemed neceSary to conneft ' 
the hiftory of important difcoveries. Whether it 
happepedi that Spain, being engaged in a multi* 
pjicity of other concerns, di^ not £nd leifure to 
f^itend to new and diftant difcoveries, or that the 
ac^Quhts hitherto received of Peru were i^pecfed; 

or 
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or not credited, certain jit is, that after different 
expeditions projo&ed by Pedrarias had failed, thig 
exteoiive country^ nipre important than Mexico 
itfelf, was reduced by the endeavours, iand at the 
expence of three private perfons. 

The firft, and the life and foul pf the enter- 
prife was Francis Pizarro, k native of Truxillo^ 
in the province of £ftremadura in Spain. Some 
of bis country writers fay he was a nobleman by 
birth, while others maintain that he was an ille« 
gitimate fon of an officer at Truxillo, who fuffer- 
ed him to be exposed as a foundling. H4s re- 
puted father, however, being difcovered, he wag 
obliged to maintain him; but he gave him no 
kind of education; when the conqueror of a 
mighty empire, he could neither read nor write I 
His younger days were fpent in feeding hogst 
but at length he ran away from his charge, and 
entering on board a (hip bound for the Wefi In- 
dies,- didinguiibed himfelf both in Hifpaniola 
and Cuba for a held and enterprifing genius. 
He afterwards ferved under Nunez de Balboa, 
0nd having acquired a bandfome fortune, feir« 
tied in Panama^ as foon as it was built. Here he 
feeroed difpofed to end his days in the enjoyment 
of peace, till the thirfl of gold (limulated him to 
jnake overtures to Pedrarias, the governor, for a 
commiffion to profeoute difcoveries in the South 
Sea ; which having obtained, with a confirmatioi^ 
from the court of Spain, tie took in as affociates 
Diego de Almagro and Perdinando de Luques. 
The former was of fuch an obfcjire origin, thai 
tbouffh he was named from the place of his births 
no hiftorian has been able to trace his father : 
the latter was a priefl, and a man of large for^ 
tone. 

Oa This 
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ThU triumvirate, which eternized the infamy 
of their names, were at firft the butt of ridicule 
to the fober ^nd receding psirt of their countrjr- 
wen. Their projcft was treated as wild and vi- 
£oDary ; and that it would infallibly end in the 
ruin of the undertakers, was the common predic- 
tion. But without regarding the opinion of the 
world, they folettinly pledged themfelves to each 
6ther, that no dangers or difaflers ihould divert 
tbem from their enterprife; and that they ihould 
equaljy participate in the advantages to be ac- 
quired. To ftrengthen their refolution, and to 
bind them ftili naore clofely to each other, thej 
called in the aid of religion. Having) attended 
lugh mafs, which was celebrated by de Luques^ 
they received the facrament from his hands. He 
broke the confecrated wafer into three pieces j 
took the firft himfelf, and gave the others to his 
companioDs, as a token that they would purfue 
their prefent defigo with no lefs eagernefs than 
if their eternaj ha ppinefs depended on the event. 

It was about the middle of November 1524, 
that Pizarro fet out for the conqueft of Peru> 
vrixh two hundred and fifty foot, fixty horfe, and 
twelve (mall pieces of cannon, drawn by Haves 
from the conquered nations. When we refleft, 
that the Pcruvianii were imprefled with the fame 
prejudices with the •Mexicans in favour of the 
Sp^nilh nation, and befides were of a cdnftitn- 
tion more effeminate and unwarlike, it need not 
be coniidered fo extraordinary/ after what has 
been related of the conqueft of Mexico, that 
Fizarro ihould be able, with this i neon lid era blc 
force, to make a deep and indelible impreffion 
on the Peruvian empire. Particular circum- 
ft^D^es alfo confpired to favour his undertakings, 

vbidi 
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wtucb^ 88 they tend todeyelope focnethingof the 
hidory^ religioo^ and ftate of the human mind ia 
this new worlds it may net be iniproper to flate. 
The original founder of the Peruvian empire 
was Mango Capac,a man who, gifted with powers 
beyond the level of his kind« and calm and di£^« 
paflionate himfelf, by nicely difcriminating the 
paffions of his fellow creatures, was able to work 
upon them with cffe€t, and turn them to his 
own profit and glory* He obferved that the 
people of Peru were naturally addided to fuper- 
flition i and that they had a peculiar veneration 
for the orb of day. He pretended therefore to 
be defcended from that glorious luminary, whole 
worfhip he was fent to eftablifh, and wbofe au- 
ihority he was entitled to exercife. By this ro- 
mantic fidion, which was extremely well adapt- 
ed to the prejudices of thofe ott whom he in- 
tended to impofe, he eaiily duped a credulous 
people; and by this artifice alone^ brought a 
confiderable extent of territory under his jurif- 
di^on. The foundation of his empire being 
thus laid on fuperfiition, he extended his domi- 
Bions fiill farther by arms. But, to his honour 
be it recorded that, whether he employed fraud 
or force, it was with a view of promoting h^p- 
pinefs, and fixing its influence. He united and 
civiliseed the roving and barbarous . tribes } he 
bent them to laws, and inured them to arms ; 
he foftened them by the infiitution of a benevo- 
lent religion > and in proportion as be exalted 
their fpirit by patriotifm, he fubdued their hearts 
by the eSc€t of principle. In no part of Ame« 
rica had agricnlture and the arts made fuch re* . 
markable progrefs ; or men advanced fo far in 
the refinements that embellifh life. 

* 03 ' A race 
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A race of princes facceeded Mango, diftln- 
gmlbed by the title of Yncas, and revered by 
their fubje6t'8 9$ the undoubted defcendaurs oif 
f heir great God, the fun. The twelfth of thefe 
now viled the throne, who was named Atabali- 

£a. His father Quaiana Capac bad extended his 
ereditary dominions by the addition of the pfo- 
vince of Quito, which how conftitutes a part of 
jBpBiiilb Peru. To fecure hinnfelf in the poifef- 
£qo of this couqueft, he had married tht^ daagh« 
Jcr of the legitimate priqce of that country -, and 
of thi^ marriage was fprung the reigning empe- 
WOTf His elder brother, Huefcar, by a different 
mother, had claimed the fucceflion to the whole 
of his paternal dominions, not excepting Quitdj 
which devolved on Atabalipa by a double con- 
nexion. A oivil war had been kfndled on this 
neCDupt I which, after various turns of fortune, 
|ind*greatly weakening the empire, terminated ia 
favour of the younger brother; who now detain* 
pd Huefcar a prifoner in the tower of Cufco, the 
capital of the Peruvian empire. 

Thus the feeds of anarchy were engendered ; 
find (he caufe of difTolution had begun to operate, 
before the arrival of Pisarro. In this feeble and . 
disjointed ftate of the ^mpir^, the ominous pro- 
dj^lons of religion joined their force to human 
calgipities. Prophecies were recorded, and dreams 
were i-ecolle^ed, which* foretold the fubjugatioa 
of the etnpire by perfons unknown, wjiofe de» 
fcripiibn was fuppofed to correfpond with that of 
the; Spaniards. In particular, they had an old 
tradition, which had been univerfally received, 
that the elder fon of one of their ynt!a8,in ancient 
40ys« had fe'en a f^range kind of phantom, who 
^^rtjj4 Wwfelf Vi»choca, pjr gffi^iiig of tie fow, 
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His drefs and appearance were entirely different 
from thofe of the Peruvians > his beard was lon^» 
his garments flowed down to his feet^ and in hia 
band he held an animal abfolutely unknown td 
the young prince. This fable was fo firmly be^ 
lieved, and fo deeply rooted in the minds of the 
Peruvians, that they no fooner faw a Spaniard 
with a beard, his lega covered, and holding his 
borfe by the bridle, than they exclaimed, << See 
'' ther^ in the Ynca Virachoca/' or the fon of 
the fun. 

Under fuch impreffions Atabalipa, inftead lof 
oppoling the Spaniards, fet himfelf to procure 
their favour. *' Thefe people," faid the emperor^ 
^ are meflengers of the gods ; let us be iTeen to 
<* do nothing to otfend them ; but on the con* 
^' trary, ufe our utmoft endeavours to gain them 
•' by civilities." Pizarro, however, whofe tern* 
per partook of the meannefs of his education^ 
bad no conception of gentle dealings with a peo« 
pie he falfely deemed barbarians ; but who in 
faSt, though lefs expert in the cruel arts of hu-* 
roan deftrudion, were more civilized than him- 
felf In conformity, therefore, to his deteftable 
way of thinking, while he was engaged in a con<- 
ference with Atabalipa, his men, as previoufly 
inflruded, furioufly attacked the. guards of that 
prince without provocation^ and having butcher* 
Jtd five thoufand of them as they were preffing 
forward to prote£t the facred perfon of their mo* 
Darch, feized Atabalipa himfelf, whom they car* 
lied off to the Spanifli quarters, 

Pizarro having thus got poffeflion of the em- 
peror without refinance, might be already faid 
to be mafter of Peru j for the inhabitants of thlf 
f^nt7 vei^ ^ fiioo^ly atta^b^ tq tb«ir fovo» 

rcigt 



reign* as Were the Mexicans. Tbey toon began 
to treat with the Spaniards about his ranfom } 
and on this melancholy oc^afions the ancient or- 
naments of rojaltj, amaffed hj a long line of 
Inagnificent kings* the hallowed treafaresof the 
mok foleoin temples were produced to liberaia 
bim* who was regarded as the life of the kin{-« 
dom, and the fnpport of religion* 

While Pisrarro was engaged in this negocia« 
tion, by which he hoped to accumulate an lm« 
menfe quantity of gold^ without at lail deliveriog 
up the emperor, the arrival of bin aflboiate Al- 
magro threw his affairs into. fomeembarraiTmeDt. 
The external fbow of amity between thefe men 
was folely founded on the principle of avarice* and 
a boldenterpnfing fpirit, to which nothing appear- 
ed too difficult or dapgerous* that could gratify 
their predominant paffion* When their tnteFefis> 
there^e* happened to claib* it -was not probable 
that any meafures could be kept between them. 
Plzarro arrogated to himfelf the rooft confider« 
atle Aare of the treafure for the emperor's ran* 
fonft, becaufe he was the chief indrument in ac/ 
quiring it< On the contrary, Almagro infifled 
on an equal divifion ; and at laft* left the com- 
mon caufe ihould fuffer by their difcord^ tbia 
difpofition was acceded te. 

The tapfom was. prepared without delay, a 
fum £arexOeedtng their eonoepiion, yet incapabla 
of fatiating their avarice. It is fatd to have ex* 
ceeded.a million ahd a half fterKng, whicb» 
confidering the value of money at this .time, waa 
ppodigteOft^ After dedu^ng tht fifth for the 
Kii)g of Spaio^and the /hares of the cbi^ cooh 
maiiders and officers, each private ibldier jreceiv- 
ed aAme two tboufaad ^uods fkcdk^. With 

fuch 
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fach a fortune it was not to be expefted, that a 
mercenary army would willingly fubnait to the 
rigours of military difcipline. No fooner were 
they in poffeffion of fuch a treafiire, than they 
began to infift on being diibanded, that they 
might epjoy the fruits of their labours in quiet* 
Pizarro had policy enough to comply with this 
demand, fenfible that the defire of increafing 
their prefentacquifitions would ftill detain a con- 
iiderable number in his army 5 and that thofe 
who retired with fuch magnificent fortunes, 
■would induce new adventurers topurfuethe fame 
i^GpH for the acquirement of gold. Thefe faga- 
cious reflexions were abundantly verified. It 
was impollible to fend out more proper recruiting 
officerB than thofe who had themfelves reaped 
fuch amazing profits by the field : new adven- 
turers conftantly arrived 5 and his armies were 
conftantly fupplied with the neceflary reinforce* 
ments. 

The immenfe ranfom which had been brou'ght 
forward for the redemption of, Atabalipa. ferved 
only as a reafon to avarice for detaining hira 
longer in confinement, till they could afcertain 
if he had not another treafure to gratify their cu- 
pidity But whether they believed, that the 
friends of the emperor bad no more to give, or 
were unwilling to employ the troops in guarding 
a prince who had no more to beftow ; or that Pi- 
zarro had conceived an averfion againd the Pe- 
ruvian emperor, which fome circumftances give 
us reafon to fuppofe *, certain it is, that by his 
command this ill-fated prinCe was put to death. 
Tojuftify this cruel proceeding, -a fuit was infti- 
tuted again fi him, on pretence that he was an- 
idpUtci) that he kept a aumber of ooncu\>ine»« 

and 
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^nd ^her charges of fimilar impertlBence. Tho 
only equitable acGufation brought againft him 
was, that he had difpatcbed his brother Hueicar ) 
aod even this was confiderably palliated, by tho 
circam(iance of its being well known, that this 
prince had been plotting again ft the emperor, in 
order to place himfeif on the throne. But when 
it is conHdered that, according to the law of na- 
tions, no foreign power ought to interfere in the 
donieflic arrangements of an independ^it people* 
this pretence will fall to the ground. To the 
eternal infamy of the Spaniards, the unhappy 
Acabalipa having been fentenced to be barned* 
had his puniihment commuted to ftrangHng, on 
condition of his turning Chriftian. He received 
the rite of baptifm> which it was impodible ho 
could underftand, in the evening, and next mora* 
ing was no more. Upon the death of the yncai 
a number of candidates ibrted to fill the vacant 
throne. The principal nobility fanffcioned the 
pr^nSons of the full brother of Huefcar. Pi- 
a:arro fet up a fon of Atabalipa i and two of the 
Peruvian generals endeavoured toeftablifh them^ 
ielves by the aflliftance of the army. Thefe dtf-' 
tradions, as might have heen fuppofed, would 
have facilitated the conquefts of Spain, and have 
been fatal to the interefts of Peru. At the pre- 
fent period, however, they had not the effed 
that might have been eiiped^ed. The candtdatea 
fought againft each other with animofity, and 
inured their partisans to arms. A quiet inoffen- 
sive people is unaccuftomed to bTood } yet fuch is 
the preference of national fpirit, from whatever 
caufe ei^Gited> to a total lethargy, that in the 
^urfe of thefe inteftine commotions, the inha- 
tHtjiQta of Peru aflUmed fomp cowrage againft the 

Spaniards j 
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Spaniards j whom they juftijr confidered as thfc 
primary caufc of all their calamitie** 

The lofles which the Europeans experienced 
in thefe contcfts were lefs important in them- 
felves than in their ultimate confequences. They 
leflened that opinion of invincibility which had 
been attached to their arms 5 and which they 
bad been fo anxions to keep up and difiemlnate 
apaong the inhabitants of the new world. This 
confideration induced Pizarro to conclude a 
truce; and he employed the interval inlaying 
the foundation of the famous city of Lima^ and 
providing for the permanent eftablilhment of the 
Spaniards in this" country* 

Embracing the firft favourable (^porlunity 6i 
renewing the war, the Spaniards again took the 
field i and after furmountlag many difficnUiea 
and dangers, Pizarro at laft made himfelf mafter 
of Cufco, the capital of the empire. This hap- 
pened in Oaober 1532. On entering the city, 
Irom which the inhabitants had fled, and carried 
what was raoft valuable with them, he ftill found 
tfeafures immenfe. As it was the cuftem of the 
country to bury with their gmndees the beft part 
of their riches, the conqueror ^:n^a tin? repul« 
chres ; and found. the>^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ habitations 
of the living* l^e plunder of Cnfeo has been 
computed to equal the fum formerly advanced 
for the ranfom of Atabalipa. Pizarro- now in« 
▼ited the inhabitants to return to their dwellitigs, 
fearful left ly driving them to defperation, the 
whole empire might unite againft* him. Tkie 
Indians accepted the propofal, and even the ynoa 
made fome overtures of accommodation. 

While fuccefs had fo far attended the Spa^il- . 
ardsi new grants andleyies arrived from tbe m«- 

ther 
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rther cOQOtrj. Pisarro obtained two famidred 

leagues along the fea-coaft to the foathward of 
Vhat had been originally granted him ; and Al- 
magro two hundred leagues to the foathward of 
Pizarro's government. This divifion occafioned 
a warm difpute between the two chiefs^ each ' 
reckoning Curco^^within the limits of his diftri6L 
But the dexterity of Pi^arro effeded a rcconcUi* 
ation. He f erfuaded his rival, that the country 
v^hich really belonged to him lay to the fouth- 
ward of Cufco $ that it was no way inferior in 
riches and fertility, and might b^ as eafily con- 
rquered as Peru. To enforce this argument, he 
offered him his afliilance in the expedition, the 
fuccefs of whicli he deemed indifputable. ' 

Almagro, that he might have the honour of 
fubduing a kingdom for himfelf, liftened to the 
advice ; and having united as many of Pizarro's 
.foldiers to his own, as he judged neceflary, pene- 
trated with great danger and difficulty into Chili. 
But danger and difficulty Van ifli at the profped 
of gold. He paSed niouotains of immenfe 
height, and covered with eternal fnow, with the 
lofs of many of, hii men, and the greatell part of 
Ills i^(M(^K»^ Thefe mountains were the Cordil 
;th'n< 



leras. At length ti^ arrived in Copay^u, fub- 
jea to the ynca of Peru j anxl in at {hort time 
reduced a confiderable part of the circumjacent 
couptry. 

The Peruvi^ans had now gained policy from 
their intcrcourfe with the Spaniards, and fome 
knowledge of the art of war. This divifion of 
the troQps of the enemy did not efcape their no- 
tice. They made an effort to regain their capi- 
tal, in which, while Pizarro was indifpofed and 
Almagro at a diflance^ they were weU nigh fucf 

cefsfuL 
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ctHkM* The latter, however, having recdved 
intelligence of the jfiege of Cufco, immediately 
abandoned his views of diftaot conqueli, and re- 
tnmed to fecure the grand objed of t))eir former 
labours. He foon raifed the fiege of Cnfco, with 
an infinite ilaughter of the alfailants; but hav« 
Ing now the merit of obtaining pofleffion of the 
city, he was unwilling to relinquifh it to Pizarro» 
who was approaching with an arm7> and knew 
cf no other enemy but the Peruvians. 

This bone of contention occafioned a long and 
bloody flruggle between the chiefs and their re« 
fpe6tive parties* in which the turns of fortune 
.vere various, and the refentment fierce on both 
iMea$ becaufe the fate of the vanquKhed was 
certain deltrudion. Such at laft was the fate of 
Almagro, ^bo in an advanced age, fell a vidim 
«o >tbe feeurity <^ a rival* tn whofe dat^ers and 
triumphs ht had long participated $ and with 
whom, from the beginning of the enterpri(e, he 
iiad been clotely cooneded. During the courfe 
of this civil war* many Peruvians ferved in the 
Spaniih armies, and learned froQi the pradice of 
Chriftians to butcher one another with fuccefs. 

That paffive and blinded nation, however, at 
laft <^ened their eyes, and took a very remark- 
able reiblution. They faw the ferocity of the 
Suropeans, their impUodbl^ rcfcntmciu, their in- 
fatijrtrfe avarice ; and they conjcaured* that the 
cxccrcife of thofe paffions would never fuffer the 
cootefi% to fubfide. «' Let us retire,*' faid tbcy 
*< from araoo|r them>,let us fly to our mountains^ 
<* they win (peedily'defiroy one another, and 
*' then we may return in peace to our fortner ha- 
«< bitations." This rcfolution was inftantly put in 
pradice. The Peruvians difperfed; and left the 

Vol. L P Spani?'^- 
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Sf>aiuar<ls in theic capital. Had the ftrce of tbo 
Goml^atMiU been exadly eqaal, this fingolar po^ 
licy of tbe pativei might have been- attended 
with the expected fuccefs. But the vl&ory of 
Pizarro put an end to Alnnagro's life and to th« 
hopes of the Peruvians. 

Pizarro now freed from a rival, and naafler of 
Ihe richeft empire in the world, was iliU fpun^sd 
•n by ambition to< undertake new oiterprifey* 
The fouthern countries into which he had> A>me* 
time before difpatched Almagro, pvefented the 
richeft field for difcovery and conquefir. He 
therefore proceeded in the trade of Almiagro iuLt0 
Chili, and reduced another part of that country; 
Orellana, que of Ms capcaiu^ pafled the Andes, 
and failed down to the mouth of the rmr of 
Amazons. On the baufcs of this immenfe navi« 
.gation,/ome of the women having attended their 
Aufband» into battle, as was^ not unufoal in 
America, were found among the ^ain in armour* 
This gave rife to the fidion of- a warlike race of 
^males, refembling the ancient Amaanns. The 
coantiy through which Orellana pafled was rich 
and delightful in the fruits of the earth $ but a* 
it was chiefly champaign, and therefore not plen- 
tiful in minerals, the Spaniards disregarded it^ 
and haw5 never yet made any'fettlementft hfera. 

Pizarro, fortunate in moik of hit andartaking^ 
without a fuperior to control or a rival to oppofe 
him, now gave a loofe to the natural ferocity of 
his temper -, and behaved with unfeeling crudly 
to all who bad net concurred in his deligog, and 
Implicitly obeyed his commands. This brotsd 
condu^ raifed a confpiracy againft him. His 
enemies were driven to defperation : they ftw nO 
«nd of their roiferies; but by difpatchin^ Pizanp 

• • or 
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i>r tbemfelves. Tbey reibWed on the foritier; 
jgod aflfaffinated tl>e tyrant in his own palace^ in 
the clij of Lima* which he bad fouoded. Thn 
blow was ftruck on the 26tb of June 1541. Pi- 
•fi^rro when he fell was (ixty-five years old. He 
had never been married, and though he cohabit- 
ed with the daughters and lii^ers'Ot the yncas, as 
well as with others, it is not known that he left 
(lOy children behind him. His ignorance render^ 
icd him conteihptible, hi^ cruelty deteftable, and 
lus fate was unlamented. 

The partizans of ol4 Almagro now declared 
b\% foo of the fame name viceroy 5 but the great* 
ed part' of the nation, though not averfe to the 
confpiracy which took off Pizarro, refufcd to 
concur in this dertermination. They waited the 
orders of the Emperor Charles V. then King of 
Spain, who fetit over Vaca di Caflro, a man of 
the Aridefi probity, to be their governor. By 
bim the young Almagro was defeated } and 
heiDg tned and condetkined, loft his life, together 
. .with tbe^ chief fupporters of his caufe. De Caf- 
tro> by his wifdom and integrity^ was admirably 
qualified to heal the wounds of the colony ', and 
to place every thing on the mod advantageous 
footing, both for it and for the tnother country. 
]^y his prudent condud, the mines of La Plata 
and Potofi^ which had hitherto fupplied the pri- 
»Tatc plunderer, were converted into objcAs of 
public utility to the court of Spain. The parties, 
.which bad agitated the province from the very 
.beginning, were either cruihed or (ilenced; and 
tranquillity was again reflored to Peru. 

It appears, however, that de Caftro, truft- 
jDg, perhaps, too nluch to a coufcioua inte- 
grity^ bad negleded the ufual precautions of 
Pa guilt/ 



guiit, in fecuring the favour of the miniftry b)r 
bribes or promifes. By their advice, a council 
was fent oat to qontroul Caftro; and the colony 
was again unfettled. The parties juftcompofed» 
began to rage anew ; and Gronzalo, the brother 
of the famous Pizarro, fet himfelf at the head 
of his brother's partizans, with whom many new 
malecontents had joined intereds. It was no 
longer a private difpute between governors, about 
the bounds of their jurifdi^ion. Gonzalo Pizar^ 
ro paid no more than a nominal fubmiffion to 
the king. He daily aceumulated ihength and 
refources ; and even went fo far, as to decapitate 
a governor who had been fent to curb him. He 
attached to his interest the admiral of the Spa*' 
ni(h fleet in the South Seas; by whofe means ho 
propofed to prevent the landing of troops from 
Spain ; and in the plenitude of his prefumption, 
meditated to unite the inhabitants of Mexico ia 
his revolt. 

In this wretched (ituation flood affairs^ whea 
the SpaniOi court, fendble of itsmidake in fend- 
ing men into America from the influence of mi- 
nions and the folicitations of cabals, withoat 
any regard to charader and virtue, difpatched 
with unlimited authority Peter de la Gafga, a 
man of equal integrity with CaflrOy but faperior 
in the arts of addrefs. Thefe, however, were 
not ufed to cloak vice or mafk hypocrify : a na- 
tural love of juflice, a greatnefs of foul, and a 
dilinterei^ed fpirit, were inherent qualities in 
both ', but Gafga fet off thefe amiable qualities 
to advantage by the foft polifii of conciliating 
manners. 

All thofe who had nqt joined in Pizarro*8 re- 
volt, began to flock under bia flandardf and 

many 
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matif of Pizarro's partizans, charmed with tho 
behaviour of Gafga, forfook their old connec- 
tions. The adnairal was gained over by inlinu'* 
ation to return to his duty and allegiance; an4 
Fizarro himfelf was offered a full indemnity on 
the fame terms* But fo intoxicating are the 
ideas of royal^/y, that Pizarro chofe rather to ha- 
zard irretrievable ruin than fubmit to any officer 
of Spain. With thofe of his partizans> who 
flill remained faithful to his caufe^ he determin<* 
cd to riik a battle. He was vanquifhed and 
taken prifoner ; and his execution fpeedily fol- 
lowed. Thus the brother of him who had addei} 
Peru to the dominions of Spain/ fell a neceflary 
^orifice for the fecurity of the acquifitioQ* 
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THE fuccpfsful difcoveries, and valuable ac<^ 
quiiitions of the Spaniards on the rich conti- 
sen t of South America^foon excited the attention of 
other European nations to purfue fimilar roeafures 
by ficnilar means; but the detail of their different 
expeditions, and of the revolutions that have taken 
place, neither falls within our plan^ nor would it 
be generally interefling. It is fufficiently known, 
that flourifliing colonies and independent fiates 
now cxift, which were planted along that very 
extenfive coaft, reaching from the mouth of the 
river St. Lawrence in North America, to Rio de 
la Plata in the Souths fome of which fpread far 
"wi^in land ; befides the iflands in the gulph of 
Mexico and elfewhere. A defcription of thefe 
falls within the province of the geographer alone ; 
but before we proceed in our intended courfe, it 
may not be amifs to throw together the general 

* Chirily taken from Lafitau, Major Rogers't account of 
Korth America, Colonel Bouquet's expedition againft the 
Ohio ladiansi Outbrie'i Geography, ice. &c* 
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obfervattoDs of various writers dn the original in^ 
habitants of this vaft continent; to prefcrve the 
traces of charader which time nnay obliterate, 
or an intercourfe with Europeans efface. Such a 
difquifition will be no lefs gratifying to him 
who reads for pleafure, than to him who reads for 
profit. It will aCiift the fpeculations of the phi- 
lofopher, and amufe the leifure of the bufy. 

When the veil was withdrawn that hid one half 
of the world from the other, |he Europeans found 
the natives of the new-difcovered regions imrticrf- 
ed in what they reckoned barbarifoi 5 but which« 
however, ought rather to be charaderifed as a 
i^ate of honeS independence and noble iim^liciry. 
if we except the inhabitants of the two potent 
empires of Mexico and Peru, who, as we have 
feen, were comparatively refined, the natives of 
America in general were unacquainted with 
every European art. Even agriculture itfclf, one 
of the firft and by far the moft ufeful art, wag 
little known, or little cultivated. The principle 
dependence for fupplying the wants of aninial 
life, was on hunting the wild beafts which the 
mountains and forefts abundantly fup'plied. This 
exercife, which is here a ferious and important 
ftudy, gives a ftrength to the frame and gility ta 
the limbs, unparalleled among other nations. 
To the fame caufe, perhaps, it is owing, that 
in climates not too warm, their bodies are un« 
commonly ftraight, and well proportioned. They 
are mufcular and' vigorous, with flattifh heads, 
which is the effeft of art; their features are 
regular ; but their modes of.life give a fiercenefs 
to their afpe^s. Their hair is long, black, aD4 
of a drong texture. The colour d[; the ikin k a 
reddifli brown: this is the tint moft admired 

amoDg 
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•uaong them, and is therefore heightened by the 
ufc of bear's greafe and paint. 

The charader of thefe people is formed on, 
ajid influenced bj their circumftances and way of 
living. Conftantly occupied in procuring the 
means of a precarious fubfiftence by hunting; 
and frequently at the fame time engaged in war 
with their neighbours, their temper is little fuit- 
ed to gaiety, nor fubjed to an exhilaration of 
fpirits. They are therefore generally grave to 
fadnefs: they poflefs none of that giddy vivacity, 
that high flow of foul which are peculiar to fome 
nations in other parts of the world, and they de- 
fpife them. Their deportment is regular, mo- 
deft, and refpeaful to thofe with whom they af^ 
fociate. Unacquainted with the pleafing arts of 
converfation, of faying trifles agreeably, or com- 
plimenting to be complimented again ; they fel- 
dom fpeak but when they havefomething import-* 
ant to obfcrre. All their adions, words, and 
eren looks, are calculated to anfwer fome pur- 
pofe, and convey fome meaning. This is natur 
ral to men who are always engaged in laborious 
purfuits, and ignorant of elegant amufements. 
rbeir fubfiftence wholly depends on their own 
toil and exertions : their lives, their liberty, all 
that is dear may be loft by a momentary inatten- 
tion to the views and defigns of their enemies. 
Haying no objeds to attach them to one place 
more than another, they rove wherever the ne- 
ceflaries of life are to be found in the greateft 
abandance. Cities and towns, the refult of la- 
bour and application to arts, they have nonci 
For. this reafon, the various tribes or nations are 
broken intD fmall focieties, compared with civi- 
lized countries^ in which^ i^ntual wants and a 

reciproca 
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reciprbtzl interchange of benefits bave coogre* 
gated numerous rndividuaU into one political 
band. Thefe fmall tribes are thinly difperfed ; 
they are infulated by a defert frontier, which it is 
an aggreiiion to pafs; and hid iii the bofoiu of 
everlafting and alnnoll impenetrable forefis. 

A certain fpecies of government is efiablifhed 
in every particular fociety, which with little va- 
tiation prevails over the greateft part of this con- 
tinent. Their manners and modes of life being 
nearly iimilar^ fo are their civil in(litutions alfo* 
Devoid of arts, riohes, or luxury, the inftru- 
ments of fubjc6tion in poliihed fociety, and 
the incentives to obtain rule, an American has 
no means of rendering himfelf confiderable 
among bis countrymen, but by a fuperiority in 
perfonal qualities, or mental endowments. 

But as nature has not been very laviffa in her 
didindions, and the means of education are the 
fame to all, there is a great degree of equality 
among them, and a defire.to maintain it. Hence 
liberty is the prevailing paliion, to which all 
> others are fubfervient ; and their government, 
influenced by this fentiment ; is as effeftually fc- 
c;urcd as by the wifeft political regulations. They 
are far, however, from defpifiog an authority, 
which they confider as legitimate, or from dif- 
claiming a fubjedion to its decrees*. The voieo 
of wifdom is heard with regard; the experience 
of the aged is refpeded by the young ; and they 
are ready to. enlift under the banners of the chief 
whofe prowefs has entitled him to diftin^ion, 
whofe military addrefs has infpircd them with 
confidence. 

In every tribe, therefore, the power of a fin- 
gle chief, or of the colleaive body of the elders 

prevails i 
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prevails 3 and as the goverDinent iaclinesmorc to 
the one or the other^ it may be regarded as mok. 
narcbical or ariflocratical -, but founded on talents 
ftlooe. Where war is the frequent peft, the pow- 
er of the chief is predpcninant, becaufe the neceif- 
Biy of baviag a leader was the origin of his fupe* 
riority ; and the coDtiooal exigencies of the ftate 
will continue to fupport and enhance the right 
io conomand. The power of the chieftain, how«- 
ever, is rather kept up by perfuafive arts, than 
coercive refiraints : he is reverenced as a father 
rather than .dreaded as a monarch. He maintains 
no guards, iie comoaands no pnfons, he appoints 
no officers of juiiice -, and one si€t of unjuft Vib«* 
ienoe or arbitrary f^ay would burl him from his 
rank.and his power. 

Io the other form of government, the power 
of the elders is equally limited and exercifed for 
limilar eods< In fome tribes, indeed, there i9 a 
kind of hereditary arliiocracy, which having gain*- 
ed influence by time, has proportionable effe^tf. 
But this fource of power, fo ufeful in nations that 
we civilized, by which we annex to the defcend* 
ant the merit of the anceilor^ris too refined an 
Idea to be very common among the natives of 
Ameriea. In mod ibcieties, therefore, age alone 
is fufficient to create nefped, influence, and an- 
tlwrity. It is age which teaches experience, and 
experieoce is the only fource of knowledge, 
among a people lintutored ia art which antici* 
pates years. 

Bufinefs is here tranfai'ied with a flmplieity 
which realises the defcriptions of early ages. 
The heads of families afleaible on a fpot appoint- 
ed for thepurpofe: and here thofe of the nation 
who are moft difiicgaiifaed for eloq^eoco or wif- 

do 
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dpm, have an opportunity of difplaying their 
talents in the pablic difcirflion. The Indian ora« 
tor, flowery, figurative, flrong, but unrefined in 
his expreffion, accompanies his words with cor« 
refponding genres. When the bufinefs is dif- 
patched, they appointa feaft on theoccafion, and 
almoft the whole nation partakes of what flories 
they pofTefs; Every feaft is enlivened with a fong, 
in which the real or fabulous exploits of their 
heroes are recorded. They have dances too, par« 
taking of the military charader, and thefe are 
the conftant accompaniment of a feafl. Some- 
times, in their wide excurfions aft^r prey, tw» 
different nations meet. If no animofity fubfifis 
between them, they behave to each other in the 
mofi frieudly and courteous Hyle. ~ But if they 
happen to be in a flate of hoftility, which is too 
t>ften the cafe $ or if there has been no previous 
intercourfe between them, for all who are not 
friends are deemed enemies, they difplay themofi 
favage fury in infant fight. ' 

' War and hunting are the only occupations of 
the men. As to every domefHc concern, even 
agriculture, where it is attended to, falls to the 
province of the women. Among a people where 
there is fo little property, it might beluppofed 
wars would be rare. This unfortunately is not 
the cafe. A very fimple caufe will foraetimes 
give rife to hoflllities. An accidental rencoan- 
tre or interference, a defire to revenge fome loft 
friend, or to make prifoners to aflift in hunting, 
is a fufficfent excufe for proceeding to extremi«> 
ties. Their wars are either undertaken by pri- 
vate adventurers, or at the inflance of the wh6lf 
comoiunity. In the latter cafe, aH the yonths, 
who arc difpofed to go to battle, far no one is 

compelled 
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compelled^ give the chief a bit of Wood, as a 
pledge that they will Hand by him* Nothing h 
undertaken, or t ran faded without many forma 
and ceremonies.' Thefe are deemed facred and 
eflential^ and are regarded as binfUQg wbeij^once 
pafTed. 

The defined leader fafts for feveral days, dar- 
ing which he is feqoeftered from company, and 
indulges in the vllionary belief of drean^s, 
which the heated imagination is apt to produce 
correfpondent to the wiih excited. A variety 
of other fuperftitlons are pradifed. One of the 
inoft terrible we (hall particularize : It is fetting 
the war-kettla on the fire, as a fymbol of ^he 
dedrudion that awaits their foes. Among fome 
nations it is certain that this fymbol had a precife 
meaning. They «ftually devoured thofe whom 
they took prifonersj and now, when this inhu* 
man pradice is by no means .very frequent, they 
preferve the emblem to roufe their indignant 
paffioos. Then they difpatch a porcelain, of 
large (hell, to their allies, inviting them to unit« 
and drink the blood of their ^enemies. The fam« 
love, the fame refentment animate friends : no 
cold medium is known. Friendfhip and enmity 
are here carried to the higbeii pitch. This ia 
what may naturally be expend from their pecu- 
liar circumftances : the more that principle, 
which is the fpring of focial affedions^ is retrain- 
ed> the more violently it operates. The Ameri- 
cans, living in fmall iocieties, feeing few objeds^ 
and knowing few peiibns, become enthufiafli- 
cally attached to thofe objeds and perfons, and 
are miferable when they feel a deprivation* Toa 
confined in their ideas, their breads are incapa* 
ble of expanding to general benevolence ; even 

YoXi, I. Q ordinar 
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erdtoary homanity is thoogbt a w^akneis. Sat 
while this renders thetn cruel anil favagd to thei# 
enemies* it adds a new force to their partial 
friendfliips or their particalar confederates. WJth-^ 
out carrying this refledlion alobg to the midd, it 
would be impoffible to account for many of theit 
a€^ioHs* 

Having finiihed the previoBf cerenoooies of 
war, they black theif faces With chariioai* inter-* 
mixed with :ftreaka of red, which gives them 
a naoft ferocious and horrid appearance. The/ 
then elLcfaange their cloaths with their frietids; 
and difpofe of whatever articles thej value moll 
among the wosaen, who aeconffpsiny them t6 i 
diftaoce, to recdve thofe pledges of love> flio^d 
their reparation be eternal. 

War heiiig commenced, the grand qaalitiei 
are vigtktice to prevent furprife* and attentton 
to give one : aod in thele refpedh th& Indiaiii 
are fuperior to ell other nations. Acctidortied i6 
a wandering life, their pereepfiotis (harpened bf 
keen neeeffity, and in eveiV reaped following 
t)at»re; thetr esteroa) fenfea nave acquired a de* 
gree of adutenefs which is almoft incredible. 
^Tkey can trace out their enemies at an immenfe 
diftanee by the fnaell of their fires^and b]^ the tracks, 
of their feet; Imperoeptible to an European eye; 
but whicti they caB coant atid di^oguiih with the 
utmoft preeifion. They cad even ditcrtmitiate'tiie 
different nations with which they are acquainted* 
and can deOerfnido the exadt time when they 
pafled, where bo European, with the afllftanee 
ofglal3es,coulddiilrngm(hatfaee. Thefeadvan-^ 
tages, however, are of fmall importance, beeaufb 
their enemies no lefs poiiefs them. When they 
go out/ thereforei they avoid making afe of any 
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(^ng by which tlwy might hazard ^ dlfc^overy. 
They refraiii from the ufe of fires; .they lie clofc 
to the ground by day« aod travel only by night ; 
^nd advaaciDg in files, he who cjofes the rear» 
covers with leaves the veCtiges that are kft« 
When they halt for refrefliment^ fcouts ^re fent 
out to reconnoitre every fpoc where an enenay can 
})e concealed. In this manner, they enter una* 
wares the territories of their foes ; and while the 
iiower of the men are perhaps abroad in huntings 
maifacre all the women, children, and aged per- 
ions, or make prifoners of as many as they caa 
carry off or employ/ 

But fhould the enemy be apprized of their de« 
i)gn, and advance to the combat in arms, they 
throw themfelves flat on the ground among the 
withered herbs and leaves; and (Parting all at once 
from their ambu(h, with a tremendous fhont, af^ 
fail their foes. The party attacked returns the 
fame cry. Where trees can be ufed as a {belter, 
«ach retires behind one, till prepared to repeat the 
blow; and thus does the battle continue till ono 
party is fo far weakened, as to be incapable of 
farther refiftance. But {hould the force on both 
iides remain nearly the fame, the fierce fpirits 
of the favages, inflamed by the lofs of their 
friends, can no longer fubmlt to regular attack 
JOT ordinary precautions. They abandon. the dif- 
tant war; they rufti on each other with clubs 
«nd hatchets, magnifying their owit courage, and 
infulting the foe with the moft bitter invcdtives, 
JDeath now appears in a thoofand hideous forms, 
Heedlefs of any tiding but revenge, they trample 
OD the wounded; they infult even the dead; they 
fcalp; they wallow in blood; and even devour 
tbc fleib with a mad ferocity. Tbp flame rages 

Qa o- 
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on till refidaoce dies away/ The prifoners ate 
then fecared. Unhappy men! the fate of their 
ilaught^red companions was mild to theirs. The 
conqaerors, as they approach their own village^ 
let up a hideons bowl, to hewail the friendi 
they have loft : they approach in a melancholy 
and (tern gloom. A meflenger precedes them : 
and the women^ with frightful ihrieks^ come out 
to mourn their private \ofks. When they reach 
their abodes, the chief in a low tone relates to 
the elders a circam(lantial account of the expe- 
dition, with all its turns. The orator then pro- 
claims this intelligence to the people 3 and as he 
recounts the names of thofe who have fallen, the 
cries of the females increafe. The men too join 
in the expreffioit of forrow, according as each is 
conneded with the deceafed by the ties of blood 
or friendship. The lad ceremony is the procla- 
mation of vidory. £ach individual then endea- 
vours to forget his private misfortunes, and joins 
to celebrate the triumphs of his tribe. The 
(hrieks are fufpended, the tears wiped away ; and, 
by a wonderful tranlition, they pafs from the 
bitternefs of grief tp the extravagance of exulta- 
tion. But the treatment of the prifoners yet re- 
mains to be detailed ; it is that which chiefly 
charaderizes the favages ; it is that which (hocks 
the civilized, and {hews the advantages of refine* 
ment. 

It has been already obfervedi that among the 
Indians, general philanthropy is a principle on- 
felt. Intenfe in their affedions for their friends, 
they appear infenfible that their enemies can be 
too inhumanly tormented. The feelings of na«» 
(are are lofl in their rage 3 and from the iodivi- 
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'6nn\ who has injured, the fame reieotment is et^ 
tended to all his tribe. 

The prifoners, actuated b^ the fame principles, 
know wbttt awaits them> and prq>are for the 
event. The perfon who has taken the captive 
attends him to the cottage 3 when, according to 
the diflributioa made by the elders^ he is to be 
delivered up to fupply the lofs of a member of 
their comiauDity. If thofe who receive him 
think his fervices will be ofeful to. them, he is 
immediately adopted into the family, and be- 
comes one of its nnmber in- every refped. But 
if they have no occafion to augmient their fociety^i 
or if refentment for the lofs of their friends fti- 
molates them to feek revenge on all who were ao- 
cefiary to it, the fentence is inevitable death. 

Iq this cafe, all who have received the fame 
ievere doom are collected ; and the whole nation 
is aifemhled^ as if to celebrate fome didinguifhed 
fefltval. A fcaffold is ereded, where the pri- 
foners^ being tied to the tiakei commence the 
death fong, and prepare for their approaching 
fate with undaunted mind. Their ungenerpus 
and favage enemies, on the other hand« are de^ 
termined to put theis courage to the proof, by 
the moft exquifite tortares« They begin the 
work of death at the extremities of the body^ 
and gradually approach the vitals. One plucks 
pat the nails of the captive by a (low procefsj 
anothei' tears off the fleih of a finger with his 
Aecth> and a third thrums the lacerated member 
lt>to the bowl of a red-hot pipe, which he fmokes 
hkc tbbaceo. They then pound the toes and iiif^ 
ffin to ptetfes between lioness they Rrif the fle{h 
With their teeth, and trace circles about the 
joiatsj «Dd games' in the mufculai: parta^ which. 
Q3 the 
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they immediately fear with re4^hot iron9> cat- 
ting, burning, and pinching alternately. The 
iie(h» thus mangled and,roailed, is fometimes de« 
voured with greedineff, naorfel by morfel, while 
the blood ferves to fmear their faces, and to give 
the tormentors a look as infernal as their heartr. 

Having torn off the fle(h, they twiil the bare 
nerves and tendons about an iron, tearing and 
fnapping them; while others are employed in 
ftretching the limbs every way that ingenuity 
can devi^, to increafe the torment. This proce& 
continues for five or fix hours together j , and fach 
is the firength and fortitude of favages, that it has 
fometimes been extended to days. 

To protrad the work of death, they fometimes 
unbind the captive, to give a refpite to their fu- 
ry, and to invent new inflidions. Hie is again 
fattened to the flake, and again they renew Uieir 
cruelty. Even amid the temporary refpite they 
fometimes give him, it has been known that a 
profound deep has overtaken the vi(^im, and that 
the application of fire was necefiary to awake 
hijna. He is now fluck over with matches of 
wood, eafily kindled, but flow in confuming: 
they pierce the bod/ in every part with reed^ 
they pull out the teeth, they fcoop out thp eyes ; 
and laftly, having mangled the frame in fuch a 
manner that it is only one contiaued wound, 
having mutilated the face fb as to leave nothing 
human in it, and carried barbarity to its moft 
exalted pitch, they again unbind the wretch. 
Now blind, faultering, falling, affailed with ftones 
and clubs, and paffive of the worft, one of the 
chiefs, perhaps, wearied of cruelty, rather than ia« 
tiated with revenge, gives him a coap-de»grace* 
with a dagger or a club. The body is theq com« 
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teltted to the kettle, and a barbaroas feafl: is tlto 
>nrinding op of this dt final tragedy* 

In raoft countries the female chara^r is dif- 
tinguiihed for a fuperior degree of foftnefs and 
humanity $ here the women, if poffible, outdo the 
men in this fcene of horfor, while the principal 
perfons of the country form a circle round the 
fyke, and fmoke on without emotion. But 
what will moft furprife is, that the fufferer him- 
felf, in the intervals of his torments, fmokes too^ 
and converfes with indifference. Indeed, feldom 
does a groan efcape him, amidfl the moft aggra- 
vated fufferings. He endures them all with a 
fortittide and a conftancy more than human. He 
poflefTes his mind unntioved ; not a diflortion of 
face betrays the anguilh he endures. He re- 
counts his exploits ; be boafls what cruelties he 
has inflided on their countrymen, and menacen 
them with the revenge that will attend his death. 
Though exafperated to madnefs by his re« 
proaches, he continues his infults, upbraids them 
with their ignorance in the fcience of torment* 
ing ; and points out more efficacious means* 
Even the women pofTefs the fame degree of refo- 
lution and torture : to fuffer without emotion is 
the pride, the glory of an Indian. Such is the 
force of inbred habits, and a ferocious thirft of 
fame. 

We have dwelt the larger on thefe circum- 
ilances of cruelty, becaufe they illuitrate a pofi- 
tion we wiQi to enforce. Degrading as fuch re^ 
citals are to human nature, they ihould not be 
heard in vain. Such an inconceivable degree of 
bdrbarity, paffions carried to fuch a pitch, (hew 
what man is without the refinements of fociety ; 
«Dd prove the vsjoe of a conduft influenced by 
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the diAfttfig of Chriftianity. Thig amiablet tin* 
heavenly religion teaches compaflion to our very 
cnenaies, which is neither recomnQended or prac- 
tifed in other inftitutions. But though the im- 
preffions of a pare religion will be always moft 
deeply felt, and therefore the moft permaneiitj 
wo are not a Utile indebted to the light of liters* 
ture, to the intercourfe of commerce, and to the 
srta of civilization^ for that pre-enaioence over 
iavage life which it is our felicity to poflefft. By 
thofft advantages, combined with revelation, tho 
lling IS taken from our natural vicesy and the fs« 
' rocity of oar tempers is fubdaed. 

The hiftory of haman natpre doea not furnifli 
a flronger contrail than this cruelty of the fa<» 
vagea towards thofe with whom they are at. war^ 
and the warmth of their afFe6iion to their frifsndsy 
and thefe^ in an extended fenfe, coafiHof all thofo 
who form the fame fociety, or are joined in alii** 
ance with it. Their indiftin^t notions of private 
property may partially account for this; but 
CDore is to be afcribed to the fortre of genuine 
attachment. It is not only with their property 
that they are ready to fervc their friends 5 their 
livps, their honour, are devoted to the fame end } 
their houfes, their provifions, even their young wo-» 
toen, are freely conferred on their gueHa. Has a 
friend been unfuccefsful id hunting ? has hisharveA 
failed ? has bis hut been' deftroyed by tempeil or 
fire } He feels no other offe€t of his calamity 
(ban as it gives* him an opportonity to'experienco 
the benevolence and regard of his feliow-cttiaens* 

But to th« enemies of his nation, or to Hiipri*' 
^ato offender, the American is implacable^ Hm^ 
conceals his fentimeuts, atid be broods trfOf 
<«&vea§e, whenever the blow ean bo ftrcck vnth 

•rring aim. No length of time ia fofficient to 
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allay his refeotment $ no didaoce of place to pra- 
ted the objed of his fary. He crolTes moan- 
tains, be pierces forefts^ he traverfes bogs and de- 
ferts s bearing the inclemency of the feafon, the 
fatigue of the expedition, and the extrenses of 
hdoger and thirtt with patient cbeerfulnefs^ in 
hopes of furpriiing his enemy, andof executing 
bis horrid revenge. Such are the extremes of 
friendship and enmity among favages^ and all 
iirong but uncultivated minds feel the fame ge* 
Deral bias. 

But what we have hitherto faid of the ftrength 
of their friendship conveys but a faint idea of the 
full extent to which they carry this lovely virtue. 
Jt is not only the living, but the dead who are 
the objeds of attachment and regard. When 
any member of the fociety is cut off, he is la- 
mented by the whole with a thoufand demonftra- 
tions of genuine forrow. One of the oioft re* 
markable ceremonies ufed on this melancholy oc- 
casion, and which difcovers both the intenfenefd 
and the continuance oftheir grief, is wba^ they 
denominate the feaft of fouls. This day of av/- 
ful form is appointed by public order ; and no 
care is negleded to render the celebration mag- 
nificently folemn. The neighbouring tribes are 
invited to join in the folemnity. On this occa- 
£on, all who have died fince the laft commemo- 
ration (which is renewed every eight or ten years) 
are disinterred, and brought to the general ren- 
dezvous of corruption. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the horror of this 
fcene in more lively terms than thofe which Lafi- 
tan has ufed. UnqueSlionably, fays he, the open- 
ing of tbefe ^mbs difplays one of the moSl ftrvk- 
ing fcenes that can be copceived) this humbling 
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portrait of buman ipifery^ iq fo mai^y is)^get df 
•deaths wherein Aie feems to take a pleafare to 
paint berfelf in a tboufand various ihapes of hof'- 
TOr, according to the degree in which corruption 
ha^ prevailed over tbeoD^ or the manner ia which 
it has attacked them. 8ome appear dry and 
withered >; others have a fort of parchnient on 
their bones ; fome look as If they were baked and 
fmoaked^ without any appearance of putridity; 
fome are juA verging to the point of putrefaction i 
while others are fwarming with worms^ and a 
snafs of corruption. I know not which ought to 
ilrike us moft; the horror of fuch a fbocking 
light, or the tender pity and a0edion of thefe 
poor people towards their departed frienda. For 
S3othing deferves our admiration more, than that 
. eager zeal and attention with which they d«f« 
charge this melancholy duty of their refpe^ j ga* 
thering up carefully even the minutejft boneif 
handling the carcafei, difgufiful as they are with 
/every thing loathfome, cleanfing them from th^ 
•worms, and carrying them on their Ihoulders 
through tirefopne journeys of fevcral days, with* 
out finking under their burden, or the ofifen- 
iivenefs of the fmell, and without fuffering any 
emotions to intrude, but thpfe of regret for bav-' 
ing lofl perfoDs fo dear to them in life, fo lament- 
ed in death. 

Having brought the remains into their cot- 
tages, thpy prepare a feaft in honour of the dead; 
during which their heroic a£^ions are celebrated, 
ktid ail the tender ihterGourfes that took place 
between them and their furviving friends are pi- 
oufly called to mind. Even the flrangers, who 
ibmecimes attend'from very remote trib^i join in 
the tender condolence; and the natural ^rieks 
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of tlie females prove, that thejr are penetrated 

with th^ fharpeft forro^. The dead are then 

carried out to be re-interred. A large pit 19 dag 

in the ground; and thith^f, at a certain time,^ 

! each perfon» atteniled by his; family and friends; 

! marches tn folemn filence, bearing the dtlft of tK 

j near and tender relation. ^ When thejr arfe alt 

! convened^ the. dead bodies ^rt depolited in t}l6f 

pSt together^ with what valuables they litidft ef- 

teemed, and cVen the prefents of ftrangers 5 and 

then the torrent of grief breaks out afrefh; Af- 

I ter this they defcend into the pit 3 and each fup« 

plies htefelf with a little of the earthy ^hich' i^ 

prcferved with religious care. The bodies, raiig^ 

ed in order, are covered with frefti furs, and ovef 

tfk^ with bark, on which they heap wood, earth, 

And ftonea. Then taking a laft adieu^.they re- 

iBTii to their homes. 

We have jdft obferved, that the Indians offet 
Inneral prefents to the dead of whatever they 
value mdft highly. This uni verfal cuflom amcm^ 
fhem, and which is diifeminated over varidtis 
parts of the world, wh^re there exids no commoii 
origin nor even accidental communication, arifes 
frora^ rude notion of the immortality of the 
foul. TH^^ dod^rine is firmly believed among 
the Amencans 5 and is the bafis of all theii^ reli'- 
gion. When the foul is fcparatcd from* the 
body, they conceive that it ftiH contitiucs to 
liover round it, and to require, and take delight 
in the fame things as were formerly beloved. 
After ^ certain period, however, they fuppofe 
that it forfakes this dreary ftate, and wings its 
flight far weftward into the land of fpirits. Thejr 
iiavc eveft made difcrknination, i n't heir creed; iti 
the other world ; £otat, particularly eminent 
JL wairipri 



varriori^ thex^magtne poiTefft a hig^ iegvet of 
fj^licity in another life } enjoy a Nation for httot* 
ing and fifhfng which never fails $ and en^Mr 
into the fruition of every fenfual delight without 
the labour of purfuit. The fouls or thofe^ on 
the contrary, who have aded daftardljor beea 
vofortanate in war> they fet down as extremely 
miferable. 

Thus the flady of war, which forms the prin- 
cipal ingredient in their charader» deeply tinc- 
tures their religion alfo : Arelkoui, or the God erf 
Battle, is the fupreme deity of the Indians. Him 
they invoke before th^ take the field i 4U^d ac* 
cording as they fancy, he is more or Ibfe pdcopi- 
tious to their entreaties, they conclude their en-< 
ierprifes will be more or lefs fuccelsfol. Some 
nations pay adoration to the fun and mpops 
among others are many tradi^ons xdative to the 
creation of ihe world, and their peculiar tbeo- 
gony. In point of inconfifiency and abfurditfj 
thefe traditions outdo the Grecian fables. But 
religion is not the prevailing chara^r of this 
people i and except when they think they have 
immediate occafion for the favour of the gods, 
they pay them no kind of hpmage. Like ^U 
^Tude nations, however, they are fbongly addi^* 
ed to fuperflition. They believe in the exiftence 
of a number of good and bad fpirits* or genii, 
who control the aSairs of men, and have the dif- 
iribution of happinefs or mifery. It is from the 
evil genii, in particular, that then: maladies are 
.fuppofed to proceed ^ and from the good^ that 
they exped a cure. The minifters of the gepii 
are the jugglers, who are alfo the only pbyfi- 
ciaos among the Americans. Thefe they ima- 
iplne to be iufpired by the good genii, moft torn* 

moDly 
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monlf in their dreams, with the gift'of prefcience; 
and are therefore calfed in to the affiftance of 
the fick, whofe fate they are judged capable of 
prediding, ^y the Intervention of their familiar 
ipirits. But thctfe invifible agents are extremely 
nmplein their fyftera of phyfic: they diredt tho 
jugglers to treat all difeafes nearly in a iimilar 
manner; and, perhaps, the Simplicity of medicial 
prefcriptions is the bed fecurity of the patient^ 
even where men have gained all poffible know* 
ledge in the healing art. The lick Indian is ge- 
nerally inclofed in a narrdw cabin^ in the midft 
of which is a ftone red hot; on this they pour 
water till be is well foaked with the warm fluid 
and bis own perfpiration. Then they hurry him 
from the bagnio, iind plunge him fuddenly into 
the neareft river. This coarfe mode of treat- 
ment performs many extraordinary cures, while 
it likewife hurries numbers to the grave. The 
jugglers have alfo the ufe of fome noflrums o£ 
wonderful efficacy 5 and almoft every favage is 
dexterous in the cUre of wounds. 3ut the aids 
of. magic are always called in, to give power to 
the application of reipedies. 

Though religion is not a very prevailing fenti- 
ment among the favages, religious impoftors are 
as numerous here as in any country ; and fome 
of them ad their part with much dexterity and 
fuccefs. Thefe, when their charader is once 
eftabliflied on the popular belief of their fuper-* 
natural powers> not only, prefcribe laws and ob- 
fervances, but even undertake to unfold the 
royfteries of futurity, and to folve and interpret 
vifions and dreams. They, in general, reprefent 
the other world as a place abounding with an 
inexbauftible plenty jof every tbifig defirable; 
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and that the full and exquifite gratification of 
all the ijenfes ihall be the reward of the condu^ 
they prefcribe. Hence the Indians meet death 
with a ftoical apathy. The news, that they have 
btti a few houj^ to live, communicates no alarm* 
An Ms^ericsin, on the brink of eternity, ha- 
rangues his family and friends with fpirit and 
compofnre ; and gives his dying advice with the 
fame colleded mind, as if he were direding in 
daily occupations. 

It will immediately be recognifed, that the 
preceding remarks apply chiefly to the North 
American Indians. lo our account of the con- 
queils of Mexico and Peru it appeared, that the 
original inhabitants of Sooth America were very 
di&rent. Such of the inhabitants of the new 
world as fir ft fell, under the obfervation of Kuro« 
peans, differed eflentially from thofe we have 
juti defcribed, and from <he generality of people 
in the ancient faemifphere. They difiered in 
features and complexion ; they were not only 
averfe to toil, but apparently incapable of endur- 
ing it ; and when forcibly roufed from their na- 
tive indolence, and compelled to work, they funk 
under ta(ks which the inhabitants of the old 
world would have executed with cafe. This 
ioibecility of conftitution feemed endemial in 
South America. The Spaniards were alfo liruck 
with the moderation of their appetites for food. 
The cooftttutional temperance of the natives far 
eveeeded the moft rigid abftinence of mortified 
hermits; while, on the other hand, the appetites 
of the Sf^aniards appeared to them infatiably vo- 
rsicioi^s i and they afiSrdied, that one European 
would con fume ten tinaes as much as they did. 
Sut though their demands were £o moderate* 
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their agriculture was fcarcely equal to Hieir own 
confuraption. Many of the South American 
natives confined their induftry to the rearing of 
a few plants> which a genial foil and warm cli* 
mate nurtured without much care. 

In (hort, the inhabitants of South Americaj 
compared With thofe of the North, are generally 
more feeble in their frames, and lefs vigorous in 
their mental efforts. Their fpirit is more mild 
and gentle 5 but they are enervated by indolence 
and a love of pleafure, and timid and irrefolute 
in all their purfuits. 

In South America, the natives had made fome 
progrefs in refinement : in North America, nei- 
ther the foil nor the climate was favourable for 
Injurious indulgencies ; and, therefore^ the cha- 
rader of the natives is more Arongly marked^ 
and pofTeffes more energy. If, however, we ^ 
proceed to the countries bordering on Cape 
Horn,, we ihall find the fame hardy race as in 
the* foreHs of the north. Climate has n^re in- 
fluence on human nature than fome are willing 
to allow; and though the virtues of the foul 
may exift in any, the energy both of the body 
and the mind will vary with extremes. Under 
the pole and the line they are either cramped by 
^ cold or enervated by heat : in the temperate 
zones, throughout the known world, man has al- 
ways made the greateft progrefs towards perfec- 
tion ; where neither peculiar inftitutions nor 
modes of education have tended to cramp or de- 
bafe the natural faculties with which he was 
born. 

i 
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VJSQUEZ DE GAM A 

TO THE 

EAST INDIES, 

WITH A PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION ON THE AN- 
TECEDENT DISCOVERIES OF THE PORTUGTUESE* 



THOUGH the polarity of the magnet had 
been difcoverd about 1306, it was not ap- 
plied to the purpofes of navigation till 1405, 
when the Portuguefe feera to have converted 
what was before an objeft of curiofity only, into 
an engine the mofl powerful and the moil ufeful 
in the hiftory of human inventions. 

Poffefled of fuch a difcovery, favourably fitu- 
ated above all other nations for caaritime adven- 
tures, and being animated with the fpirit of en- 
terprife, it is not to be wondered at, that the 
Portuguefe early gained celebrity for expeditions 
by fea, which at lad roufed other nations to fol« 
low the fame career. 

It was, however, to tile zeal and magnanimity 
of the Infant, Don Henry, the fifth fon of King 
John, that this nation (lands indebted for all the 
glory they have acquired by their difcoveries and 
conquefts in the oriental regions : and what in- 
creafes our admiration is, that at this jon6ture, 
<}( long, a dangerous civil War had but juft beeu 
R 3 coinpofci 
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compofed. The power of the king, too, was far 
from being great 5 his finances were extremely 
low, and his country fo indifferently peopled, 
that he was obliged to have recourfe to other 
nations, for men to recruit his armies, aad to 
make up tbe complement of his fleets. Nor 
were thefe confiderable, when compared with 
the natives employed by tbe king of Spain and 
the republics of Italy. Yet under all thefe dif- 
advantages, the fpirit of trade and navigation 
not only fprang up, but grew and profperedj 
and this too while many of the ftatefmen were 
ayerfe to fuch undertakings; weighing rather the 
certain axpence, than the probable gain. But 
the zeal of the clergy overcame the oppofition of 
the nobility; they were mfpired with a zeal for 
propagating the Chriftianjeligion in new coun- 
tries, an4 they promoted their difcovery to the 
utmoft. 

By balancing the powers of the Portuguefe 
with the conquefis they made in the eafl, we 
fhall be led to entertain a very high opinion of 
their exertions, and of the beneficial confe- 
quences which refuUed from their fuccefsful 
difcoverics. 

Don Henry, the patron of enterprife, was a 
prince endowed with all the great qualities 
which diliinguifli heroes from ordinary men. 
He had mani^Hed his courage, in his youth, in 
bis wars againft the Moors; but his mind 'was 
too noble to value himfelf on the arts of dedruc- 
tion, however fplendid. He wifhed to profecute 
only fuch defigns as might be beneficial to the 
human race. 

Animated with this refolution, he made him- 
felf mafl^r of the Canarie^j by purchafiug the 
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grant which the king of Caflile had made tQ 
Maciot de Bethancourt. This gentleman^ for a 
valuable confideration, reiigned his rights into 
the hands of Prince Henry, about 1406. Fer- 
dinand de Cadro^ at that tinie piader of the 
prince's houfehold, was fent to take poiTeffion of 
them. Having now got the key to the coaft of 
Africa, he foon began to (it out fhips for difco- 
very in that quarter, and manned them with the 
moft able navigatois he could procure. 

The utmoft limits of the continent of Africa, 
towards the foi^th^weft, at that time known tq 
the Portuguefe, was Cape Chaunar, called alfo 
Cape Non. It proje^s from the foot of Moun^ 
Atlas. The veffels now fent out proceeded about 
t\^o degrees farther to Cape Bojadorej but they 
had not courage to double it, In ]418j Triflaa 
V^z difcovered the Ifle of Porto Santo. The 
next year, the Portuguefe fell in with the valu- 
able illand of Madeira, to which they gave th^t 
name, from its being covered with wood. 

In 1439, a Portuguefe captain doubled cape 
Bqjadore, which forae confider as. the Cape Cana- 
rea of Ptolemy. The next year they ventured 
yet farther to Cape Blanpo 5 and foon aft«r dif- 
covered the Rio del Oro, with fevcral iflands oa 
the coaft. 

Nono Triftan doubled Cape Vcrd in 1446 5 
and two years after, Gonzalo Vallo failecf to the 
iHands known by thfi appellation of the Azores. 
At that time they were uninhabited, and were 
fettled by this commander, who did not bow- 
ever, vifit the illands of Flores and Corvo. Thefe 
vj^ere afterwards occupied by fome Flemings. 

In 1449, the Cape Verd iflands were difcover- 
ed under thp pat|onage of Don flinty. The 
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progrefs made by that prince gave great fatisfac- 
tion to the fovereign of Portugal, who, to re- 
ward^ his zeal, made him a grant of Madeira and 
Porto Santo. The Infant, however, judged it 
requifite, according to the praftice of the times^ 
to obtain the fandion of the Holy See. To nego- 
tiate this, he fent an ambaflador to Pope Martin V, 
The Holy Father, being well difpofed to beftow 
that which coft him nothing, made a free grant 
to the crown of Portugal of all that (hould be 
difcovered in that dire6tion to the Indies. The 
P^pal bull is dated in 1444, and was afterwards 
confirmed by three of his fucceffors, wHich^ 
however, gaye rife to ferious difputes. 

Judging from the reverence then paid to the 
pouH of Bome» we muft confefs, that Prince 
Henry (bowed much political fagacity in this 
tranfadion. For, by pretending that all coun- 
tries were to be difpofed of at the will and plea- 
fure of Rome, he fecured his Hoi inefs' con fent 
to whatever he deriaandedj and he well knew 
that whate-ver was fan6tioned by this grant, would 
infallibly be fupported by the thunder of the Va- 
tican. This great prince died in 1463) the con- 
tinent of Africa under his aufpices having been 
difcovered from Cape Non to Cape Sierra Leona, 
which laid the foundation of all the fubfequent 
acqui(itions. 

In 1471, Pedro d'Efcovar difcovered the Ifland 
of St. Thomas and Prince's Illand y and foon af- 
ter Anno Bueno, now corruptly called Annobon. 
In 14S4, Don Cam, a Portuguefe, failed to the 
coaft of Congo, and having received information 
that a Chriflian prince reigned in Ethiopia, he 
magnified his power fo much on his return, that 
John II, who was then on the thr9ne, difpatched 
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two truftjr tpeflengers to afcertain the truth of 
I -what he had heard coDcernrtig *this Cbriftian 
I prince, whom he judged to be Prefter Johuj and 
at the fame time to gain more fatisfafifory ac- 
counts of the ftate of the Indies. The performs 
•who were intruded with this charge were Pedro 
de Covillan and Alphonfo de Payva, who had 
' flrift orders to commit to writing whatever they 
deemed worthy of remark 5 but more particular- 
ly, the fituation of places, and the navigation of 
the coaft of Ethiopia, by which it was rightly 
conjedured, a new route might be found to the 
Iqdies. Our travellers being perfed maflers of 
the Arabic tongue, proceeded to Alexandria and 
Cairo, and from thence to the port of Aden in. 
Arabia, where they had ap opportunity of con- 
verfing with traders of all nations, and many na* 
lives of India. This enablpd them to accufnu- 
late a vs^ft quantity of ufeful information, which 
they thought would be highly gratifying to the 
kmg. Here they judged it expedient to fepa- 
rate : the one to make a tour ot the Indies and 
the other to proceed to the court of Ethiopia. 

Accordingly, Pedro de Covillan fet out for the. 
Indies; and having made an exa£t map of the 
coads, crofTed the fea to Africa ; and after hav-^ 
ing vifited fome of the principal ports in the 
Arabian Gulph, arrived at Sofala, fully convinc- 
ed, from many concurring tedimonies, that a 
fhort and eafy paffage might be found to the 
eaft, round the continent of Africa. Elated with 
thefe fentiments, he made the bed of his way to^ 
Cairo, where he hoped to rejoin his companion. 
But he had the forrow to hear, that De Pay va hadj 
been murdered on the rqad to Ethiopia, fox. 

fome 
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fome time he was irrefolute how he could beft 
fulfil the objeds of his miffion ; but after ma- 
ture refledion, he determined to acquaint the 
king by letter of the difcovcries he had made; 
and then to purfue his route to Ethiopia. This 
refolution ihowed his zeal in the caufe in which 
he was engaged, and his ardent defire of fatisfy- 
ing tjie prince he ferved. He began his fecond 
journey with the fame good fortune as he had 
executed the firft ; and was extremely well re- 
ceived by Alexander, Emperor of Abyffinia, who 
was much flattered by the profped of the friend- 
ihip of fuch a powerful prince as the King of 
Portugal 5 and promifed to difpatch the ambafla- 
dor, with letters expreflive of that impreOSon. 
However, Alexander dying fuddenly, his fuccef- 
for not only treated Gov ilia n with coolnefs, but 
with difrefped and cruelty ; refufed him leave 
to return home, and detained him till it was con- 
cluded in Portugal, that fome fatal accident had 
befallen him. However, he lived to recover his 
liberty. 

While his Portuguefe Majefty endeavoured to 
gain a due knowledge of the ft ate of the Indies 
by land, he was not inattentive to the profecutlon 
of the lame obje6t by fea. To facilitate this de- 
fign, he employed Bartholomew Diaz, one of his 
couriieis, to proceed ftill farther along the coaft 
of Africa. This man, to great prudence and 
deep {kill in navigation, united invincible cou- 
rage ; and in' I486 he executed his commiflion 
with equal condudt and fuccefs. He carried out 
with him fevefal negroes, who had long been in 
his fervice : thefe he fet afliore at different 
places, well drefled. and furnifhed tvith fome 
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goods, on purpofe to allure the natives by the 
ihow of kindnefs and generofity. 

After coafting along, farther than any naviga- 
tor had hitherto done/ he arrived in view of a 
lofty cape, where meeting with moft unfavour- 
able weather J, and lofing his vidualling bark, his 
crew mutinied, on the pretext that Sorms and 
famine were too much to encounter at once. 
But the captain reprefented to them^ that the 
former could not be efcaped by returning, and 
that the only means they had of preventing the 
latter, was to proceed till they could reach fome 
plate where refrefliments were to be had. He 
^hus prevailed on them to double the cape, and 
to fail fome diftance beyond it, where he ere6ted 
a Hone crofs, as he had done wherever he touch- 
ed along the coaft^ by way of taking poiTeffion in 
his maSer's name. Having obtained a fmall 
fupply df pro vi (ions, he returned ; and had the 
good fortune to fall in with his flore ihip, in 
which^ of nine men left when they parted, only 
three furvived, and one of thefe died of joy at 
feeing the captain. 

After performing a voyage of fixteen months 
and feven days, and difcovering upwards of one 
tboufand miles of the coaft beyond the former 
limits, he arrived at Lifbon in December 1487. 
. Having given a full detail of his expedition, 
he particularly infixed on the danger and difB- 
cnlty he had found in doubling that flupendous 
promontory, which he named Cabo Tormentofo, 
or the Stormy Cape. But the king, from the 
lights thrown on the fubjed by Covillan's letters^ 
which had arrived fafe« knew how to form a 
right judgment of the value of this difcovery, 
and therefore called it Cabo del Bucoa Efperanza^ 
.* ■ c 
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«a, or the Cape of Good Hope *, a name which 
it has ever retained. The coincidence bietween 
the accounts of the navigator and the ambaflador 
convinced the king, that the pafTage was now 
open } and that one voyage more would com- 
plete the difcovery df a direft paflage by fea to 
the Indies. 

But while John revolved this gre^tMefign in his 
mind, and bufied himfelf in contriving the means 
of acoompHihing it with honour to himfelf and 
advantage to hi^ country, the Eternal Ruler of 
all called him to another fiate of being. In his 
laft illnefs he nominated his coufin, Don Ema- 
nuel, who had alfo married his fifter^ bis heir and 
fucceifor. 

When this prince afcended the throne of Portu- 
gal he was in the flower of his age, and pofTeffed 
thofe qualities, in an eminent degree, which dig- 
nify a king. He had an excellent capacity, much 
penetration, and a corred judgment; but, poiTefi^ 
ing an amiable diffidence of his own abilities, 
and being well aware^ that the execution of hi$ 
predecelTor's projeds would be attended with a 
large expence, he privately declined entering 
into them without confulting his council. The 
itatefmen being, however, put in pofleffion of all 
the information that had been colleded> either 
'by the reigning prince or bis coulin King John, 
^ere extremely divided in their opinions. Some 
.prefled him to purfue the fteps of his ancefiors, 
and to complete with glory what they had begun 
with reputation; while others vehemently op* 
pofed the profecution of this defign; and on 

♦. It is witji the rincercft fatisFa6lion the writer reflets, 
that this valuable Cape is now in the pofleflioa of hit coun- 
try. May it iremaia io to the end of timei 

. both 
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both fides he was affailed, as is ufual^ with fuch 
J>laufible arguments, that neither could confute 
the other, and reafon hung in the balance ef 
fufpenfe. 

The advocates for the new navigation contend- 
ed, that the commerce of the call had been the 
foarce of wealth and power to every empire that 
had poflefled it 3 that Providence feemed to 
have thrown it into the lap of their nation, and 
therefore, it. would neither te hooonrable nor 
advantageous to rejed it ; that the chief difficul- 
ties were now oVercome, and fcarcely any thing 
remained but to take poffeilion of what all the 
vorld was eager to enjoy, though none but them- 
fclv^s knew how to reach 5 that the engroffing 
fo rich a trade to Portugal would ' balance the 
narrow limits of its fovereignty, and put it on a 
level with its more potent neighbours 3 that, ia 
fine, there was 00 lefs danger to be apprehended 
from abandoning the defign, than benefit to be 
cxpeded by its profecution j iince it was proba- 
ble their ambitious neighbours, the Spaniards, 
would purfue and accompli (h this grand fcheme ; 
and thus enable them to effedt whatever the luft 
of power might tempt them to try. 

On the other fide, it was alleged, that there 
i^ere many things more apparently neceflTary to 
the well-being of Portugal than fuch expen- 
iive expe*.litions, which involved arn uncertain 
hft^e, fince much land remained to be cultivat- 
ed at home, . and fuch internal improvements 
tnight be adopted as would enrich the kingdom 
without diftant dependencies 5 that the popula- 
tion of Portugal was too fmall for its own ex- 
tent, and would be Hill more reduced by foreign 
conqiietls 3 that aU their difcoveries and acquift- 

Vct. I. S. ti 
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lions hitherto bad only farniflied a few negroes 
elephants* teeth; exotic birds^ and curiofities ; 
that the golden dream3 which had amufed them 
for a century, had ended in delufionj and that, 
finally, even the fuccefs of the undertaking might 
bedetrinncntal to Portugal, as it was podible her in- 
tereds at home might be facrificed to thofe abroad* 

Thefe deliberations, in which the caufe was 
canvaffed with acutenefs, though they did abfo- 
lutely carry the king to abandon the defiga 
which had been recommended to him with the 
H& breath of the prince to whom he owed Lis 
throne, yet for a long time retarded his prepara- 
tions, and determined him to purfue the proje6fc ^ 
in fuch a manner as would fecure him from the " 
difgraee of ferlous lofs, if he did not roap the 
full harveft of glory. At laft, however, fearing 
left other powers {hould take advantage of his ne- 
gle6t, efpecially as the Spaniards were vigoroudy 
pulhing forward their difcoveries, he came to a 
final refolution, to fend out a few (hips only with 
a fmall number of men j thus endeavouring to 
avoid extremes, and to fteer, as it were, a middle 
courfe between the difcordant opinions of his 
council. 

In confequence of this determination, in the 
fpring of 1497, he ordered four fhips to be equip- 
ped for his expedition 5 of thefe three were arm- 
cd veiTels, and the other a ftore fliip. The 
whole force con(ifted of 00 more than one hun- 
dred and fixty foldiers and feamen. Hence it 
will be extremely apparent, that it is not a for- 
midable armament, or a vaft, expence, that is ne- 
ceflary to the accompli (liment of a great dcfign ; 
but the choice of a good officer, perfe^ly mailer 
of his plan, and poifelfiDg a refolution equal to 
3 its 
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Its c6mp]etion. All the maritime expeditions^ 
from the beginning of the world to this period 
€>f time, are not comparable to what w^re per- 
formed by Chriflopher Columbus and Vafquez 
de Gama, in the narrow compafs of feven years, 
■with a joint force fcarcely adequate to man a 
fifty gun Ihip in the prefent day. 

Before we enter on the hiftory of a voyage, 
vhich laid open the treafures of the eaft by a 
new and eafy communication by fea, it may 
uot be amifs to premife, that hitherto the fpices 
and other valuable productions of India and 
China, were brought in the junks and barks of 
thofe countries to the port of Adlu^ then a great 
commercial city on the fouthern coaft of Arabia 
Felix. Here thefe veffels unloaded and return- 
ed, while the merchants of Adlu, partly relading 
the goods in their own fhips, and partly fending 
them by land carriage to Jeddo, conveyed theni 
up the Red Sea to the port of Suez. They were 
then landed^ and tranfported oa camels and car- 
riages over the ifthmus to the river Nile*, a 

paffage 

• ScTcral of the Kings of Egypt, fenfible of the vaft adYan* 
tagcs that would accrue to them from a communication be- 
tween the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, endeavoured to 
est one, at different times, withimmenfe labour and exp^ce. 
Herodotus informs us, that in the time of Pharaoh Necho, 
or Nechos, this work was attempted, but obliged to be aban- 
doned, after one hundred and twenty thoufand men had peo 
liibed in the undertaking. This fcheme was again refumed 
ttfvder the Ptoiemies. and again relinquilhed, from the flu- 
pi d apprchenfion that the Red Sea, being hjghcr than Egypt 
by three cubits, would be in danger of overflowing the 
land. However, the expedientof a canal was adopted to 
communicate between the Red Sea and the Nile ; upon which 
the portaofihc latter began to growveryopulentand renown- 
ed ; »&d the cities of Coptus and Berenice, iu particular, the 
S a ma 
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a paifage of about fift^ miles, and from (hence to 
Alexandria, where the Venetian merchants, who 
had monopolized that commerce, received them, 
and difleminated them over all Europe. 

S(ich was the (ituation of affairs at the aera wp 
are now to treat of. The perfon honoured with 
the command of the expedrtion for the difcovery 
of the Indies was Don Vafqaez de Gama, a Por- 
tuguefe nobleman of various diflinguKhed ta- 
lents, and particularly (killed in navigation. He 
was appointed admiral on this occafion^ and 
hoided his flag on board the St. Gabriel, of no 
fnore than one hundred and twenty tons burden. 
The other (hips were the St. Raphael,- comraand- 
pd by Paul de Gama, the admiral's brother j and 
the Berrio, commanded by Nicholas Coello, be- 
sides a bark laden with providons. Thefe fhips 
f«t fail from Belem on the 8th of July J 497, and 
after encountering continual ftorms, in which 
they frequently defpaired of being faved, had 
the good fortune at l^ft to ept^r a large bay, to 
which they gavd the appellation of St. Helena, 
from its having been difcovered on the day de- 
dicated to that faint. 

The inhabitants of this idand were of fmall 
ilature, ill-favoured and black. When they 
fpoke, they fetched their breath as if they were 
iighing5 they were clothed in the ikins of wild 
beads ; and armpd with dakes hiardeoed in the 
fire, and pointed with the horps €f£ beads. 

The admiral ordered fearch to b^ made for 
fome river, but without fuccefs 5 however, they 
found water next day. paroa, in his peramba- 

fnart of all the Indiaa merchandUe. fi^t negledy in tiine« 
>)rQu^t ik'n canal to ruin and dilufe, 

lations> 
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latioris, having picked up a native, who was ga- 
thering honey, carried.him on board j but as they 
could not underftand each other, he was foon 
after well drefled and fet on fhore. Next day, 
about fifteen of the inhabitants, pleafed with 
the attention their countryman had received, 
came down to the beach j and the admiral meet- 
ing them, difplayed gold, pearl, and fpices 3 but 
finding, from the indiifference with which they 
viewed thofe articles, they were Unacquainted 
with their value, he prcfented them with fmall 
bells, tin rings, and -Counters, which were highly 
acceptable. In return, they fupplied their be- 
nefadors with fuch provifions as the country af-^ 
forded j but this friendly intercourfe was of fhort 
duration. A young Portuguefe having a defire to 
vifit their towns, was received by th^ natives with 
j^reat hofpitality, and invited to partake of a feal. 
This food difagreeing with his ftomach, he rofe 
and retired with figns of loathing and difguftj 
while the natives attended him to the ftiore. Suf- 
peding they might have fome intentions to injure 
him, he called out for help 3 when fome of his 
companions landing, behaved in fuch a manner 
a» made the Indians confider the Portuguefe as 
their enemies. They foon returned with their 
lances ; and while the admiral and his officers 
were Itanding unarmed, they fell upon them, 
and wounded four of them, among which num- 
ber was De Gama himfelf. , 

The Portuguefe having revenged this attack, 
though they were certainly the lirft aggreflfors, 
fet fail from St. Helena on the l6th of Novem- 
ber, and in two days came in light of the Cape 
of Good Hope, which they doubled on the 20th, 
with trumpets founding and other demonftrations 
S3^ ^^ 
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of jqy. As they coafted along, the countcy cx« 
hibited a pleafing profpe^ of woods and lawB8» 
abounding with flocks and herds. The admiral 
baviqg run feventy leagues beyond the cape^ en^ 
tared a bay to which he gave the name of Angra 
dc San Bias. The country in the vicinity of this 
bay appV-ared very fertile^ and abounded with 
elephants and buffaloes. 

A party of the natives were obferved hovering 
round them, in a few days after their arrival; up- 
on which the admiral landed with all his men, 
well armed and prepared for either event : bat 
on throwing fome fmall bells towards the ne- 
groes, fome of them aflumed refolution enough 
to approach and pick them up, and at lad to re« 
ceive them from the hand. The admiral now ex- 
changed a few red caps for ivory bracelets. 

A few days after, about two hundred natives 
parae down with twelve oxen and four flieep; 
and on the Portuguefe landing, began to play 
on a kind of mutical indrument, refembling a 
^ute, which they accompanied with the voice* 
The admiral ftrikirig in with this humour, order- 
ed the trumpets to found, while his men min- 
gled in the dance along with the natives, and 
thus the day pafled in mirth and feilivity. 

Not long after a number of men and women 
returned with cattle, of whom the Portuguefe 
purchafed an ox ; but perceiving fome of the ne- 
groes armed and fkulking behind the buflies» 
the admiral began to fufped treachery, and or- 
dered his men to retire to a place of fecurity. 
The negroes followed them fome way, and at 
lad joined in a body, as if ihey intended to fight. 
De Gama, unwilling to proceed to extrenciities, 
Withdrew bis Iboats, and ordered two pieces of 

ordqauce 
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ordnance to be fired, which fo terrified the ne- 
groes that they fled without their arms. The 
admiral afterwards fent fpme of his men afhore 
to ere6k a pillar charged with a crofs and tho 
King of Portugal's arms 3 but the patives pulled it 
down again before their faces* 

On leaving this place they were foon over* 
taken by a violent florm. On Chriftraas day they 
faw land, to which they gave the name of Ter- 
la de Natal. They then proceeded to a river 
called De los Reyes. Here De Gama fent two 
men aihore to obtain intelligence refpe£ting the 
country and its produce. On thofe dangerous 
e^mployments he had malefadors to ferve, A 
Itind of traffic commenced 3 and fo much was it 
carried on to the fatisfadion of the natives, that 
the king of the country was induced to pay the 
admiral a vifit on board. 

Again drawing near land on the 11th of Janu- 
ary, the boats were manned to view it. In fail- 
ing along, they faw many negroes of both fexes, 
"who feenied mild and inofFenfive. The admiral 
then fent one of his men, who was well verfed in 
the languages of Africa, with an attendant, to 
yfrsLii on the king, who received them with affa- 
bility, and difmifled them with prefents. His 
majefly, in return, received a red jacket, a cap, 
and a pair of (dockings, of the fame colour, with 
which he was fo delighted, that he flrutted about 
JD his finery among his fubje6ts, who clapped 
their hands in token of joy and admiration. He 
likewife invited a young Portuguefe gentleman 
to vifit him, and entertained him with fowl and 
millet. The admiral al fo received a prefent of 
fowls J and fo grateful was the reception he had 
met with in this place^ that be called it the Land of 

Good 



200 F/R8T VOYAGE OP 

Good People, xlie houfes were wholly of ftraw; 
and apparently there was a greater nnaiber of fe- 
males than males. They ufed bows and arrows 
pointed with iron j and (hewed an amazing par- 
tiality for linen, which they purchafcd on any 
terms their circumdaoces would allow. 

Departing from thence on the 15th of January, 
they proceeded along a low flat coaft, covered 
with large and lofty trees, as far as Cape Cori- 
entes : miffing a fight of Sofala, which lay in the 
way. On the 24th they entered the mouth of a 
very large river, up which De Gama proceeded 
with his boats ^ and had the pleafure to obferve, 
that the natives underdood fomething of naviga- 
tion, no traces of which had hitherto been feen. 
The country they vifited is now called Cuama : 
its coaft is generally low, but full of trees. Here 
the negroes came off in their boats without the 
lea ft hefitation ; and behaved to the Portuguelb 
with the familiarity of old friends. This condnd 
deferved a reciprocal return : the admiral, treated 
them with bells -and other toys moft acceptable 
to their tafte. No one on board underdood their 
language, fo figns were the only interchange of 
thoughts they could enjoy. 

On the third -day, two perfons of rank arrived 
in their boats, on purpofe to vifit the admiral. 
They wore aprons larger than the reft of their 
countrymen -, and one had his head covered with 
a handkerchief wrought with filk, the other 
with a green fatin cap. De Gama entertained 
them courteoiifly, and made them prefents of ap- 
parel, andt)ther articles, on which they feemed to 
fet little value. It appeared, from figns, that they 
were of a diftant country, and that large (hips were 
no novelty to them. They then produced fome ca- 
lico 
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lico for fale ; at fight of which the admiral was 
penetrated with joy, and all on board were ele^ 
vated with the hopes of foon reaching the trea- 
fures of the Eali. This river, therefore, obtain- 
ed the appellation of the River of Good Signs, 
and here he ereded a pillar, carved with a craci- 
£x and the Portuguefe arms. 

They left this river on the 24th of January^ 
and, after a voyage of more than a month, defcridd 
Ibur iflands, from one of which feveral boats ad- 
vanced, and made (igns for the fhips to wait their 
coming up. No fooner had the admiral dropped 
anchor, than the boats approached, full of peo- 
ple of a good ilature, with a dark complexion } 
and clothed in various coloured calico. They 
ufed the Arabian tongue ; and on being enter- 
tained on board by De Gama, they feemed to 
enjoy themfelves, and were as communicative as 
could be wiihed. They informed him, that the 
name of their ifland was Mofambique, and was 
fubje6t to the king of Quiloa -, and that it con- 
tained a town peopled with merchants who trad- 
ed to India, and imported its valued produdioos* 

The foil in the neighbourhood of Mofambique 
was marlhy, and therefore unwholefome. The 
iioufes were built of clay, ^nd thatched with 
flraw; but a great number pf fhips reforting 
thither, gendered the town commercial and po- 
pulpcfs. 7^e trade was chiefly in the hands of 
the Ar£(bian nierphants, who, in their naval ar- 
chitedure, made ufe of wooden pegs inflead of 
sails, apd mats made of palm-tree leaves inHead 
of fails. They knew the ufe of the compafs, ha4 
focpe aftroppmical inAruments, and were furnifl\- 
f^ with fea- charts pf toleratile accuracy. 

The 
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The (heik, with his attendants, taking thePor- 
tugucfe for Moors or Turks, vifited the firft (hip 
that entered the harbour; but finding none that 
could converfc with them, they foon returned. 
However, they were not wanting in hofpitality^ 
The fheik requefted leave to come on boards 
and De Gama, to prepare for his arrival^ ordered 
the (ick men to be removed, and his own ihip to 
be manned witb the flower of the crews. The 
chief appeared richly dreffed : he had previoufly 
fhown a contempt for hawk's bells, trinkets, and 
toys, and expreiled his wonder that the adnoiral 
did not fend hrm fcarlet. He had a military 
guard, with drums and ivory trumpets. DNb 
Gama received him with marked refpeft 5 and 
eondu6led him to the cabin, while his retinue re- 
gained in the boats. An apology was made for 
not fending a prefent of fcarlet cloth, becaufe 
none had been brought. The (heik an'd his com- 
pany made themfelves welcome on board j and 
taking the Grangers for Turks, defired to fee 
their bows, add their books of the law. The 
• admiral infornaed him, that they came from the 
weft, and belonged to a country bordering oa 
Turkey ; that they had no books of their law 
with them j but orders were immediately given 
to produce different kinds of armour, and to 
fliow its ufe, which greatly excited the Iheik^s 
admiration, De Gama requefted his vifitcr 
would fupply him with two pilots 5 and they 
being readily provided, engaged to perform the 
voyage for a reward of thirty crowns each and a 
coat. 

This friendly intercourfe, however, was but 
of (hort duration. The chief no fooner difcovcr- 
c4 that the ftrangers were Chriftians, than hi« 

condaft 
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cotiduft began to betray fymptoms of enmity j and 
he feemed to be plotting for tl^e deftfudion of 
Pe Gama and his fleet. However, the admiral 
watered his fhips by force, keeping the Moors at 
a diftance for fear of the ordnance. The tumult, 
however, was not allayed ^ and the admiral, to 
revenge the iofults ^e had received, battered' 
. down the town with his great guns, and drove 
the inhabitants into the country. He took a few 
prifoners, and, among the reft, a pilot. 

Plainly perceiving that a longer flay here 
would be attended with danger, De Gama fleer- 
ed to another ifland at a ihort diflance, and from 
thence to Quiloa 3 but flrefs of weather obliging 
him to return, an Arabian pilot he had brought 
out with him, wifhed to be carried to Melinda, 
on his way to Mecca ; and as he was now furnifh- 
ed with another pilot, to this aflent was given. 
The weather proving favourable, they again put 
to fea and made for Mombaffa, a city which the 
pilots obferved was chiefly inhabited by Chrift- 
ians. Here they arrived on the 27th of April 5 
but as the (hips lay without the bar, a bark ap- 
proached them in the night with one hundred 
armed men in the Turkifh drefs, and were pro- 
ceeding on board them, had not the admiral in- 
iifled on no more than four being admitted. 
Thofe who came forward, appeared to be above 
the common rank; but, with a wife precaution, 
they were defired to lay afide their arnis before 
they were taken on board. De Gama, however, 
entertained t"hem in a handfome manner 5 on 
which they acquainted him, that the king hear- 
ing of their arrival, had fen t his compliments of 
congratulation, and offered to load the fliips 
with fplces i obferying, at the fame lime, that 

then 
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there were many Chriflians on the; lAand^ which 
fo far coincided with the report of the pilots. 
The next day, the king fent a prefent of forae 
fruit to the admiral. The deputies profefied 
themfelves Chrii^ians ; and advifed him to ap- 
proach the city and cafb anchor in the harboar> 
where the king coald with more facility gi?e 
proofs of his defire to oblige him. 

De Grama, from fo pany favourable indications^ 
concluding they were fincere, expreffed his gra- 
titude^ and promifed to comply with his roajef- 
ty's requeft. To pave the way to a favourable 
reception, as well as to obtain fome general in- 
formation > he fent two of his exiles with prefents 
to the king. Thefe were treated with muck 
hofpitality, and were indulged with a view of 
the city. They obferved many prifoners in irons, 
were introduced «to two Chriftian merchants; 
and difmiiTed by his majefty with famples of 
corn and fpices, and with orders to commtini- 
cate to the admiral, that he might there be fop- 
plied with gold, filver, and other valuable comr 
modities at a lefs rate than elfewherc. 

An offer fo flattering, and apparently fp difin- 
terefted> could not be refufed; and the next 
morning, the admiral prepared to enter th<% har- 
bour 3 but the (hip flriking on a (hoal, he again 
caft anchor; when the pilots inflantly jumped 
>into the fesi, and were taken up by the natives. 

This created forae fufpicion of the kings in- 
tentions. Indeed, his extreme civility from the 
£rft favoured ftronglyof didimulation ; and muit 
have put De Gama on his guard, ft afterwards 
^ppieared, that, having heard of the tranfadions 
«t Mofambique, this perfidious prince meditated 
deftroy the Fortuguefc^ wKile the fliipa lay in 

the 
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the harbour^ but the accident we have itiention- 
ed fruftrated that fcheme. He, however, foon 
concerted another, with a low cunning, which 
proved he was fearful of ufing open force. Dur- 
ing night, the watch of ths Hag-fhip perceived 
the cable ihaking, and on hoofing round, (avr 
feveral men fwimmlng about, and cutting it with 
their f words, to fet the fhip adrift.' Others had 
got among the tackle of another fhip : ^but on 
being difcovered, they plunged into the fea, and 
fwam to fome boats which were ready to receive 
them. 

It was now impollibler to doubt of the treachery 
of this people, and vain to hope for any advao* 
tages to be derived from ftaying longer among 
them; the adnairal, therefore, refolved to proceed 
for Melinda, without delay. Having got clear 
of the Bay of Mombaiia, he foon after fell in 
with two fambucos, or pinnaces, one of which he 
captured. She had feventeen men on board, 
and a conliderable quantity of gold and fllver. 
Same day he reached Melinda, which is only 
eighteen leagues diftance from Mombaffa, and 
fituated in 3 deg. fouth latitude. 

The city of Melinda fiands on the moft level 
part of a coaft genc^rally rocky, and is encompalC- 
ed with palms, and various fruit trees. It was 
of confiderable extent : the ftreets were fpacious, 
and the houfes built of flone, feveral ftories high, 
with te.rraces on the top. The natives appe^ared 
fwarthy, flrong> and well proportioned. They 
wore turbans of filk and gold; and, from the 
waift downwards, wete clothed with iilk and 
cotton duffs ; fome wore fhort cloaks of calico. 
Being celebrated archers, they feldom appeared 
without their bows and arrows. 

Vol. I. T The 
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The admiral felt a high degree of fatisfadion 
at the fight of fuch a city, bearing fome refeHn- 
blanceto thofe in his native land -, and came to 
an anchor within a league of it. Nobody, how- 
ever, came oh board ; and it is probable, that 
the capture of the pinnace made theni confidered 
as pirates. An Arabian prifoner, who had en- 
gaged to procure pilots, was therefore fee on 
^ore 'j and being condu6i:ed to the king, inform- 
ed his majedy, thai the admiral was defirous of 
entering into an alliance with him. The king 
returned a very fatisfadory anfwer> accompanied 
with a prefent of three fheep, a quantity of 
oranges and fogar-canes. A hat, three brafs ba- 
fons, fome fmall bells, and two fcarfs were fent 
for his majefty's acceptance. 

Next day, De Gama approached nearer the 
city, and anchored clofeby the velTels of fome In- 
dian Chriftians, where the king fent a deputation 
to inform him, that he meant to vifit him in per- 
fon on the morrow. In the meanwhile the crews 
of the Indian (hips came on board with the 
king's permiflion. They were perfonable people, 
of a brown complexion.. Their religious rites 
appeared to have been mixed with many Pagan 
fuperftitions. When the Portusnefe prefentc^ a 
pidure of the Virgin Mary and fome of the apof- 
tles, the Indian Chriiiians not only fell dowm and 
worfhipped it ; but daily repaired with offerings 
of pepper and other things which they ridiculouf- 
ly laid before the reprefentation of the virgin. 
The king of Melinda came, according to his ap- 
pointment, in a large boat with many attendants. 
He was dreffed in a gown of crimfon damafk, 
lined with green fatin, and wore a rich liik tur- 
ban. He was feated in an elegant chair^ cnri- 
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ooAjT inlaid with wire« on a filk cuihion, with 
another by him, on which wrfs placed a hat of 
crimfoQ fatin. Near him flood an old manf 
who held a rich fword with a filver fcabbard. 
Hid retinue were alfo richly drefled -, and a band 
o( muiicians performed on fackbuts and flutes. 
The latter were eight fpans long, and very neatly 
executed. 

De Gama met the king in his boat adorned 
with flags, attended by his principal officers. Af- 
ter mutual falutations, at the king's requefl he 
flepped into his boat. His majefly viewed him 
and his men with minute attention, interrogated 
him in relation to the country he came from, the 
name of his fovereign, and the motives that in- 
duced him to take fuch a diflant voyage. Theffe 
queflions being fatisfadorily anfv^rered, the king 
promifed to furnifh him with a pilot to Calicut, 
and invited hini to participate in the amufements 
of the place. The admiral excufed himfelf for 
the prefent, but promifed to take that pleafure 
in his return ; and to give the king a proof of his 
friendly intentions, ma^e him a prefent of all the 
prifoners he had- lately taken. 

The prince, highly delighted with this acqut* 
fltion, was afterwards rowed up to the fbips, 
which he beheld with furprife.. The firing of 
the ordnance gratified and aflonifhed him pro- 
digioufly. He complimented the admiral by ob- 
fcrving, that he never faw men who plea fed him 
fo much as the Portuguefej and exprefTed his 
wiih that he had fome of them to aflifl in his 
wars. 

It was on the 22d of April, that De Gama left 
Melinda, and inflead of tracking the coafl as he 
had hitherto done, refolved to truft himfelf to 
T2 th 
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the ocean. The weather was fo propifiooff to 
his wi(hes, that he crofTed a Tea of feven hundred 
leagues in. twenty three days 5 and on the 17th 
of May, the coaft of India opened to his view. 
This was the grand objed of his purfuits, and it 
may be better imagined than exprefled, what fa- 
tisfa^ion and felf felicitation mud fill ever/ 
breall, when the hills of Calicut were pointed oat 
by the pilot. Tranfported with joy, the admiral 
made a grand entertainment for the whole crew, 
and foon after came to an anclior in an open 
road^ about two leagues below Calicut. 

Some filhermen in their boats, in a (hort time, 
rowed up to the fleet, being flruck with admira- 
tion of the fhips. They were of a brown com- 
plexion, and had only a kind of apron hanging 
down before. De Gama gave thefe people a 
courteous reception, after which they piloted 
him nearer to Calicut, where he caft anchor^ and 
immediately fent one of his convi6ts on ihore to 
make the ufual enquiries and obfervatioos. The 
natives immediately thronged about the ftranger; 
aiked many queflions of the fifhermen who con« 
du6ted him j and particularly noticed his drefs, fo 
unHke that to which they had been accuHomed. 

Suppofing, however, that they might be able 
to fatisfy their curiofity the better, they carried 
him to the houfe of two Moors, one of whom, 
named Bontaibo, could fpeak Spanilh, and know- 
ing him to be a Fortuguefe, whofe language bears 
a Srong affinity to that of Spain, afked hina what 
brought him thither. This quedion, in an unex- 
peded tongue, having been aniwered, the Moor 
told him that he had been acquainted with foqie 
{^ortugaefp at Tunis, from whence he camej but 
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lie could not conceive how any fhips from that 
nation could come hither. 

Bontaibo returned with the man, and waited 
on the admiral. So much were he and his crew 
furprifed and pleafed at meeting with a perfon at 
fnch a diftance from home, with whom they 
could converfe, that the tear of joy ftarted in 
their eyes. De Gama embraced Bontaibo with 
the affedtion of a friend j fat down by him, 
and, grafping his hand, aiked him if he was a 
Chriftian, and how he came to Calicut ? Bontai- 
bo anfwered in the affirmative, that he was in- 
deed a Chriftian, and had been chief contrador 
for the warlike ^ores which King Ferdinand had 
purchafed at Tunis ; and that he had arrived in 
India by way of Cairo. He concluded by ob- 
ferving, that he had on all occafions manifefled 
bis friendfhip for the Portuguefe ; and that he 
would now promote their intereft to the utmofl 
of his power. The admiral cordially thanked 
him, and promifed him a noble reward for what- 
ever fervices he fhould render him. On making 
enquiries relative to the fovereign of Calicut, the 
Moor replied, that he was a prince of a benig- 
nant difpofition, and that^ he did not doubt he 
would gladly receive the admiral as an ambaifa- 
dor from a foreign king 3 particularly, if he. came 
to eftabliih a trade with the country, the royal re- 
vennes ariiing chiefly from the duties on goods. 

The zamorin, as he was called, receiving intel- 
ligence that the admiral had letters for him from 
the king of Portugal, fent to bid him welcome ; 
and at the fame time difpatched a pilot to con- 
duct him to Padaratie, where there was a conve- 
nient harbour for ihipping. De Gama was in- 
vited to proceed from thence by land to Calicut, 
T 3 wherq 
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where be would be ready to receive him. Fear- 
ful of a repetition of the fame perfidy he had ex- 
perieuoed before, the commander fecured his 
ihips with cautious circumfpedion. Here he re- 
ceived an order from the cutival, or minider for 
foreign aflfairs, to land wherever he pleafed. De 
Gama on this calling a council of his officei:^ In- 
formed the^p^ that he intended to go and fettle a 
treaty of comn[)erce and perpetual amity with the 
zaroorin. To this his brother alleged, that 
thpugh this prince and the natives, as they ima* 
gined, were Cbriftians, yet there were many Arabs 
9mong them, who were their mortal enemies, 
and would be highly exafperated again d them, 
for attempting to interfere in their trade ; and 
therefore, as the fuccefs of the voyage depended 
on his prefervation, it would be more advifeable 
to fend a deputy in his room i a fentiment which 
was unanimoufly approved of by the reft. But 
the admiral declared, that he was refolved to run 
every rilk; obferving, that it was for his majef- 
ty's intereft to prote^ and encourage traders^ and 
9s the inhabitants were chiefly Cbriftians^ he had 
nothing to fear. But in cafe any accident (faoold 
happen to him, they muft give themfelves no 
concern about his fafety, but tail dire&ly to Por- 
tugal, with the important news of, the difcovery 
they had made. 

The refolution of the admiral prevailing, he 
next day fet out in his boat, furnifhed with ord- 
nance, attended by twelve of his ofticers^ virUh 
flags difplayed and trumpets fout^ding. At his 
janding, he was courteoufly received by the 
cutiva] j and, two litters being provided for Ihem, 
they were carried on men's ihoulders, while the 
reft proceeded on foot. They halted at a place 
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called Capocats^ to dine^ where they were enters 
tained with rice- and fruits. Then entering fomo 
boats, they were conveyed down the river. 

Oe Gama and his fuit were afterwards con« 
duded to a large Indian temple, built of free- 
fone, and covered with tiles^ on the walls qf 
which were many painted images, fome with 
large projeding teeth and others with four arms, 
and fuch hideous faces, that the Portuguefe be« 
gan to doubt whether they were in a Chriftian 
country or not. In the centre of this was a fmall 
round chapel, with a tower and a lattice door, to 
which flone fteps on the outfide conduced. la 
the wall oppofite to this entrance ftood an imgge, 
which, from the darknefs of the place, could not 
be didindly viewed; and admittance was denied 
to dll» fave the prieft, who approaching and point- . 
ing to the figure^ thrice called aloud, Maria ! 

When the cutival and his train came before 
the chapel, they fell £at on the ground, with their 
hands before them, three times ; and then pray- 
ed (landing. De Gama and his attendants, fop- 
pofing this to be an image of the Virgin, fell 
down on their knees, and made their fupplica- 
tions : but one of the Portuguefe having fome 
doubt, faid, as he knelt, " If this be the devil, I 
" wor(hip God." Which produced an involun- 
tary fmile from his companions. 

They now advanced in proceilion to the pa- 
lace, followed by an immenfe concourfe of peq-« 
pie ; and at their entrance into the city, the prefs 
was fo great, that they were almoft ftifled. This 
obliged the cutival to retire with them into one 
of the houfes, where his brother, a perfon of 
great di(iin6tion, met him with feveral naires, 
who were feat by the zamoria to gondud the 
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admiral to court. At Icaft three thonfand men, 
3n arms attended the proceflion, which marked 
attention fo highly flattered De Gama, that he 
turned to one of his officers, and faid, " Little 
" do tliey think* in Portugal what honour is paid 
*' us here." 

It was drawing towards the clofe of day before 
they reached the imperial palace, which was fpa- 
cious, and made a handfome appearance. At 
the palace gate they were received by feveral of 
the grandees, who conduced them through five 
large courts, furniftied with as many gates, and 
two porters ftationed at each. On approaching 
the chamber of audience, they were, met by the 
king's chief bramin^-a diminutive old than> "who 
embraced the admiral, and conduced them all in. 
So eager were the populace to catch a glimpfe of 
their prince, that they prefifed in with the Portu- 
guefe, arid forae lives were loft.- Two of the 
Europeans alfo narrowly efctTped being fqueezed 
to death. 

The hall into which they were introduced prc- 
fented an amphitheatre of feats; the floor was 
covered with a rich carpet, and the walls hung 
with iilk tapeftry interwoven with gold. The 
zamorin lay reclined on a fofa, covered with 
white filk, interlaced with gold, with a rich ca- 
nopy over his head. He was of a brown com- 
plexion, a full habits 'and appeared advanced ia. 
years. He had on a (hort coat of fine calico, 
adorned with branches and rofes of beaten gold. 
It was buttoned with large pearls^ and the button- 
holes were overlaid with gold. About his waift 
was a calico fa(h which hung down to his knees. 
His head was covered with a mitre adorned with 
jewels ', in his ears were jewels of the fame kind $ 

and 
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and both his toes and his fingers fparkled with 
diamond rings. His arms and legs were n»ked, 
and adorned with bracelets of gold. In ihort, 
his drefs was mod iplendid) and bis whole air 
noble and majedic. 

As the admiral approached the prefence of th© 
zamorin, according to the cul^om of the coun- 
try, he made three obeifances with his handa 
above his head. His majefty regarded him with 
complacency ; but returned the falute by an al- 
moft imperceptible motion of the head. Thea 
Making (igns for him to advance^ he caufed him 
to be ^ated near him ', and the red of the reti- 
nue entering, and paying the fame compliment^ 
were feated oppofite to him j and were immedi« 
ately furniifaed with water to cool their hands, 
the weather being very hot, though the winter 
feafon. The emperor then ordered a collation of 
figs and jakas to be introduced ; and on their 
calling for water to drink, a gold cup with a 
fpout was brought them. At the fame time they 
were given to underftand, that the natives think 
it impolite to touch the velTel with their lips^ 
and in compliance with the etiquette, they held 
It at foroe diftance above their mouths ; but not 
being accuftomed to that mode bf receiving li- 
quor, it either made them cough or fprinkled 
their clothes, which feemed to be matter of en« 
tertainraent for the whole court. ^ 

This repall difpatched, the emperor ordered 
De Gama, by his interpreter, to lay his bufinefa 
before the officers who were alTembled, that they 
might communicate it to him. But the admiral 
modefUy intimated, that he could not recede from 
the pradice of the Chriflian princes of £arope» 
which was to give an audience to the ambafla* 

4or« 
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dors tbemfelres, in the prefence of a few of tbeif 
counfellors. The zamorin faid« that he approv- 
ed of this cuftom ; and ordering the admiral to 
be conduced into another apartment, refembling 
the firft, followed only by his interpreter, his 
chief brarain, his betel ferver, and the comptrol- 
ler of the hoofehold. Being feated on a fofa, h6 
interrogated the admiral refpefting the country 
he came from^ and the objeds he had in view. 
To this he replied, that he was ambaffador from 
the King of Portugal, the mofl potent and opulent 
monarch of the weft; who having heard that 
there were Chridian kings in the Indies, of whom 
the King of Calicut was the chief, he had thought 
ft to fend' an ambalTador to fettle a trade and 
dmity with him : that the predeceiTors of the 
king, his mailer, had for the fpace of tbreefcore 
years been attempting to difcover a paflage to 
India by fea ; but that none of his captains had 
been able to accompli fli this great detign till now. 
In ccnfirmation of the truth of what he advanc- 
ed, he promifed to produce the letters of his fo- 
vereign at his next audience; and obferved, that 
he was commiffioned to inform his mtfjefty^ that 
the king his mafter was his friend and brother, 
anc^ hoped, if his highnels accepted of the proffer- 
ed friendfliip, he would fend an ambaffador to 
Portugal to llrengthen it. The zamorin replied, 
that nothing <^uld be more agreeable to him 
than fuch an alliance. He then made fome ge- 
neral enquiries refpefting the power of his Pbrtu- 
guefe Majefty ; the diftance between Calicut and 
Portugal, and how long he had been on his voyage. 
It being now late, and. the admiral chufing to 
lodge in a houfe apart from the natives, ordered 
his Indian fa&or to accompany him, and provide 

what 
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what he ihould have occalion for* He was ahb at- 
tended by thecatival and his officers; but a heavy 
ihower falling, they were obliged to ih^lter them* 
felves at the fador's, who offered to farnifh De 
Gama with a horfe -, but, as he hdd no faddle> he 
preferred walkit)g on foot to his lodgings. . 

At this monaent, every thing feemed to pre-* 
fent the faired profped of honour and advantage 
to the Portuguefe ; but while the admiral was 
indulging this pleafant dream, he was on the 
very brink of feeing the fruits of his expedations 
ravKhed'from him. Formidable rivals Parted up 
to oppofe l^is views. The religion of Mahomet 
had been introduced by the Tartars, and was as 
predominant there as Paganifm. The hatred 
that the Muffelmen bore to the ChriHians, ani- 
mated them to revenge ; and the Arabs, from fe- 
veral diftant regions, carrying on a very lucrative 
commerce in the countries of Mogul and Mala- 
bar, the fear of being fupplanted made them con- 
ipire the deflru6lion of their new opponents. 

The admiral being now fecured, the cutival, 
through the inftigation of the Arabs, made ufe 
of various artifices to get.pofleffion of the fliips 
likewife : in this, however, the vigilance of De 
Gama difappointed them -, and, after much diffi« 
ciilty, once more got on board. 

Though the principal in the expedition did 
not venture to trufl himfelf again on fhore, he 
gave his men liberty by turns to vifit the city,. 
where they were kindly received by the Indians, 
and merchandized without redraiat. The na- 
tives, on the other hand, daily reforted to the 
ihips In boats, and were well entertained by the 
admiral. 

Matters went 9jx in this traio tiirthe lOth r^ 

Augi 



2l6 • FIRST VOYAGE OF 

Augaft, when the feafon for returning being ar- 
liv^j De Gama, fent Dias, bis fader, to the em- 
peror with a prefent of fcarfs, (ilk, coral, smd 
other articles, ordering htm to acquaint hrs ma- 
jeCly with bis intended departure | and to requef^, 
in cafe he fhould be inclined to fend an ambaf- 
iador to Portugal, that he might be difpatcbed. 
He alfo informed him, that it was his intention 
to leave his fador arid fecretary at Calicut with 
the goods he had there, till the arrival of another 
jBeet from the weft; and as a confirmation of his 
having been in India, begged the samorin would 
fend the king, his mafter, a babar of cinnamoni 
another of cloves, and a third of fpices» which 
ihould be paid for out of the fird goods difpofed 
of in the country. 

After waiting four days, the fador was admit- 
ted to the prefence of the prince, who, with a fe- 
vere look, alked him'what be wanted. Diax with 
much trepidation delivered his meffage, and was 
about to offer the prefent, when the zamorin 
refufed to fee it, and ordered it to be delivered to 
his fador -, and then bid him tell the admiral, that 
lie was at liberty to depart, if he wifhed ; but that 
be muft firil, according to the cuftom of the port, 
pay him fix hundred (harafins. Diaz, however, 
had no fooner returned to the fadory than he 
was confiped tberp^; and proclamation was made 
through the city, forbidding any one to go on 
board the ideet, on pain of death. However, 
Bontaibo had the courage to difobey this man- 
date, and advifcd the admiral to be on hisgnard, 
informing him* that the Arabs had -reprefented 
-them to the zamorin as. pirates $ and that they 
came with no other defign biat to carry off, by 
'orce, the merchandize of the place, and to pry 
^ into 
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into the flrength of the nation. Two days after, 
fome boys came on board offering precious (tones 
for falb ; but though the admiral regarded theni 
as fpies, he diflembled his knowledge of what 
had pafledy a^ud fuffered them to depart, in hopes 
of alluring others of more confequence on board* 
This had the delired e£fe^, for the zamorin con- 
eluding from hence, that the admiral was igno- 
rant of the detention of his fador and fecretary^ 
fent perfons on board to amufe him, till he coula 
fit out a fleet, or the (hips of Mecca fhould arrive^ 
to capture him. At length (ix of the principal 
Malabars, with fifteen attendants, coming on 
board, he ordered them to be feized, and fent 
back two of the boatmen with a letter in the 
Malabar tongue,, dcyuanding his fador andfecre- 
tary in exchange. But not arriving fo foou as 
was expeded, the a:imiral fet fail, and came to an 
anchor four leagues below Calicut, where having 
waited for three days, he put to fea alraoft out 
of fight of land, when a boat came off to inform 
bioi, that his people were in the zatnorin^s pa- 
lace, and would be with him next day. De Ga« 
ma firmly let them know, that they mud inftant** 
ly bring his men or letters from them; and that 
if they returned without either the one or the 
other, he would (ink them ; ;and if they didTnot 
return at all, he would cut off the heads of thofe 
he had feized. As foon as the boat was depart- 
ed with thi$ meifage, he fleered towards the 
ihore, and anchored near Qalicat. 

Next day feven boats came up to the flag (hip, 
in one of which was Diaz and the fecretary, 
whom the natives delivered up, and then retired 
to fome didance for the admiral's anfwer. Thejr 
Ijikewife brought a letter for the King of Portu^i 
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vritten on a palm-tree leaf, and (igned by tbe 
zamorin. It was couched in the fubfequent la- 
cooic terms. ** Vafco de Gama, a gentleman of 
*' thy houfe, came to my country; of whofe com- 
*' ing I am glad. la my country there is plenty 
*' of cionamon, cloves^ pepper, and precious 
*' (iones. Tbe things which I am defirous of 
*^ receiving from thy country, are gold, iilver, 
*' fcarlet, and coral." 

The admiral made no other reply, but that he 
lad fent back the naires, and would detain tbe 
reft till his merchandife on fhore was reilored. 
The next day Bontaibo came on board, and told 
the adniiral, that the cutival, by the king's order, 
had fei^ his effeds, on pretence that be was a 
Chriflian, and had been lent pver land as a fpy, 
by the King of Portugal. H^ added, that he was 
aware all this was done at the inftigation of tbe 
Arabs ; and not doubting but, as they had taken 
his goods, they would next injure his perfon, he 
had flod for protection. De Gama immediately 
ordered him to be well accommodated on board ; 
and promifed that on his arrival at Portugal, he 
ihould meet with ample recompenfe for his lofles. 
Afterwards three almadias arrived with fcarfs laid 
over the benches, and pretended that they had 
brought all the gdbds, and therefore demanded 
that the prifoners ^ould be liberated. Tbe ad- 
miral perceiving that this was no more than au 
^rtifiiee, told them he (hould carry the Malabars 
to Portugal as a confirmation of his difcoveryj 
and would foon return again to Calicut, when the 
zamorin would be fatisfied whether the Cbriftians 
were pirates or not, as the Arabs had given out. 
• It may be proper to remark, that Calicut, tbe 
fi/ft fcenc of Portuguefc adventure in the Eaft, 
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fiands !n the middle of the coaft of Malabar, on 
an open (hore, where there is no flicker for Eu- 
ropean veflelsj but thofe of the country being 
formed of planks^ bound together with ropes^ and 
flat-bottomed, areeafily drawn on fliore. Though 
the city, at that time, was large, the houfes were 
conftruded of hurdles, except the imperial pa- 
Jaces and temples, which were built of done, and 
lime^ for, by the exifting laws, no other ftruc- 
tures were allowed of thofe materials. This city 
was then the grand emporium of India for all 
kinds of fpices, drugs precious flones, calicoes^ 
gold, filver, and other rich commodities. The 
people were g|5nerally Pagans, and paid an im- 
plicit obedience to their bramins, or priefis^ as 
well in fecular as in facred affairs. 

The admiral being becalmed, fopn after he fet 
fail, 9t about a league's distance from Calicut, the 
zamorin fent fixty tonies filled with foldiers to 
feize the fliips. Providentially a frefli gale 
fpringing up, the fleet efcaped ; but was purfued 
by the Malabars for an hour and upwards. It 
was indeed fortunate for the Portuguefe, that 
they arrived here in the beginning of winter^ 
when the emperor's fleet, which was very nume- 
rous, was laid up. Had it been equipped, thej 
xnuft have fallen an eafy prey. 

Notwithdanding this attempt, the admiral dif- 
miiTed one of the captives, at the firfl port he 
touched at, with a letter to his fovereign, in which 
he recapitulated the fnares which had been laid 
foY him by the Arabians, apologized for his car- 
rying away the natives, and profefled the utmoft 
regard for his majefty. He promifed to exert 
himfelf to eflablifli fuch a league between him 
and the King of Portugal, as would redound to 
U2 th 
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' on the coaft. De Gama being apprized of this, 
ordered him to be carried on board and whipped* 
in order to obtain a'confelfion of his fitnation and 
intentions. This pnnifhment having no effed, 
he inhnmanly caufed him to be faoifted ap by a 
pully, in a mod indecent and excrucidting form. 
After be had been lifted up in this manner the 
fourth time, he confeflfed, that he was a PoHih 
Jew ; and that Sabay> meditating an attack on 
the Portoguefe (hips, had fent him to afcertain 
their (Irengtb and mode of fighting. This hav- 
ing fome verifimilitode, the admiral then fent 
Lim under the hatches, and had him cured of 
the injury he had received ; telling him, for faiH 
' confolation, that be did not defign to make a 
flave of him, but wotild carry him to Portugal, to 
furniih the king with what information had ^1- 
Jen under his notice in th^ country. Being af- 
terwards ufed with kindnefs, he was baptized un- 
der the name of Jafper de Gama, and rendered 
cffential fervices to the Portuguefe. 

It was on the 5th of Odober, that I>e Gama 
left this coaft, and dhre^ed his courfe for Melin- 
da.~ In this long paflTdge he experienced an al- 
ternation of ftorms, calms, and contrary winds ^ 
and his men became fo tainted with the. (curvy, 
that peft of mariners on difiant voyages, that not 
more tbati (ixteen men in each (hip were fit for 
' fervice. To prevent their oVer(booting Melinda, 
they ^dropped anchot every night. When they 
had arrived within ten leagues of that city, eight 
large boats, filled with (bldiers, apj^eared fieeripg 
towards the (hipsj but, on receiving the firft fire, 
thev tacked about and fled. 

'the admiral experienced the fame friendly rc- 

ccjktion at Melinda as he had done in his paflage 

'-''■■■ ^ut. 



out. . Having ftaid five days to take in refrefh- 
ments, and received on board an ambaflTador from 
the king to his Portuguefe Majcfty, he burned 
one of his ihips, the St. Raphael, and dil^ributed 
the men among the other two. Indeed^ with fuch 
a reduced number of hands, it would have been 
imppffible to navigate them all. 

De Oama reached Zanzibar, a pretty large idand 
in 6 deg. fouth latitude, on the 27th of Febrqa- 
,'ry. The prince, though a Mahometan, courte- 
oufly entertained the Portuguefe j and forniihed 
them with what fupplies his territories produced. 
Nothing happtened Worthy of remark till the' 
26th of April, when they again doubled th^ Cape 
of Good Hot)e, tliat grand barrier which had fo 
long been regarded as the ne plus ultra of naviga- 
tion: ' They now dire&ed their oiurfe to the 
ifland of St. J^-ago ; but the two (hips b^ng Sepa- 
rated by a violent Porm,' the commander of the 
Bcrrio, anxious to cari^ the earli^ft imeliigence 
of the difcoveries to the king, failed diredly foff 
Liilbon, and on the 10th of July pat into Cufcais. 
The admiral having touched at St.ilago, left his 
ihip to be refitted, and failing from then c^ in a 
bired caraval, arrived fafe at Belenp, in Septem- 
ber 1499i after a long voyage of two years and 
two months; with the lofs of more than half his 
men. 

On his landing, every mark of honoui: was 
paid him, every demonfiration of joy attended his 
difcoveries; The king fent feveral gentlemen to 
condu^ ' him to court ; anc) imnienfe crowds, 
through ^hibb he paiTed, joined in the tribute of 
congratulation. He was honoured with the title 
of Don ; he was permitted to quarter the royal 
drma^ and had an aoiiuaj^ penfion of t)iree thou- 
- ••. " ■:' ''- fanr' 
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fand ducats affigned bitn,. The other captaips 
received lik^wife hoDours and rewards ; and ibe 
king, fo liberal to others, made a mod extra- 
vagant appropriation to himfelf. In additiqa 
to his foriner defcriptioQ, he a0umed the lofty 
titles of Lord of the Conqueft and Navigation of 
Ethiopia, Arabia, Persia, and the Indies. Public 
tbankfgivings were offered up throughout Portu- 
gal for the fuccefs of this difcovery ; and feafts , 
and eotertaiiiments were generally celebrated. 
Even tbofe who had long oppofed the deiign as - 
impra6ticabloi now grew aihannedpf their oppo- r 
iition ; and became zealous in the caufe they had ' 
once Gontecaned. 

If we compare the difcoverips of Columbus and 
De Gama, the palm of navigation mufl be allow- 
ed to tho. former. Columbus d^fcovered a new 
world by a; path never attempted^ and which bis 
own original mind alone fngge^ed : De Gama 
only profecuted and completed the difcoveries of 
othisrs ; he knew there was a country to which 
' he was bounds though the ro^d had never been 
traced I aod he met with few novelties which he 
.might n6t..r€afonably expeft to fiad.--r-To Co- 
lu.rabus» every thing was new. If we compare 
their refpefiive difcoveries ia their importance 
and coafequences, the general deciiion of the 
judgment will probably be in favour of that of 
Columbus. The ead 4s only the hot bed of 
luxury^ the enervating foil where man dwin- 
dles into the ilave> or arrogates to himfelf the 
power of a tyratit. America prefeots a field in 
its great variety of climate, where the human 
powers may One day perhaps expand beyond their 
prefent limits, and the ingenuity of man, fliar- 
pcned by the ncceffity.of labour aod induftry, 

luay 
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may explore new paths of fcience, and open new 
avenues to happin^fs and enjoyment. From this 
favourable reprefentation, however, we muft for 
ever exdude the greateft part of (he .American 
Iflandsj or, as they are called, tjie Weft Indies. 
Similar caufes will always produce (imilar efre6is. 
The fame climate and fome of the fame produc- 
tions diftinguifh both the ]£aft and Weft Indies ; 
but if we eSimate the happinefs and the comforts 
of man, for which alone countries were made, 
■we (hall here find the Eaft preferable to the Weft. 
While the Have-trade, that opprobrium of huma- 
nity, that difgrace to religion, continues, we are 
almoft tempted to wifh that the fcene of fuch 
enormous wickednefs had never exifted, or had 
never been difcovered. 
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VOYAGE OF 
FEDROAtVJREZ DE CABRAL^ 

TO THE 

EAST INDIES. 



OF the gentleman who conducted this expe- 
dition, little feems to be known. It can- 
not, however, be doubted, but he muft have been 
a man of rank, and highly didinguifhed in his 
profeflion. To. him, as we /hall fee in the fe- 
quel, Portugal is indebted ^or the difcoviery of 
Braiil, fo that De Cabral is entitled to rank at 
lead with an Americus Vefputius or a Cabot. 

On the arrival of De Grama from his voyage, 
which laid open the Indies, expe6tation was 
highly raifed, and it was immediately refolved to 
profecute the advantages, juft difclofed to view, 
with affiduity and perfeverance. For this pur- 
pofe, thirteen veff^ls of different fizes were fitted 
out, and the command was given to Pedro Alva- 
rez de Cabral. His force confiftedof one thou- 
fand two hundred men ; exclufive of eight Fran- 
cifcan friars, eight chaplains, and a chaplain 
major. This part of the complement may excite 
a fmilej for, though thefe religious might be 
able to preach, hpw could they make themfelves 
underilood ? Unlefs they had poffefTed the gift 
6i tongues^ their labours in this ftage of the in« 

tcrcourf 
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tercourfe between Europe and tfae eafl^, muft have 
been either nugatory or ridiculous. However, 
like the difciples of Mahomet, they bad orders 
4o convert by argument or by the fword, . . 

Cabral, at his departure, received from the 
king the flag of the crofs, and was intruded, 
that, in cafe the Zamorin of Calicut voluntarily 
confented to the fettling of a fadorvj he was 
privately to t^ Influenced againfl funering the 
Arabians to participate in the trade -, and in that 
condition it was to be reprefented, that Portugal, 
by its imports, would fupply all his demands on 
the mofl moderate terms; and, by its exports, take 
off the manufadures of his country to advantage. 
This was the grand outline of inflrudion for tilt 
condud of the commodote. 

On the gth of March 1500, the fleet fet fail, 
and having pafled the ifland of St* Jago, they 
met with a violent florm which difperf<^ the 
ihips, and obliged one of them to put back to 
Lilbon. Having colleded his fquadron again, 
, with the above exception, he proceeded on bis 
vx)yage, and fleered to the fouth-wefl, to keep 
clear of the coafl of Guinea. Sailing in this 
courfe, on the 24th of April, one of the failors 
difc6ver:ed land, to the inexpreflible joy and fur- 
prife of the admiral. The pilots could not ima- 
gine, that it was a continent 3 but took it for a 
large ifland. They however, cruifed along the 
coafl for a whole day, and then ventured on 
fliore-, where they found an infinite number of 
people entirely naked; and neither refenabling 
the negroes nor the £aft Indians. The party 
that had landed made a report, that there was 
fafe anchorage in the vicinity, on which the fleet 
approached to the hnd. 

The 
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The natives taking alarm at this unufual ap- 
pearance, retired * to the. hills 5 and feemed to 
watch' the motion's of the Portaguefe. • Juft as 
they were going to launch their boats, in ordep 
to attempt fome intercourfe with them, a fudden 
florm drove the fliips from their anchors, and car- 
ried them down the coafl to a harbour which they 
called Puerto Seguro, or Safe Harbour. Here 
two Indians were fecured, and being clothed by 
De Cabrai's order, were. prefen ted with fmali 
mirrors, brafs rings, and bells, and fent on ihore. 
On this, a great concourfe of the inhabitants 
came down to the (hore tinging, dancing, found- 
ing horns, and leaping in all the exultation of 
joy. 

Thefe favourable appearances prompted the 
edmiral to land : and, it being £aSer-day, an al- 
tar was ereded under a tree, where the Portu- 
guefe fang mafs. The Indians peaceably ap- 
proached them, knelt with the Portuguefe, imi- 
tated alilheir geftures, and liftened with at- 
tention to a fermoQ, which was delivered on the 
occaiion. 

This difcovery feemed of fo great importance, 
that the admiral immediately difpatched a ihip 
to Portugal with advice. This intelligence was 
highly acceptable to the mother country 5 and 
though Brafil has feen various revolutions and 
changes iince its firft difcovery, it baft long re*> 
mained the moft valuable appendage of bis Faith- 
ful Majedy. A free intercourfe was inftantly 
eftabli (bed between the natives and the Portu^ 
gdefe in De CabraFs fquadron ; they vifited each 
other, and interchanged civilities without the re- 
ierve of fufpicion- 

Vol. I. X , The 
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The country produced maize and ootton» and 
appeared abaodaDtly fertile. A ftone croii wai 
ere6ted to denote pofle^on^ whence this ooloof 
was at firft called Saata Cruz, but its name was 
afterwards changed to Braiil, from the trees fo 
called^ in which it abounds. The fertility and 
beauty of the foil are not fuperior to the ialnbri- 
ty of the climate, for here the natives live to m 
very extended age. Several large rivers and an 
infinite number of delightful ftreaou water this 
country. The plains are fpacious> and the whole 
face of nature bsautifuUy diverfii^ed. 

At this period, the natives were fbangersto 
every kind of learning ^ and reftrained by no 
laws but thofe of nature. They had no fuperior, 
except when they were engaged in war. On 
fuch occafions, the man moft difttnguifhed for 
bravery was elevated to the rank of generaL 
Few of them wore any drefs except on the head, 
which was adorned with plumes of feathers. 
Some alfo wore feather ornaments from the waift 
to the knee« The women feeoied jto pride them- 
felves in combing and drefling their hair> while 
the men were fhaved from the forehead to the 
crown. Such as aifeded finery, fufpended ftones 
of various colours and fometimes fliells from their 
ears, nofirils> and lips. They were very dexterous 
archers, and their arrows, being pointed with fifli 
bonesy were capable of doing much execution* 
HunUag was their principal fupport} as for agrl* 
culture, it was fcarcely attended to. They bad 
boats made of the bark of trees large enough to 
contain thirty men; and while one party on 
board paddled the£e veiTels along, another beat 
the water to difturb the filbes, which rifiog to 
the furface> were caught in large calibafhcs. 

Their 
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Their dwellings were fraftll wooden hut's, 
thatched with reeds, and farrounded with p^ll- 
fadoes. Several families, conneded by the ties 
of friendOiip^ lived within the fame inclofure; 
and between them, the mofi affedionate regard, 
in general, fabfifled. Divorces were allowed for 
the moft trifling offence; and if the wives prov- 
ed unfaithful^ they might either be killed or fold 
for flaves. 

Among a people, where manufa^ures and 
commerce were fcarcely known, much adivity of 
body or of mind could not be expeded. They, 
however, indulged in feailiug, fingitig, and danc- 
ing. In their dances they difplayed little agility. 
Having formed a ring, inilead of varied motionsi, 
they remained on the fame fpot, beating the 
ground with their feet, and keeping -meafure 
with their fongs, which were compofed to cele- 
brate their own exploits. While one let was 
thus employed, another kept plying them With 
liquor, till they could ftand no longer ; and thea 
fuceeed in their turn. 

To revenge an injury, or an infult, was the only 
pretext for war. Thefe people never thought of 
enlarging their territories, but only of defending 
them. Their prifdners were treated with that 
' 'want of generous feeling, which diftinguifhes 
iinclvitized nations; and, front various tedimo- 
nies, there is too much reafon to believe, that 
rtiey ndther.thought it unlawful or improper to 
kill and eat them. Yet, we touft not credit all 
that is ^id on this fobjed : the aboriginal Bra- 
' Cliavis, though nncuhivated> were naturally mild; 
and we ihould hope, in general^ i^bhorrent of 
foch detcftable crimes; 

' ' ' .' -X'« The 
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, The only enemjr that moleded the repofe of 
the Bralilians, was a wild and favage race inha- 
biting the moantains. Among this people, mur- 
der was the only puoiihable crime, and life for 
life the ufual expiation. But if the marderer 
efcaped, his oearefl relations were delivered up 
as (laves to the heirs of the deceafed, when all re- 
fentment ceafed. 

Among the Brafilians, fuperflition bad long 
'prevailed and taken dtep root. Omens were ob- 
i'erved, and forcery pra&ifed by a particular or* 
der of men, who were held in high veneration, 
and confnUed on all emergencies. Thefe pef- 
foos generally carried an arrow, at the extremity 
of which hung a calibafli, within whtch they 
kindled the leaves of a certain plants and inhal- 
ing the fmoke by their ndflrils, foon became in- 
toxicated. They then rolled their eyes and 
threw their bodies into a variety of contortions ; 
uttering an unconneded jargon of fenfe and 
Bonfenfe, which the deluded fpedators con6der- 
ed as the efFed of divine infpiration. Theie im- 
•poftors-were cboftantly attended by the credolooi 
multitude with every mark of refped and joy; 
and neither married nor Angle females were 
thought to be difhonoured by their embraces. 

Such are the accounts transmitted to us of the 
inhabitants of Brafil, when it was firft known 
to Europeans. De Cabral left here two oon- 
vids, whofe fentetice had been changed to iranf- 
portation, and of whom he had feveral on board. 
Thefe, were kindly ufed bj the Indians; and one 
of them acquiring the language, was long afefoi 
to. his country in the capacity of interpreter. 

Setting fail from the coaft of Bra6U the fleet 
^ered for the Capej)f Good Hope, and met the 

ufual 
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- tSiT^ concomitants of that coafl^&ortns and tern- 
• pefts. For the firft time they faw a water^fpout, 

-aaiht 28th of May, and being unacquainted 
""ifrUli this phenomenon, confidered it as an indict- 
.itsoD oifair weather; but fuddenly, fuch a terri- 
.1 l>ie barricane arofe, that four )of the Aips were 
ddfluBdagainft each other, and, with every perfon 
•on board, funk, without the poUibiUty of grant- 
ing them relief. Among thofe who found a 
"watery grave, was the-cdebrated Bartholomew 
1^82, who had firft doubled the Cape, and paved 
the way to the Indies. The remainder of the fleet 
was half filled with water j and for the fpace 
of two days, they had no other profpe^ than of fol« 
lo^^ng the fate of their unfortunate companions. 
^On the third day, the wind feemed to abate, but 
:it was only during the interval of its veering to 
-soother peint, from whence it began to blow 
-with increafed violence, and the waves tofwell 
' to the height of mountains. This dreadful tem- 
ped lafted twenty days, in all its horrors, while 

• every moment threatened death ; but at length 
snoderating, they found that they had paffed the 
Cape of Good Hope. During this ftorm the 
ihips had been feparated; but afVerw^rds, all 

- joined company, fave one, which, after incredible 

• dtfaflers, at \a(k reached Portugal with only fix 
men alive. ' 

The admiral fell in with the coad of AfricA in 
27 deg. fouth latitude; and had a profped of a 
country pleafantand full of flocks. But the na- 
tives decliffing to have any commerce with him> 
he cruized along the coaft. Coming in fight of 
fbme iflands near the continent, he obferved two 
fhips at anchor, which, flipping their cables, en- 
deavoured to efcape^-bat were captured by tjie 
X 3 Portugc ^ 
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Portagaefe^ in fpite of all their efforts. De X}t- 
bral> on takiog pofieffioo of them, behig mfonn- 
ed that they belonged to a prince allied to tbe 
King of Melinda, and that they were proceeding 
from the gold mines of So&la, difinifled them 
nntoachedy out of compliment to a fovereign who 
had ihown himfelf fo partial to the Portugoefe. 
The admiral touched at Mofambique^ and pro- 
' vidiog himfelf with a pilot, coo tinned his conrfe 
■ to QuiJna. Being arrived there, he difpatched a 
meilenger to Ibrahim, the king, informing him 
that he had letters for him from his Portoguefe 
Majefty, in terms of friendihip and alliance; 
and that, as his royal mafter had exprefsly forbid 
him to go on (hore, he hoped his majefiy would 
honour him with an interview on the water. 
Ibrahim received the communication with fenfi- 
tie pleafure, and infiantly forwarded fome pre- 
fents to the commander^ with a promife of meet- 
ing him next dgy. Accordingly, be came in a 
ridily-ornamented ve0el, attended by a large re- 
tinue fplendidly drefled, and armed with f words 
and daggers, the hilts of which fparkled with 
diamonds, while the whole harbour refoanded 
with. tbe cfiufic of flutes and trumpets. 

De Cabral was attentive to receivb his maje- 
Ay with fuitable honours i he fainted him with 
the great guns; and ordering all his officers, 
dreffe4 in tbeU richeft uniforms, to attend him 
in their refpe^ive boats, he proceeded in his own 
barge to the veflel in which the king was feated. 
Mutual CQtnpjiiments pafled, he delivered his 
royal maker's letters written in. Arabic, and com- 
municated the pjarticulars of his embafly, which 
the king heard with much fatisfadion; and re* 
'*Ued^ that he Oiould henceforth confider £ma- 



.jvtie] asi)L8 brother, andprompte his intered wit|i 
.x«aK It was alCa. agreed^ tliat the next day a 
depu^ty ihould be feat on ihore to ratify thje 
Jreaty, and th^s interview ended yiii)^, tHe oaoft 
piromiiing appe^^rances of a cordial and adyaiK 
iageoii$ alUanCe between the contracting nationf* 
£at thefe^ profpe^s were fuddenly blamed by iafi 
artful iniinuations of the Arabian merchantSy 
who reprefented.the Portuguefe as a let of fan* 
gninary pirates* who, under the maik o^.friend- 
ihip, plotted to r deprive the king of his poQef- 
£oRs,.and ravage his country. Thefe infinua- 
• tions were fo powerfully a4dreffed to the con- 
vision of the African prince, that he. laid afi^^ 
all thoughts of confirming the propofed allianceii 
and fet about putting his city in a ppliure of de- 
fence. This unpleafant news being communicat- 
ed '*o De Qibral by the king of Melinda's brother, 
who was at that time^t Quiloa, he' refolved to 
.profecuie.his voyage, and to confute his enemies 
; by his conduft. 

The donninions of Ibrahim were of great ejc- 
tcnt.. They reached nearly four hundred ^eagupa 
along the coad, from^Cape Corientes alnoott to 
Mombafla. Thefe territories were populous arid 
full of towns ; and a number of iflands on the 
Goaft were tribcitary. The king and his (ubjeds 
.were Mahometans. Quiloa was a places of great 
tr<ade, particularly iq the gold of $ofala, on 
which account there was a great refort of mer- 
chants from Arabia Felis^ and other regions. 
, The (hips here, as was cuftomary pn this coaft, 
were built without nails, apd wild frankincenfe 
. was employed inftead of pitch. 

From Quiloa the admiral (leered for Melinda. 
As fooQ as he dropped anchor, he faluted tl^e^ 

lov 
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town with all his <>rdtiadiefc/»nd fet oh fliore tSfe 
ambaflador, who had vtlited the court o£ Porto- 
gal, attended by fom6 Portugnefe, who carried 
rich prefcnts and a letter from King Emanuel. 
"The prcfents were fo fatisfjlftbry to his majefly, 
that n'ex.t day he made his appearance on a horfb 
richly caparifoned with farm tare received from 
'Portugal ; and in tliis ftyle proceeded to the fea- 
fide, .^here the admiral feaet htm with his offi- 
cers in their boats; "and tberaoft frieiidly inter- 
view 'toofk place. Bat notwitHftahding the preff- 
"Ing foHcitations of the king,' the admiral declin- 
ed making anj* lorig ftay; he, however, left two 
exiles, who were ordered, if {>ol[Rble, to penetrate 
to Ethiopia, where fame had reported there was 
a Chriftian prince, and to inform themfelves of^ 
the manners and cuftomsof his people. 

On (he 7th of Augnft, De Cabral fet fail from 
Melinda with a fair wind',* and tonched at tbe 
Anchediva Iflands; where waiting a few days, in 
vain, for the ftiips of Mecca, he renewed his 
Voyage, and on the 13th' of September caft an- 
chor near Calicut. A number of boats with 
provifions foon vifited him ; and afterwards fome 
of the principal naires, with a meffage from the 
zamorin, exprefliv6 of the pleafure he felt at his 
arrival,' and with proffers of the ftncereft frifend- 
fhip. On this the admiral wafted fits (hips 
nearer the city, and fent off the four Malabars, 
whom De Gama had carried away, with a mef- 
lenger to demand a fafe condud. The natives 
feeing their countrymen return in good health 
and well drefTcd, after the Portugacfc fa(hioo, 
began to entertain favourable fentiments of their 
vi (iters. The emperor, too, ihowed great figns 
*)£ fatisfaftion^ though he woaM not immcdlate- 
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ly admit them to bis prefence. He, however, 
gave free permiffion to every perfon to come on 
fhore. The admiral on this fent Alonzo Herti- 
do, with an interpreter, to inform the zamorin, 
tKat he was commidioned to fettle a trade and 
friend (hip with him, the fole view of his coming | 
aird therefore requefted hoftages, that he might 
perfonally wait on his maj^fty. The cutival 
»nd one of the principal naires were named by 
De Cabral as the perfons^ he fbould wilb to be 
fent on board. 

To this the emperor objedcd, on account of 
tbetr age and infirmities, and nominated others, 
"while the Arabs ftrenuoufly exerted themfelves 
to prevent his trading any 5 but after three days 
^liberation, the zamorin, elated with the pro- 
ipe6t of commercial advantages, difpatched the 
borages. The admiral, haying delegated his 
cernitnand to Saticho de Toar during his ab- 
fence, and left'dire£tions to entertain the hoftages 
with rcfpedl, but not to deliver them up on. any 
pretence^ . refolved to wait on his majedy on 
fbore. 

This being fettled, feveral of the principal 
]>flii«es, wi^h a large retinue and a band of muiic, 
' were fent to conda6i the admiral on (bore, who 
l>ciDg informed that the emperor waited Yor hina 
-in *a pavilion near the (here, fet out with all 
pofiible date, accompanied by his officers and 
tbe boats of the fleet. The hodages expreded a 
Tftlu^ancf to enter th^ ihipg till they faw the 
a4>^if<tl landed,, being apprehendve of fome trea* 
tfrbery. During this difpute, De Cabral depped 
OD fhoFC, where m^ny. principal naires wailed for 
Biira 'y and was immediately feated in a chair, znd{, 
^iib all 4i« train, cs^rried to the ferama, a kind 
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of lodge covered vinih tapeftrjr, at the farAet 
^nd of which fat th6 ^amotin, crofs-legged on a 
cuftiion, in an alcove, from the top of which 
hung a cloth of ftate, of crimfon velvet. 

Nothing could be more fptendid, or mQrerich> 
than the drefs of the zamorin. His head was 
covered with a cap of gold cloth ; and from his 
cars depended brilliants, compofed of diamonds, 
fapphires, and pearls. Round his waift he wore 
a piece of ^hite calico embroidered with gold : 
the reft of his body was naked. His arms, from 
the elbow to the wrift, were loaded with brace- 
lets of the moft coftly ftones ; his fingers and toes 
were covered with rings, and on his great toe 
was a ruby of the brighteft luftre. But all this 
was furpafled l^ the richnefs of his girdle, which 
was wholly covered with preciotas ilones fet in 
gold, and caft a dazzling luftre. Near the em- 
peror ftood a chair of ftate; and his litter was 
entirely compofed of gold and filver, fprinkled 
with jewels. There were alfo three golden trum- 
pets and feventeen of filver, the mouths of which 
were fet with gems ; and filver lamps and cen- 
fors fmoked with the fweeteft perfumes. At 
fome little diftance from the zamorin ftood hi) 
two brotbe;:s, and, a little farther off, a train of 
hobles. 

The admiral^ on his admiflion, intended to 
have kifled the zamorip's hand 3 but being inform- 
ed that" was not the etiquette, he defified -, and 
was feated in a chair next his majefty, the higlieft 
honour that could be fhewn liitn. He then de- 
livered his letters of credence, written! n Arabic, 
which being resftl, he next communicated his 
meflage, importing, that the King of R>rtagal 
was ankious to eiiltivatc'a fricndftip with the 

zamorinj 
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samorin^ and to be permitted to' fettle a U€tory 
at Calicut^ which fhould be cooQantly fupplied 
-vith European commodities ; and.reqnefied thaf^ 
either by way of exchange or for money, be 
might be allowed: to lade hi^ ihips with fpices. 
The terms of this embalTy appeared highly Hat- 
teiiog to the zamorin -, and be informed the ad- 
miral, that his mader fhould be welcome to 
whatever his city fupplied. 

While the cobferenc^ was going on> the pre- 
feoU Were introduced. They confined of a 
wrought filver bafon gilt^ a fountain of the fame, 
a iilver cup with a gilt cover, two wedges of 
gold, four cuihions, two cloths of gold, and two 
. of crimfon velvet, a cloth of iiate, of iilriped velvet, 
laced with gold, a yery fine carpet, and two rich 
pieces of arras. 

After the audience, the zamorin told the ad- 
miral, that he might either retire to the fhips or 
lodgings ) that he muft fend« for the hofiages, 
who, being unaccufiomed to the fea, he was cer- 
tain, would neither eat nor drink on board ; but 
adding, that if he came next day to conclude the 
negotiation, they fhould be again committed as 
pledgea for (tis fecurlty. 

This aufpicioQs beginning was in danger of 
being blafted, by fome unreafonable jealoufy on 
both fides. The admiral having reached the fea- 
iide, a fervant, belonging to one of the hoflages 
went before in a pinnace, by order of fome of 
the zamorin s offic-ers of iiate, to acquaint them 
that the admiral was coming on board. Thi& 
they no fooner heard, than they leaped into the 
fea, in order to get off in the pinnace, but fome 
of them were retaken . The reft, however, got 
off, and aalong thexa the cutival. In the inte- 
2 rim 
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rin, the admiral coming on boardi ordered thofe, 
'Who bad been retaken, to be pat under the 
batches^ and fent to the emperor to complain of 
the cofldu6t of the reft 5 promifing to deliver ap 
thofe he had detained, as foon as bis men oa 
ihore and baggage were rcftored. 

This (hows that neither party yet thought it 
ad vi Cable to truft the other. Next day, how- 
ever, the zamorin^ with one thoufand two boo- 
dred men came down to the water fide, and fent 
on board the admirars men and baggage, and no 
lefs than thirty pinnaces attended to fetch back 
the hoftages. While they were hefitating, oa 
both iides, about the delivery, the eldeft of the 
pledges and another perfon jumped oVerboanL 
One of them was again recovered ; and wa^ or- 
dered to be clofely watched ; but no requiiitioQ 
being made of him in three days ; and the ad- 
miral obferving that he could not be brought to 
eat^ at lad difmliTed him ; on which^ two Porta- 
giiefe, ftill on fhore, were fent back. 

Some days after this elapfed without any intel- 
ligence from the emperor ; on which the admi- 
ral refolved to fend a meflenger, to learn if he 
was difpofed to finilh the treaty begun, in whicJi 
<:afe he propofed to fend his chief fador on 
ihore, provided hodages were delivered as before. 
Fear and fufpicion had, however, fo flrongly 
poifeifed all on board, that Fiancifco Correa was 
the only perfon who would engage to deliver the 
meifage. On his landing, be was handibmely 
received, and the zamorin told him, that it 
would give him pleafure to have the trade fet- 
tled, and made no difficulty in trufting the For* 
tbguefe with hoftages. He nominated, as his 
pledges, the two nephews of a rich Guzcrat mer- 
chant, 
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chant, who were immediately fent on board; 
and an elegant houfe was provided for Ayres 
Correa, the fador, in which he might lodge his 
merchandife. The grandfather of the fioftages 
was farther appointed to infirud the^fador ia 
the cuftoms and ufages of the commerce of the 
country. However, the Guzerat merchant hav- 
ing a predilection for the Arabian traders, fold 
the Portuguefe commodities at what price was 
offered, and advifed Correa to give as much for 
the merchandife of India as was aiked. When* 
ever the fador had an audience of the zamorin, 
fome of the Arabian merchants were prefent to 
counteraQ his meafures ; and they even prevail- 
ed on the Admiral of Calicut to proceed to fome 
Aeps indicating hofiilities. 

De Cabral, acquainted with thefe movements, 
and appreheniive that he might be attacked by 
the imperial fleet, if he remained in the harbour, 
'weighed anchor and flood out to fea, that he 
might deliberate in fecurity on what was to be 
done. The zamorln, on this, fent for Correa, 
and being apprized of the reafons that induced 
De Cabrai to leave the harbout, defired he would 
requefl his return, and gave prompt orders for 
fruftrating the machinations of the Arabians. 
He alfo removed the Guzerat merchant from his 
attendance on Correa, and fubflituted another 
pefTon, named Cofebequin, who, though a Turk, 
was partial to the Portuguefe. And to prevent 
the fador from being interrupted by the Arabian 
merchants, and to give him an equal opportuni- 
ty of trading to advantage, beftowed on him the 
• perpetuity of a houfe near the fea*fide. This 
deed of gift was confirmed by figning and (ealing 
an inflrumeol. which was aftcrwatds wrapped 

V9^. 1. y 1 
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up in cloth of gold, for the admiral to carry to 
Portugal in confirmation of his amicable inten- 
tions. The emperor alfo ordered, that a flag, 
with the arms of Portugal, ihould be fixed on 
the top of this edifice. After this mnequivocal 
mark of the zamori^*s pleaiure^ a commercial in- 
tercourfe began to commence between the na- 
tives and the Portuguefe, and their former jea- 
loufies feemed to die away. 

While thefe tranfadions were going on, De 
Cabral was made acquainted, that a large Ceylo- 
nefe ihip, with feveral c^lephants on board, was 
bound to Cambaja, and that the commander 
having refufed to accommodate the zamorin 
with one of tbofe animals, it would be a grate- 
ful piece of fervice, if the Portuguefe would cap- 
ture the vefiel. This feems neither very honour- 
able nor politic $ but the admiral, to oblige the 
zamorin, gave him to underfiand that be would 
attack the ihip, though he reprefented the attempt 
as dangei^ous. Senfible, however, of his own fa- 
periority, he allotted only one ihip for this ea- 
terprife, and gave the command to Pedro Attai- 
da. Scarce were the Portuguefe prepared for the 
engagement, when the ihip appeared, while the 
zamorin waited the event with eamefl impa- 
tience. Attaida infiantly bore down upon her, 
till his guns could bear with efied; and opening 
upon the Ceylonefe, killed a number of the mea 
before they were near enough to do him any da- 
inage, and compelled them to endeavour to fave 
themfelves by fiigbt. Night comingon, they efcap- 
edinto the harbour of Cananore; but finding tkey 
bad not eluded the purfuit of the PortugueTe, 
they again put to fea, and the engageoient being 
zenewodf they were forced iato the .harbour of 

* * ' " JSalicut 
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CaliCat, and fecured. This engagement gavfe thi 
zamoriri a very exalted idea of the bravfcry of 
the Portuguefe, who with one foiall ihip attack- 
ed another of fiTi times the magnitude and nnm- 
ber of men ; and he laviihly pobliflied his fenti- 
ments on the occaiion. 

That malice, which had always been ranklipj^ 
in the breafts of the Arabians againft the Portu- 
gaefe, was now exacerbated by envy. They 
waited on the emperor in a body, and with af- 
fe6ted zeal, reprefented the cohcern they felt at 
feeing his majefty*s partiality for the ftrangers, 
while he evinced little regard foj thofe, whofe 
long-tried fidelity and fopport had entitled thenii 
to his entire confidence. They infinuatisd, that 
the Portuguefe muft infallibly be pirates j as it 
was impouible the fair profits of trade could en- 
able' them to take fuch diftant voyages. They 
boldly affirmed, that it viras the defign of the new 
comers to take poflellion of the city and plunder 
the country ; that their faftory would foon be 
converted to a fort -, and, in ^rie, if his majefty 
was determined to give fuch a diftinguiffied4)re- 
ference to the Portuguefe, it was their own in- 
tention to remove 'to feme other town on the 
coaft of Mailabar, atad carry their commerce with 
them. 

The foggeftions of thefe raerchantsr, though ori- 
ginating from fpite, have partly been verified by 
facceeding events. The faAory has too oftea 
been converted into a fort j and the fimple na- 
tives have. fallen viftims to the avarice or, ambi- 
tion of ungrateful Europeans, whom they were 
eager to oblige. On recording the eftabliflinient 
of the firft fa6h)ry in India, we feel the full 
force of this te&t&ion: HOw mUch fnifery has this 
' . y2 thir 
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thirft for monopoly^ or the love of conqoefty 
fpread over fome .of the mofl fertile countries of 
the earth 1 

The zamorin, to pacify the iaiportanity of the 
Arabians, aiTured them of his invariable friend- 
ihip, and that he would not defert their intereds. 
.He obferved, that he was defirous of trying tbe 
courage of the Portuguefe in tbe late confli^^ 
^nd that it was for his own advantage and that 
of his country to encourage their commercial in- 
tercourfe. The merchants were far from being 
fatisfied with thofe reafons ; and were more irri- 
tated againft the Portuguefe than ever. They 
publicly oppofed them, as far as they dared, in 
the purchale of fpices; and though the emperor 
hirofelf had engaged that the fleet ihould be 
laden in twenty days, tbree months elapfed be- 
.fore two {hips had laid in their full complement. 

The admiral naturally fufpe6ted that this de- 
Jay could not arife but from the confent or con- 
nivance of the zamorin, and therefore fent to 
.complain that, contrary to tbe profeflions which 
bad been made, tbe Arabian ihips were fupplied 
with great facility and expedition, while the 
Portuguefe had conftant in\pediments thrown in 
their way. This renaonftrance roufed the em- 
peror to alTert hi$ authority j he exprefied his 
aftoniihment, that the Arabs ibquld dare to dif- 
obey his commands, by a clandefiine purchafe of 
fpices, and ordered that the Portuguefe ihould 
have their lading completed, out of the ftores ac- 
cumulated by them, payiag, howevcir, a fair price 
for what was thus wrefted out of the handa of the 
^afterp naerphants. 

This ad of fovereign power gave the Arabians 
the opportunity which they long wilhed for, of 

coming 
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cotriirfig tb'an open rupture with the Portuguese. 
Immediately, one of the principal perfons among 
them began publicly to take in his lading, and, the 
better to fucceed in his fcheme, fornied a cabal 
with fome of his country naen, and fuch of the 
natives as were moft friendly to the new intereft, 
whQ perfuaded the fa6tor, that it was his duty, 
in confounity to the imperial mandate, to fdze 
thefe fpices. Correa, caught by this fpecious ad- 
vice, recommended to the admiral to capture, the 
fhip. . At firft he declined it, apprehenfive of the 
confequences : but, on reiterated applications, 
and the fa6tor engaging to anfvver for any danger 
that might arife, De Cabral fent to inform Uie 
captain that he muft not depart without his per- 
midion. But the Arabians, as was concerted 
among them, difregarding this threat, the admi- 
ral commanded his officers to arm the boats, and 
tow the veffel, which was under fail, back again 
into the harbour. The owner, a perfon of great 
wealth and influence, highly enraged at this 
proceeding, though he had planned it, affembleci 
his friends and adherents, and repairing to t,he 
palace, grievoufly complaining, that the Portu- 
guefe, after having anaaifed more fpices and 
drugs than they had, were yet difcontented, and, 
like jrobbers and pirates, wiflied to feize the whole. 
They therefore demanded permillion to redrefs 
themfelves^ and to execute r«venge for the inju- 
ry. The refolution of the zamorin, which had 
condantly been flu6tuating, now gave way to 
thefe reprefen^ations; and he intimated that 
they might fatlsfy themfelves. 

This fatal compliance with thair wiflies being 
obtained, they haft^ned back to alTualt the faQo- 
xy. The walls of this buildiiig were ten f^***- 
Y3 hi 
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high» and> at this time, feventy men, incladiog 
the friars, were within its bounds ; but, excluliTe 
pf their, fwords, th^y had only a few crofs bows. 
A fmall party of Arabts at firft advancing, the 

. Portuguefe hoped to be able to defend their gates. 
But the numbers of the af&ilants rapidly increaf- 
ing, and. the Portuguefe baying already loft ^vt 

. men, with difficulty {hut their gates, and be- 
took therafelves to the walls with their crofs- 
bows. Correa perceiving that the enemy amount- 
ed to four hundred men, and that tliey were 
countenanced by feyeral naires, hoifted a flag of 
diftrefs. 

'fhe adn)iral being indifppfed, immediately 
fent Sancho de Toar, with all the boats and a 
ftrong detachment to the relief of the fa^ory j 
but this officer thought it dangerous fo land in 
the face of fuch an eneniy, o^ ^ven to approach 
too near the (bore. Meanwhile many of the he* 
iieged being wounded with an incelfant iOiower 
of arrows and fpears, and perceiving the Arabs 
preparing their battering engines, they refolved 
to abandon the fa6tory bv a doqr opening to the 
water fide ; bat the enemy prefTed them fo clofe- 
ly, that only twenty efcaped. The greateft part 
of the wounded died 5 and fifty were either kill- 
ed or tak^n prifoners on the foot. Among the 
former was Ayres Correa. The fon of that gen- 
tlennan, q boy abjout eleven years of age, who af- 
terwards \^as renowned for his bravery and refo- 
lution, was faved by the perfevering e^orta of a 
failor, who fwam with him on board. The mer- 
chandife loft on this qccai^on amounted to four 
thoufand ducats. 

The admiral wa$ at once imprefied with grief 
^n4 A^^d ^^^. refentment i and finding no apo- 
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logy was fent by the zamoriny refolved on a fe- 
vere revenge. . He therefore gave orders for at- 
tacking ten large Arabian veifels in the harbour ; 
and after an obftinate conflid^ and the deilruc- 
tion of nu^ny of the attacked, the fliips were 
captured^ and the farviving Arabs compelled to 
ferve as failors. Three elephants were found in 
the prizes, which were killed and falted for 
provifions, which began to grow fcarcc. The 
fpices and other goods were then taken out> and 
the (hips burned in the fight of their owners and 
partizans. While this was tranfafting, the in- 
' habitants ran up and down the city of Calicut, 
' in the greateft conftcrnation and difoiay, being 
terrified at the fight of the flames> and the un* 
expeded iflfue of the contefl. 

Here revenge ought to have flopped, and fure- 
ly juflice was fa ti shed j but the admiral medi- 
tated more. He ordered his fhips to fpread along 
the fho^e, and advance with their boats before 
them as near it as poflible. The ordnance then 
began to play on the town with great fury and 
with much execution, both among the houfes 
and the citizens, who crowding together, to 
avoicj or repe} the danger, fell thick at every 
ihot. Several of the temples were dejnolifhed ; 
the palace of the zamorin was much injured ; 
^nd the fovereign himfelf^ who £ed in the gene- 
ral terror^ narrowly efcaped a bullet from one of 
the boats, which killed a naire clofe behind him. 
Towards evening the cannonading ceafed, 
and after ^n ineff^Sual attempt to fecure fome 
' ihips that were making for the ports the admi* 
ral purfued his voyage to Cochin, in order to 
iettle a fadory there^ and in his paflage took two 
Arabiap ihips. • 

Sc 
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Such was the ferious commencement of hofti- 
lities between the Europeans and the Indians ; 
and the eflTufion of blood has at intervals continu- 
ed for 0ges. The natives of the eaft have fome- 
times had their revenge, by feeing their country 
and its produce fet the aggreffors againfl one an- 
other ; but furely trade might have been carried 
on without violence, or encroachment on the fa- 
cred rights of the aboriginal inhabitants. 

De Cabral arrived before the city of Cochin on 
the l^Oth of Becember, This place is fitiiated on 
a river about 19 leagues fouth of Calicut, and has 
a fafe capacious port : the land withm is low and 
broken into many iflands. The houfes here were 
built after the fame falhion as at Calicut, and 
were inhabited by Pagans and Arabs. The ter- 
ritory being fmall and barren, provifions were by 
. xiQ means plentiful ^ but there was an abundance 
of pepper. The king, whofe name was Trimum- 
para^ was tributary to the Emperor of Calicut, 
and confeqpently was not rich j but the condud 
of the Portuguefe to a fuperipr, by whom he was 
oppreiTed, gave him a llron^ partiality in tLtit 
favour. 

The admiral, having anchored, difpatched an 
Indian convert, named Miphael Joghi, to the 
iang, to announce his arrival^ and to explain 
vhat had happened at Calicut. He farther de- 
sired leave to trade for fpices and other commo-» 
dities^ either in. exchange for merchandife or 
money. , . 

The m^ffeoger was one of the fed of the Bra- 

BQins whp affed theutmod ccjntempt for fenfual 

enjoyment^, and attempt to pleafe the Deity by 

aufierities more than human. This perfon was 

•m converted to Chriftianity, and behaved with 

|rca5 
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great Intcgnty. He returned with a very polite 
and civil anfwer from his majefty^ who expreffed 
his joy at the arrival of the Portaguefe : and im- 
mediately difpatched two of his principal naires as 
hodages, on condition that they might be changed 
every day, becaufe, by the cuftoms of the eoun- 
try, (hoald they once eat on (hip-board, they can 
never more appear in the prefence of royalty. 

The admiral, pleafed with this anfpicious be- 
ginning, appointed Gonzalo Gil Barbifa his fac- 
tor, and gave him a clerks an interpreter, and 
four exiles as fervants. 

Some of the principal officers of ftate immedi- 

. ately condu6ted the fa£tor to court 3 but here was 
none of the magnificence and grandeur of Cali- 
cut. The prince himfelf was indifferently clad ; 
the walls of his palace were without hangings, 
and were furniihed with feats railed ;n, where 
the king fat without any external pomp. As 
foon as the fador was introduced^ he prefented 
a (ilver wafhing bowl, full of faffron,, a filver 
ewer, with rofe water, and forae branches of cd- 
ral. The king accepted the prefent with appa- 

'rent pleafure, thanked the admiral' in whofe 
name it had been offered 3 and having converfed 

Tome time with the fa£tor> commanded that be 

' and his retinue (hould be well accommodated. 

The admiral was averfe to truding more men 
on fhore, apprehenfive of the misfortunes which 
attended his fadory at Calicut 3 but the event 
ihowed, that miflrufl was here unneceffary. The 
kind ufage the Portuguefe experienced, the dif- 
patch with which the (hips were laden, and the 
frank alertnefs with which the natives rendered 
them afliftance, fhowed that the profeffions of 
the prince were the fentiments of his heart. 

The 
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The lading being completed; while the admi- 
ral was on S)ore> he repeived a vifit from two 
Indian Chriftians, brothers, who exprcffcd their 
wifli to fail to Portugal, in order to vifit'Roroe 
and Jerufalem. Thefe Chriftians were denomi- 
sated from St. Thonr^s, who having preached 
the gofpel in the Eaft, fuffered martyrdom near 
IVia(kas. Cabral interrogated them whether 
they belonged to the Latin or Greek church, 
y /nd if the country from whence they came was 
rwhoUy peopled with Chriftians. One of them 
replied i that the inhabitants were a mixture of 
Chriftians, Jews, Pagans, and Mahometans, from 
Syria, Egypt, Ferfia, and Arabia; that the 
Chriftians were fubjed to a tribute, and had 
a quarter of the city to themfelvcfe, in which 
they were indulged with a church 3 but it had 
neither croftes, images, nor bells. He farther 
faid, that they had their own pope, under whom 
were twelve cardinals, and two patriarchs, with 
many archbiftiops and bifhops, ^ho refided in 
Armenia j to which place all the clergy reforted 
for orders, and to obtain inftitution to their cures 
or dignities, the jurifdi6tion of the pope extend- 
ing over India and Catay. That the two patri- 
archs refided in thofe provinces, and the biftiops 
were difperfed in the different cities through- 
out this immcnfe extent. He added, that their 
fupreme head "was called Catholicos, and that 
their tonfure was ma'de in the form of a crofs. 
. The admiral having heard this detail, readily 
granted their requeft of conveying them to Por- 
tugal. Soon after this, meflengers arrived from 
the kings of Cananore and Coulan, inviting the 
Portuguefe to come and trade in their ports, 
where fpices fhould be furniflied on the moft ad- 

vaotageoua 
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vantageous terms. The admiral returned bis ac« 
knowiedgments, bat declined accepting their 
obliging invitations, having already completed 
his cargo; bat promi&d to vifit them on his re- 
turn t9 the Indies. 

While the Portuguefe were thus amicably 
treated at Cochin, the zamorin had been aftive in 
preparing to revenge the .del^rudion of his capi- 
tal. A fleet of twenty-five large ihips, befides a* 
number of fmaller ones, appeared on the co^ft, 
when the king of Cochin, being informed of the 
defign of this armament, immediately gave the 
requiiite information to the admiral, and offered 
him all the affidance in his power. He flated 
that there were fifteen thbufand men oh boarc(, 
and feemed apprehenfive of the confequence^ 
from fuch an evident difparity of nuii^ers. De 
Cabral returned his majefty his raofi'^-gratefol 
thanks j but alTured him that he fliould be able 
to make the zamorin repent of his temerity; 
and having pre| -ared his ihips for an engagement, 
failed diredly to meet the enemy. 

A ftorm arifing, and the wind proving cpntrary, 
he was obliged to return, but next day proceed- 
ed again in queft of the foe. However, one of 
his beH ihips, that commanded by Sancho de 
Toar, being miffing, he judged it adyifable to 
abandon his defign of an attack, and to ileer 
homewards. The Calicut fleet purfued hini for 
a day; but were foon fenfible they,cpuld not 
overtake him. Thus prevented from Returning 
to Cochin, as he had propofed^ he carried off the 
hoilages, contrary to the laws;bf nations 3 and ia 
a manner which left the (tigma of ingratitude oa 
himfelf. The miferaible meaabdained from foo^ 
/or five days^ but afterwards being preiTed by 
^ - tho. 
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the admiral to eat, were it laft reconciled to 
their fituation. 

The miffing (hip haying joined, thej arrited 
on the coaft of Cananore^Mrhere the king repeat- 
ed hit invitation, which induced the admiral to 
enter the port. The city of Cananore is veiy 
large, and it fitoated thirty-one leagues to the 
north of Cochin. The bay forms a commodioos 
harbour, and the houfes are earth, covered with 
flates. The furrounding country produces gin- 
ger, cardamums, caffia, myraboldns^ and tama- 
rinds, and all the necefl^iries of life. The lakes 
are full of alligators ; and we are gravely told, 
by the origifial narrator of this voyage, that the 
adders are fo venomous as to kill with their 
breath. In natural hiftory mpft of the anpient voy- 
agers arc miferably deficient 5 and while they in- 
dulge in the wonderful, they facrifice fcience and 
truth. This we (hoold frequently have occatiod 
to remark, were it our wi(h to make remarks on 
'abfurdities now exploded, and which can only 
be mentioned to excite a fmile. 
' The king of this territory was one of the three 
independent princes of Malabar, but lefs opulent 
than the Zamorin of Calicut or the King of Cou- 
lani Here the admiral ihipped four hundred 
quintals of cinnamon and fome ginger ; but the 
king fafpeding that the fmall quantity he bought 
Aroic from a deficiency in pecuniary refources, 
occafioned from the loifes he had fufiained at Ca- 
'lic!it> feat in a mod generous manner, to offer 
^credit for whatever he might pleafe to have. 
T>e Cabral, having returned merited thanks, was 
no willing to leave the king with irnpreffions of 
his poverty ; and to convince hiji rodjetly of his 
•^efourccfi^ fliowcd the mcffcnger rJargefomof 
3 money 
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mQOe^».,aQd ^iTuxed him ihal bis ihtp^.being al- 
ready, ladp^wa^.thfr real reaipo of hil declining 
larger ppi'ctafe^ it prc.fent. ., , V .. ? * 

So friendly was this king, that He' Jea^.aij aoir 
balTador to liis Fortugaefe Majefiy tq cdmeot tbe 
intercourfe which bad juft begun. De Cabral 
now weighed from Cananore, and proceeded t9 
crofs the Tea that feparat^ India from Afric4* 
In this palfage be took a large ihip ; but finding 
fhe belonged to Cambaya, diftniifed her with 
aifurancea, that his Portugnefe Majefty was at 
war in India with none but the Zamorin of ,Ca« 
licut, and the Arabians of Mecca, from whom 
he had fufFered indignities that demanded an 
adequate retaliation. 

As they were approaching the African ihore^ a 
terrible fiorm arofe, in which the ihip command- 
ed by Sancho de Toar> one of the beft in the 
fleet, was driven on a bank, and fiuck/aft. The 
crew and cargo were faved, and diflributed 
among the other veflels; after which ihe wa# 
burned, to prevent her falling into the hands of 
the enemy. Notwithdanding this precaution^ 
the King of Mombaifa, by much indu(lry, found 
means to recover the great guns, which be elieism- 
ed a moil valuable treafure. The tempefl flilL 
continuing, they pafied Melinda without bein^ 
able to bring to, and atiail reached Mo&mbique^ 
where they found it neceflary to refit the fhips. 

This being accomplifhed, De Toar wai dif- 
fialched to examine the coaft of Sofala, whilo*^' 
the admiral proceeded on his voyage $ and haviof 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope on the 22d of 
Ma/i arrived at Lilbon on the iaft day of Jul/ 
I50ij withQut an^ other maceiial occurrencoi 

Vw-L 2 Th: 
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Hiis erpedition had inet widi maoy dUkfters, 
imd enomintered a variety of difficulties. Of all 
the Ihips only fix retnrned, among which was 
t5t Toar« who fafdy zcacfaed Uibon in a few 
d^ yfter the adnural. 
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SECOND VOYAGE 



OP 

FASQUEZ DE GAM 4 

TO THE 

EAST INDIES. 



THE Portuguefe, anxious to reap the earp 
licft poffible fruits of their difcoveries, ex,-- 
erted all their fpirit and aftlvity for this purpofe. 
Before the arrival of De Cabral, Juan de Neuva^ 
a native of Galicia^ and a mod accomplifhed fea- 
roan, had been fent out with another fleet to the 
Eaft. His orders were to touch at Sofala, thea 
at Quiloa, and from thence to proceed to Cali- 
cut 5 and if he found De Cabral there, to put 
himfelf and his fquadron under the command of 
that admiral. De Neuva having found a letter 
at San Bias, giving an account how matters 
Hood at Calicut and Cochin, aded with the ne* 
ceflary caution. He arrived fafe at Cochin, and 
found that the king was highly and defervedljr 
incenfed againft De Cabral for carrying away 
the hodages, and that the Moor^ and merchants 
had taken every dep to prejudice his majedy 
againft the Portuguefe. He bad, however, given 
the fadory fome degree of protedion j but with- 
out money no fpices were to be procured at this 
Z 2 piac 
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place. De Neava being only furniflied with 
commodities which lie was to exchange^ was 
obliged to proceed to Cananore j but here too 
the Portuguefe commodities were in tpp little 
eflimaiion to procure a lading V and had not the 
king beconae Iponfor for a cargo> the (hips muft 
have returned empty. 

The zamorin, hearing that his enen^ies were 
on the coaft, ^tted out a powerful armament to 
attack them while they lay at Cananore. De 
Neuva, not intunidated by numl)ers,' fleered in- 
to the middle of the bay, and ordered his (hips 
to pour in broadiides in all dire^ipns, if the In- 
dian fleet advanced. A cannonade commenced 
before the eneniy could approach near enough to 
ufe their miflile weapons, and many of their 
ihips were funk without doing the Icafl injury to 
the Portuguefe. , This unequal combat could 
not la ft long. A flag of truce was hung out bj 
the Indians^ and aft^r fqme inefFe6tual artifices 
to entrap the Europeans, they returned to Cali- 
cut, ba|fled in all their aims. De Neuva bavin? 
tajken in his lading, returned to Portugal with all 
bis ihips. After his departure a rpeffage 'was 
brought to Cananore from the zamorin, to ex- 
cufe his former condud i and offering fufficient 
pledges for their fecufity, fliould the Portuguefe 
be difpofed to renew their trafiic. 

This fliort flcetch of a voyage, not very imr 
portant in itfelf, is a neceflary link in the chain 
of tranfa^tipns. 

De Cabral, having made it appear incpntefiiT 
bly evident, that withopt the application of force, 
it would be impoffible to form fettlements in 
India, his Portuguefe Majefty fen t out three 
Squadrons in March 150? ; the fir ft of ten (hips, 

under 
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under the celebrated Vafquez de Gama ; the fe- 
cbnd of five .under Vincent de Sodre; and the 
third of as many, under Stephen de Gama* The 
whole was to be fubordinate to VafqueZy to 
whom the king delivered the flag with great fo- 
lemnity in the cathedral, and conferred on him 
the title of Admiral of the Eaftern Seas. With 
him returned the ambaifadors of Cochin and 
Cananore^ who had been much diftidguiihed and 
carefled at court. The two firft fquadrons fet 
fail in March, the other followed about the be- 
ginning of May. 

Off Cape Vern, the admiral fell in with a (hip 
for Liibon^ richly laden with gold, which De 
Gania difplayed to the Indian ambaifadors as a 
proof of the rich refources of his country. They 
candidly confeiTed, that this did not accord with 
the reprefcntalions of the Venetian ambaffador 
in Portugjal • for that he had given them to un- 
derhand, that without the afliftance of the Vene- 
tians, the Portuguefe were too poor to put (hips 
to Tea. This mode of fupplanting their new ri- 
vals in the commerce of the Eaft was not very 
honourable j but wher^ is honour to be founds 
when intereft ftands in the way ? 

De Gama doubled the Cape without any re- 
markable occurrence, and then proceeded virith 
four of his fmalleft veflels for Sofala, while 
the red continued their voyage to Mofambique. 
The king's orders were, to obferve the lituatioa 
of Sofala, its convenience for ere^Lng a fort, and 
to examine the gold of the country. Having 
entered into an amicable treaty with the king. 
be obtained permiflion to ere6t a fort 3 and mu^ 
tual prefents were exchanged. This tranf^dtion 
occupied twenty-five days, and the admiral took 
. Z 3 biA 

% 



258! SECOND VOYAGE OF , 

hia kave with much fatisfadion at having ac- 
compli ftjcd his objed) but ip turning out of the 
river, had the misfortune to lofe one of his (hips. 

Having reached Mofambique, where part of 
his fipet had preceded hira, he ftruck up a league 
with the king, who had pnanifefted fq much re- 
1 usance to it in his former voyage ; and farther, 
obtained pcrmiflion to eftablifti a faftory : the 
objed of which was, to furni(h a depot of provi- 
iipns for {hips going and returning from India. 

On the*12th of July he arrived at Quiloa; and 
in revenge for the ill ufage experienced by De 
Cab^ali determined to compel the king to bcr 
come tributary to Portugal. Jbrahim, through 
fear, rather than refpeft, waited ph him, as foon 
as he arrived ; when De Gama, knowing his per- 
fidious difpofition, threatened to confine him. 
undettthe hatches, unlefs he immediately fiipu- 
latcd to pay a tribute to his royal niafter. The 
captive prince had now no alternative. He en- 
gaged to advance two thou fa nd miticals of gold 
yearly; but with his accuAomed duplicity, gave 
as, his pledge a wealthy Moor, named Mahomet,, 
whom he mortally hated, and Was happy to get 
rid of. Ibrahim being liberated on thefe condi- 
tions, no fooner found himfelf fafe on ihore, than 
he renounced his engagement 5 not fo much to 
fav'e tho money, as to provoke the admiral to de- 
l^roy bis fecurity ; and the Moor finding himfelC 
trapped, was? glad to purchafe his freedom by 
paying the tribute himfelf. 

Having here formed a jundion with the refl of 
the fleet, the admiral recommenced his voyage, 
and paflfing Melincla, watered in a large bay 
about eight leagues diftance, where he captured 
fevcral Ihips. On reaching the coaft of India, 
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he fell in with a large veflel belonging to th© 
Sultan of Egypt, which was richly laden, and 
had tiany principal Moors on board, who were 
going on a pilgrimage to Mecca. This (hip he 
took after a vigorous refiftance 5 and going on 
board, commanded the Moors to produce their 
merchandife, on'pain of being thrown into the 
fea. X^ey pretended that all their effefc were 
left at Calicut ; but one of them having been 
bound hand and Foot;, and thrown overboard, the 
reft Were fo intimidated at this dreadful cxam.- 
ple, that they produced their property. The 
children were then carried into the admiral's 
ihip, and the remamder of the plunder diftribut- 
ed among the foldiers. Not fatisfied with this, 
the veflel, witb all her pafl'engers, was ordered to 
be fet on fire. But the Moors having broken op 
the hatches, under which they were confined, 
and quenched the flames, which began to rage 
around them, Stephen de Grama was ordered to 
lay them on board. Defperate with the immi- 
nence of their danger, the pafiengers received 
him with great refolution, and even attempted 
^o burn the other (hips. Night coming on, gave 
d refpite to this work of horror 3 but fo invete- 
rate was the ragt of De Gama, that he ordered 
the (hip to be clofely watched, that none might, 
by the favour of the darknefs, efcape to the 
(hore and elude his vengeance. During this 
dreadful night, the poor Moors, with unavail- 
ing prayers, invoked the affiftdnce of the prophet.' 
The morning found the admiral relentlfefs and 
unpitying. His brother boarded the veflTel, and 
fetting 6re to iti 'drove thelVIoprs; who (iill made 
an inefFedualfiroggle, into the poop. Some of 
the failoTs dxidflin«& tbl-quit tfie'fliijp till fte wa» 

hi 



260 SHCONl^ ¥OTA6E 09 

balf" conAimed ; aod the Moore, when the flames 
were rapidly approaching them, leaped iQto the 
fea with hatchets, and fwimmingi attacked their 
inhucnan p^rfaers. To finifli this aielancholy 
tale, of three hundred perfons, amopg whom 
were thirty women, not one efcaped the fire, 
the fword, or the waves. Can humanity read 
this without a tear ! can Clirifiianity hear it with- 
out a biuih 1 Thefe vijftims of unprovoked cruel- 
ty will one day be heard at an impartial tribunal^ 
where all the fame of De Gama, and ail the In- 
dies, could be poQefs thofQ^ would be given tq 
iilence their voice I 

The admiral haying reached Cananore, fent 
to acquaint the Hing that he defired a conference 
with him. To facilitate this interview, a wood- 
en bridge was conftruded, reaching a great way 
into th(^ fea, and fpread with ^arpets. At the 
end of the bridge, towards land, was a houfe of 
wood, likewif^ furui(bed with carpets. The 
king arrived £rft, attended by an immenfe body 
of naires, trumpets (bunding, and other inftru- 
inents of mulic playing before him. Soon after 
oame the admiral, acconipanied by all the bo^t^ 
of the Sfict, bearing flags, and furniQied with a 
band \ and was landed under a difcbarge of ord" 
nance. Before him were carried twp. ulyer ba- 
fons, gilt, covered with pieces of coral, and 
oth^r valued articles in the Indies. At the bead 
of the bridge he was received by feveral naires; 
and the king raeetiqg him at the door of the 
i^pufe, embraced him^ and they vfalked together 
to the roQin of audience, ^bere two chairs of 
&lte were placed^ on one of wbicl^ bis majefty fat 
4Qwn» a mark of the bigfieft refpiiid to the adfni- 
>^l» ^S^m^AO^ 19 the eti^t;p of t)^e coi^try. 

At 
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At tWs audience ^ treaty -of^amit^ and trotprifj^pe 
was conrjuded, and a fadory gt^tited'^at C^na- 
nore. • Having laden fame of the ihips here, he 
dire6ted his courfe to Calicut. "'-" ' 

When De Gama .arrived in that port/hetoolr 
feveral. proas before it was difcovered whtf^hd 
was ; but forebore all hoftiHties againft'the pl^qe^ 
til! fe(5'lhould be abteto afcertain the zqtnorin/s 
difpofition arid defigns. In a lliort ti'me a^'-boat 
caitie off carrying a flag of truce, with'a'Mqor 
difgui.fed as a francifcan friar, who being takca 
on board, apologized fbr the deception *of bis 
drefs, add owned it was affumed frotp the hope 
of a ready reception aqiong the tortiiguefe. He 
brought a melTage from the zamprin in relation 
to the amicable ad^oftment of a treaty of com- 
merce. The admiral, with firmnefs replied, th«t 
any negociation of this kihd would be.prematnrer; 
till ttie king had' made fatisfadtion for th^d de- 
flru^ioii of the faftory, to which he was cdn- 
ienting. ; , ■ 

Several days were. fpent in fruitlefs meflages 
and replies. De Gama, fufpedting (bat the only 
objeft of the zamorin was to gain time, fcnt to 
"aflure'him, that if he did iiot receive a final and 
fatisfa6tory anfwer before noon, he wou^ carty 
fire and fword into the country, and would be- 
gin to execute his vengeance on the prifohers in 
his pofleiffiori. The zamorin, rrrefolute in him-r 
felf, and utrder the influence of the Moors, re- 
turned no anfwer. But no fooner was the ftipu- 
lated time expired, than De Gama ^red a gun 
by way of (ignal to his captains, to hang \ip all 
the Malabars in their refpedive Ihips. When 
this fanguinary CKccution was over, the admiral 
ordered the hands and feet of the victims to be 

flru 
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firap^L off, ; aod . fent. oq ihore 'to the zamorio, 
with a letter in Arahic» giving him to underfiand, 
that fach retorns he muft e^peft for his perfidj 
and artifice ; and that he would have fatisfaftion 
an hundred fold for the injuries and indignities 
that had been offered to the Portuguefe. 

Without farther ccreaioP7» he ordered three 
ihips to advance, in the night, as dofe as poffi- 
ble to the fliore j and next morning they began 
to, batter the town, which was foon a heap of 
ruins* 

Having glutted his revenge at Calicut^ he de- 
parted for Cochin, leaving Vincent de Sodre, 
with fix ihips, to fcour the coafi: and intercept 
the Moorifh trade. No fooner had the admiral 
an:ivp4 yt Cochin, th^ Trimumpara fent hoft- 
ages on board ; and perfonally waited for him 
on the ihore. At this interview De Grama deli- 
vered the King of PortufaVs letter and prefents. 
The Prince of Cochin received both with expref- 
fions of pleafure ; affigned a houfe for the ufe of 
the £a&<Hy, and fixed the rate^ at which fpdces 
were to be delivered. This agreement was re- 
duced to writing, and figned by Trimumpara. 
In return for the Portuguefe prefents, which 
were very coftly, confifling of a gold crown and 
collar, a rich pavilion, and other valuable arti- 
cles ; he fent to his brother Emanuel two gold 
bracelets fet with jewels, a Moorifh faih for the 
head, of filver tiffue, two large pieces of the fineft 
calico, and a flone about the ^z& of a walnut, re- 
puted an antidote againft poifon, which was 
deemed a valuable rarity. 

While De Gama lay at . Cochin, a meffenger 
arrived from the zamorin, to acquaint him, that 
• ' *^Q would return to Calicut, every thing ibould 

be 
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be fetded to his fktisfaaion. The deputy was 
pdt in confinement, that he might be puniibed 
in cafe of any i\ew deceit. Having got &is hom- 
age for his own fbcurity; the admiral^ contrary 
to the advice of all his captains, determined to 
proceed without convoy to Calicut : obfervitig, 
that in cafe of danger, he had the ikips of !De 
Sodre to retreat to. 

Being come into the road, the zamortn fent to 
inform him, that next day every thing fhotdd be 
concluded betwixt them ; and perhaps at the mo- 
ment he fpoke as he Intended. But when once 
a propenfity to trick and cunning gains tin af«, 
cendency over the mind, every opportunity of 
difplaying it is embraced with avidity, and the 
obliquities of deceit are preferred to the flraight 
road of honour. De Gama was perceived to be 
tinprote6ted, having left his ihips behind him. 
TiuB induced the zamorin to have recourfe again 
to violence. He fent out thirty proas to take the 
admiral 5 and fo fudden and unexpeAed was this 
attack, that he was obliged to cut his cables and 
iave himfelf by flight. 

Provoked with reafon at fo niany repeated in* 
'fiances of treachery and duplicity, he cmlered 
the^oiedenger, in confinement, to be hanged, on 
his return to Cochin. At this the zamorin ex- 
preiTed great ccmcern; but finding that he m 
vain plotted again ft a man whofe fuperior addrelk 
or force always brought him o£F ikfe, he refolved 
to turn his batteries anoUii^r way, and to attempt 
to influence the King of Cochifi a^ainft admitting 
the Portuguefe into his ports. With this vie^, 
he difpatded a letter to the tributary piince, hi 
which hedepided the Europeans as robbers and 
pirates/ and reprcfeoted the danger of eDcdvm^- 
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iag \^em>;as well as the dlfpleafure it g»ire-bi(D» 
rtruqfuiupara replied, that as they brought ma- 
ueynQto hU-dominioDSrlt was for liis intereiito 
cQCourage them; aod that the zamorin Y^uld 
,oot be willing, at his bare requefi^ to abaodOQ 
his-oldsfnends the Moors. To this the zamorin 
Vejoiued, that he was fdrry to find the ]&ing of 
Cochin preferred the frieodfhip of ^^angers to 
,^[m ^-and threatened -the coofequeo^ces of a par- 
tiality i^^unjuft. . . 

'f'^e ifing of Pochin g^ve liim to uni^rftand, 
th^t he ^di Regarded Lis menaces, ^and that he 
.'wouJd n(;ver do a , bafe or perBdious aftioD 
through fear. Of this correfpondence, De Gama 
IJcQCw nothing till he was about to take his leave 
of Cpch^n ; w^en. the .^og info|rnied him of 
whatvhad paiTed, and declared he would ran all 
ritks in the fervice pf 'the Portuguefe. De Gama, 
with ro^ny expredions of gratitude, aifured hin>, 
that his royal naafler woojld. never be unmindful 
of fuch fteady faith ^ and, in the haoie of his fo-> 
vereigp, he . engaged not /only to defend the 
prince, but even to ed^bile Him to vanqdilfli his 
enemies, and extend his donainions on their 
<ruin9. This declaratiofn-infpired the king with 
n^ew confidence -, and even his naires, if they 
Hill, retained fome prejudices againA the Portu- 
gueie, began to dread thf ccfnfequences of their 
enmity* 

The admiral, -foon after failing from Cocbin» 
defcried a fleet of twenty-nine large (hips, fitted 
oi^t by the zamoHn to attack him. He imnaediatc^ 
iy bore down to give them battle -, and with fo 
much vigour did the Portuguefe affail the foe, 
that in Sl (hort time, many of them deferting 
their ihips, fought refuge in the waye»; while 
2 otbexB 



Qn account ortbV Ihoala>. th^y. tjievv^tbe ^dinir^ 
covld hot puj-iuje t^m. / . ^any ^oT i£e JSldors^ 
^wexk kijled, arid tvvo ihips "were taken/ richly 
laden with Chiqavw^re, filver^vejQrelii>',.gU.t, an,d 
other coflly merQh'aadiffiL.. ]^ut the ipdft reotark- 
abl^ artijcle on ^^)oafc(( wais a nioafircaV.iaiage of 
gold^ .weigHi;?g 'tjhiHji pounds^ - I^sfejcVwere 
cmerald$5 and it.,y»^^si pgftJalJy cqv;fred wkh a 
drapery of beaten jold, curioufly wrought, and 
fet with brilliants. On the brcaft of this idol 
yras a large ruby !pf,thje mol^.relp'^fndept liifirc. 
". De Gama n«xtl groceeded to CjariaiiVe/wher^ 
be obtained a houle for the ereftIori.x)f ^fadory ; 
and having regulatecT the price of /j^ces accord- 
ing to the flandard fixed oh at Cochin/he left 
twenty- four men to fuperintend the trade. The 
two nations flipulated to defend each other : and 
the King of Cananore was not to enter into any 
alliance inimical to the interefta of the King of / 
Cochin. This bejng fettled, the admiral com- 
miffioned De Sodre to remain on the coaft till 
Februarys and if^ in the interim^ there was a 
probability of a war breaking oat between the za- 
morin and the King of Cochin, he fhould winter 
ia the latter place ^ if not, he was then to fail 
for the Rea Sea, and capture all the fliips from 
Mecca he found in his way. Thefe dired^iontf 
De Sodre did not live to execute in their full ex- 
tent, being loft in a fudden dorm, which the 
natives, judging from accuftomed prognoftics^ 
had warned him to avoid. 

On the 20th of December, the admiral left the 
coaft of India, in his way to Portugal, h3viE>g 
thirteen (hips under his condu6t ; and lirli touch- 
ed at Mofambiquc. Near Cape Corientes, he 
. Vol. I. . - A a experience 
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experienced contrary winds and fddden fqaatls. 
littt notking particularly impeding his voyage^ 
he arrived sTt Oafc^s on the i& of September, 
where feveral ndblemen met him with their 
congratnlatioDs/and condufted him to court. As 
he approached his fovereigo, a page preceded 
him carrying a filver bafon with the tribute of 
the King of Q.uiloa« King Emanuel gave the 
admiral a moft gracious reception, and confierred 
on him the title of Count Videgueyra. 

His great fbrvices certainly merited e^ety ho- 
nour and diftin6tion from a grateful country i 
but his laurels are tarnifhed by excefles of feve- 
rity, fometitnes unprovoked^ and frequently dif^ 
{Proportioned to the offence* 
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HAVING traced the Portuguefe from difco- 
very to war, from trade to the attempt at 
conqaefty we ihall briefly narrate their future 
proqeediogs. This will be abfolutely oeceflary 
tq gratify the iuquifitire mind, which delights 
io being able to conned events ; but a particular 
detail would only difguft. The fame enormities^ 
which difgraced the Spaniards after the difcovery 
of America, feem to attach on the charaders qf 
the Portuguefe : they purfued the fame avaricioui» 
ends by the fame fapguioary means *, and without 
allowing cither nation the fnperiority in infamy> 
we ihall permit them to divide the onenvied 
paim. 

In one refped, howerer, they differ. The 
power of the Spaniards gradually increafed i|i 
Americf j that of the Portuguefe rofe like a me- 
» A a 2 tf 
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icor, fprea4 defaftatroA 1J^4rtgli'jJnfimeDfc rc- 
gionsi and then funk into infignificance and 
contempt. .,^ 

The <i^(itani9n cbarader, at firft fo confpicu- 
ous for bravery, foon tainted by the laxory of 
the E^ft, notonly funk Ibb effeminacy bit the 
inoft abjeft vices, and tempted new adventur- 
ers to feize what was heid with fuch a feeble 
hand, or enabled the natives to reairume their 
qurigio^l Iniiependeoce^ ■ .., "; 

But to return, after the progrefs the Portu- 
guefe had made in .India, both by negotiation 
end force, it feemed neceiTary to nominate a pro- 
per perfon to. be intruded with thp^ care and 
management of theirintereds ia'tMs part of the 
globe j and as onp of thofe who had already been 
in the country was deemed nioft fit, the confidence 
of the court of Lifton was placed on Alphonlb Al- 
buquercjue, an able navigator and a prudent com- 
mander. On his arrival in the Eaft, after Dc 
Gama' had left it for the fecond time^ he found 
the trade in fuch a flouri(biRg date, from the con* 
nedfons already foritoed, that he thought it ex- 
pedient to gain a mdre perraam^it edabliihment 
on the coad, and fitch an one a^ might be na- 
turally firong, and conveniently •fituated. For 
this purpofe, after forae previous conqueds, be 
fixed on Goa; a city near the centre of the coaft 
of Malabar. It feemed to unite all the advan- 
tages which he wiihed for ; fttperior falubrity of 
the air, one of the fined harbours in the world» 
and a facility of fortification to render it fecore 
from attack. The city dands on an ifland fepa- 
rated fr^m the continent by a river, which, divid- 
ing imp two branches, furrounds it j while the 
houfes rife fr^oi the level of the water ia the 

.forta 
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Ibrm of an amphitheatre. No place could be 
better adapted for an extenfive trade than this ^ 
and to power, whatever feems defirable, is gene- 
rally confidered as lawful. 

This ifland and cityj ,which belonged to the 
ktDgdem of Deccan, were then in the pofleffion of 
Idalcan^ an ufurper, who had endeavoured to ren- 
.^er himfelf independent of his foveireign; and 
was at this time meditating to extend his power 
^ill farther in Malabar. .Being at this timie ab- 
fent» in profecuting fcheroes of aggrandizement^ 
Albu^erque took advantage of. it $ and regard* 
iog Goa as much the right of one ufurper as an- 
other^ made a fudden attack> and carried tb^ 
place wfthout lofs or difficulty. 

But Idalcan hearing of this invafion foon flew 
lo his capital ; and the Portuguefe being in want 
of provi6ons and other neceifaries to (land a fiege, 
€roa again fell into the hands of its former pof- 
fefibr i but was almoft as fpeedily recovered by 
Albuquerque, who had received reinforcement^ 
from Cochin. 

The Portuguefe next turned their attention ta. 
the conqueft of Malacca $ th^eir ufual fuccefs at-* 
tended them in this enterprifcj and theyefla* 
bliihed fadories here s^n^ among the Bapda liles* 
and extenckd-their feltlements from the Red Se^ 
to the f erfian Qulph, And exclufiv^ of the abfo- 
lute coo^roand of the idands, they were complete 
foafters of the coafis of both th^ peuinfulas of 
Jndia. 

Through tbta vaft track their authority was in* 

difputed, and their power uolimited : their tiiad4^ 

was neither diflurbed by indiyidn^ls, nqr the 

rights they bad apfwped ipvft$lc4 by sfttiy^s. Tq 
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the former indeed they fometimes affc6icd to grant 
licences, but they reftri^ed them to particular 
articles, both of innport and export j and retained 
to therafelves the privilege of -fupplying all the 
inarkets of Europe with fuch commodities as 
were" epfieft of conveyance, and produced the 
moft coniiderable profit. Thus the commerce of 
the eaft was diverted from the channel in which 
it had fo long flowed ; and Portugal rofe to opu- 
lence and relpeft on the decline of Venice and 
Genoa. Nothing can more powerfully prove the 
fiuduating nature of trade than this change ; and 
though to the prefent day, the extention, or the 
monopoly of commerce is the pride of nations, 
>and the frequent caufe of their dedru^ibn, they 
have yet to learn what is folid and permanent 
wealth, and in what their true glory aud gran- 
■deur Qonfifts. ' 

In the acquifitioh of riehes and power, the 
Portuguefe, like all other nations whom hiftory . 
has recorded, forgot that the means by which 
wealth and dominion are obtained^ mud be ex- 
erted for their prefervation. They grow wan- 
ton with fuccefs and intoxicated with afflu- 
ence. They ruled over the wretched natives 
tvith a feverity, which, too often, degenerated 
into the rao(t inhuman cruelty ;* they profit- 
tuted the facred name df religion, to the bafeil 
and mod unworthy purposes $ edabliibed inqai- 
litions to puniih, where they had no right to ufe 
more than the mild indrunients of convidion; 
and plundered the anhap^py vidims of their ava- 
rice, under the pretence of rendering honour to 
that God, whofe k*W8 they facrjlegioufly vtolac- 
ed. ' Bigotry^ which* rifes in proportion to the 

derelidion 
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^«reIidion of principle, made them £rR con-> 
temptible, and then criminal. 

As they grew more completely vicious, they 
a]fo became funk in effeminacy. They ftored 
their feraglios, like the princes of the eaft ; and 
vheo fatiated with enjoyment, forced the vic- 
tims of their inordinate paflions to betake them- ^ 
felves to the moft llavifh employments, and to 
yield to their cruel matters the produce of their 
labours. They copied all the exceffes of the peo- 
ple they had fabdued ; indulged themfelves in 
the Aiiatic pleafures of (ingtng and dancing girls, 
the only part of the natives which they did not 
involve in indifcriminatis opprelllon ; they learn- 
ed to recline on fofas, and to be carried in palan- 
quins; and at laft carried on war in that luxu- 
rioos and diiSpated manner which had enabled 
tbemfeWes to fubdue the aboriginal inhabitants. 

The natural confequence of fuch depravity was, 
the contempt of the natives among whom they 
had eflablifhed themfelves : at lirft they were th© 
obje£k$ of terror ; at lall they became the butts of 
ridicule. The natives, deprived of Inxorious in- 
dulgencies, began to recover their natural ener- 
gies, and they meditated to expel the invaders. 
Hiiing in refolatioD, as the PortUguefe funk ia 
eiFeminacy, they a&ually attacked one of their 
principal fettleraents 5 but by the vigorous con- 
du^ of Don Juan de Caflro, who had now fuc- 
ceeded to the cliief command of (he Portuguefe 
forces in India, they wercrepulfed; and the 
dying, embers of European fpirit feemed, for. a 
time, to revive, smd to difpel the enervating 
fumes of Afian luxury. 

But this gleam was M ihort duration ; the 
gloom returned with Ifcqptar ihades j for noj 

loonet 
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iboner was the florm blowa over» dMn they ie% 
lapfed into the fame ingloriaos and iaa6dve ftate, 
from which thej were only roofed* when thecalb 
of an infatiable avarice prompted them to the 
commiffion of every crime* difgraceful to homaa 
nature. 

Nor did they copfine tbefe depredations to the 
natives. Thoagh thefe undoobtedly were the 
greateft fufFerers, becaufe the leaft capable of 
protediog themfeives, the intoxicated Portognefo 
at lad preyed on each other, the iirong <» the 
weak ; and the fame brutal luft of wealth* which 
Simulated them to torment and mqrder the in- 
offen^ve Indians, tempted them to lay violent 
hands on each other. The vices of individnals 
corrupted the ftate^ crimes of the blackeft dye 
tindured the refolutions of cabinets^ and the con* 
dud of commanders 5 and the fnocdSbrs to power 
began the firft pradice of their authority on their 
immediate predeceflbrs, in order to extort from 
them that wealth, which they had amafled by 
means nefarious indeed* but which their foUowera 
intended moft religioufly to copy. 

While the manners of the' Portuguefe were in 
this degenerate ilate* the natives now united a, 
fecond time to extirpate their detefted tyrants.' 
The court of Lifbon* on this* difpatched Ataida 
from Europe with fuccours and unlimited power* 
who for a while repelled the attacks of the exaf- 
perated natives. But though they failed in their 
attempt on Groa* which had been made the capi- 
tal* they fucceeded in deriving the Pnrtuguefe 
of many of their lefs important pofieffioosj and 
other nations.of Europe* not yet fo obnoxious to 
the inhabiUnts of In^iilftan* appearing on its 
ooafts, the firft occopiers%radually ]ioft their oon-' 
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cquence ; and many of theii^ remaining fettle- 
men ts were wreded from them by the ChrUlian 
powers. 

The only remains of the mighty conquefts of 
Portugal, in the eaftern quarter of the globe, are 
Goa, where a viceroy flill reiides and keeps up the 
ihadow of the ancient fplendor of government, 
Macao, Biu, Daman^ and Baijaim. Thefe at 
prefent are very infignificant places ; and the ad- 
vantages ariiing from them*incon(iderable, in the 
great fcale of trade, now carried on between the 
different parts of Europe and the empire of In- 
doflan. 

The Britifli at this time are unrivalled lords of 
the continent^ but with whom, in the tide of 
events, the power may next refide^ belongs only 
to Omnifcience to determine. 
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FMRDINAND MAGELLAN, 
ROUND THE WORLD. 



AMONG thofp ilhifirioos navigators who have 
Aown originality of conception and boldaefs 

-of refolution, Ferdinand Magellan will always 
retain a didinguiChed place* Contemporary with 
Colonabus and De Grama^ be appears to have been 
animated with the fame fpirit^ and to have de- 
served to participate in the laurels they won. 

He was a native of Portugal, bom a gentJe* 
man^tand bred a foMier. He had ferved in the 

.In(ttan as well as African wars with credit lo 
hirofdf, and honour to bis king 5 beiM particu- 
larly employed in tbofe expeditions which fnc- 
ceeded De Gama*s difcovery,and which at length 
teitninated in the rcdu^ion of Malaccat Ooa^^nd 
Ormuts* under the dominion of Portugal. 

Cokimbuft went; in fearch of a paflage which 
he never found, and found what he little expoft^ 
cd. The pafiage from the Atlantic to the Pieici- 
fie Ocean was Will. a deiideratum in eavigatiott ; 
and Vafquez de Nunez de Balboa having di-fco* 
inered the laft-arientioncd fea from the mountains 

.of Panama, M agellan conceived the idea of the 
drcuronavigal?(on of the globe^ which at that 
time was not geaeraily allowed to^be roond. 



27^ Magellan's votaos. 

This grand idea, as it may te juftly called, wfccn 
we confider the age, be coQimuDicated to bis 
court 5 but being flightpd in that particular^ and, 
as it h faid, denied the fmall augmentatioD oif 
half a ducat a month to his pay^ be refoived to 
quit I^ortisgal, and feek his fortune in otAkCi 
countries. 

ITie conrt of Spain had>fo much fignalized it- 
felf by fuccefs in difcoveries, and the encourage- 
ment it gave to adventurers^ that Magellan natu- 
rally turned his thoughts that way. Charles V. 
one of the moft powerful princes that ever lived, 
and in wbofe extehiive dominions the fun never 

• fet, at that time filled the throne of Spain.' To 
' him, therefore, this officer applied j and, to for- 
' ward his views, did not tail to rcprefent, that all 

the Banda and Moludipa Illands muft of right, ac- 
cording to the papal (tecree, belorig to him j and 
thefc hie propofed to discover by a"weftera navi- 
•gatioil. ' ' • A 

- • This'projeft, which h^ for its objeA the cr- 
^ tendon t)f dominion, as wdjl as the returns of va- 
' luable? CaDmtnerce, was peWli^fly acceptable to 

• Charles. 'Without hefitatidin, he gave orders for 
making the neceifary preparations, with as moch 

•expedition as circumftances^oald allow, ^or 
did the bm'peror i^op here ; hV conferred the or* 
iler of St. Jago on Magellan ari^id his companion. 
Boy Fa^ero, as a fpur to this ardiious undertaking, 
' The Pottuguefe ambaflador nt^ade ftfong oppo- 
fition to this fcheme j nor werie there wanting 
fome courtiers, who, envious of\ Magellan's ho- 
nours, threw every impediment tH^ey could in the 
way of his expedition. He receivA'id and fubmit- 
ted to many infults on account oft^ his country; 
-ad when all was juft ready for thcl embarkation, 
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•hi» hopes had nearly been fruftrated of reaping" 
the lionoar of the projed, by Ruy Falero codteft- 
ing with him the honour of bearing the royal 
flandard. This matter- being adjutied, and his 
rival perfqaded to remain at home oo accouDt of 
•a precarious ftate of health, which was very, un- 
equal to fach a diflanc and uncertaia vojrage, 
Magellan was invelled with the fole command of 
this fquadron, and the bulinefs proceeded. 
< This fquadron cOnfifted of five fliips:' the St. 
Antot)io bearing the admiral's flag >. Juab de Car- 
tagena, vice admiral 3 the St. JagOyOomnaaiided 
bv Juan Roderiques Serrano; and ' tiie. Concep- 
tion, Gafpar de Glu'efada mafler,'and two otiicrs. 
Thefe fet fail from Cadi2 on the lOth.of Auguft 
\5\7y and arriving in fafety at Ten^riffe on the 
'2d of September,'failed from thence for Rio Janei- 
ro, on the coail of Bniiil. After refi-eflrii^ at 
this place, and taking in fuch'neceflaries as^the 
voyage required, they purfded* their bourfe. 

This courfe, however, was not univerially 
agreed on. Various difputes arofe about it; and 
fome were for adopting one plan, fome apother. 
The fleet being anchored in St. Julian's riv«T oa 
Eafler-day, and mafs being ordered to be cele- 
brated on fhore, 'the* three captains, Luys de 
Mendofa, Cafpar de Que^ada^ and Juan de Car- 
tagena^ abfented thepifelves; a circumflance 
which filled the admiral with inquietude, be- 
cauie, from their difobedience> as well as from 
other previous fymptonis, he had reafon to iiif- 
ped that a fpirit of difcontent pervaded the ma* 
}ority of his fleet. Thus; like Columbus, his dif- 
ficulties began ^t an early period : becaofe where 
no one knew the courfe with certainty, each ar- 
rogated to himfeif as much right to judge of it 
as another. 

Vni.. I.. -R K 1 
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In thif dilemina, to retani with dlfgrace, W8« 
what Magellan could hot brook ; to proceed was 
to encounter a variety of hardfiiip9> at the fame 
time that he had every thing to apprehend from 
his own people. While contemplating his fitua« 
tion, and before he could come to any precife re- 
folution^ the weather began to grow fevere, and 
the murmurs to increafe, and a confpiracy of the 
three captains being ftrongly fofpe^ed^ the ad- 
miral was induced to call his own (hip's crew to 
arms. In the meantime, as Mendofa was read- 
ing a letter which he had received from the ad- 
miraly he was ftabbed to the heart. . At that in- 
fant a boat was manned with about thirty of the 
'adraifal^s firmed friends, who, boarding the other 
diips, took forty prifoners, who were fnppofed to 
he deepeft in the confpiracy. Ctoezada alone was 
fentenced to be executed, and the body of Men- 
dofa^ was quartered. Thus the oppofi tion was al- 
layed for the time, by this aft of feverity i and 
proper meafores werq concerted for the fleet to 
proceed^ as.foen as the«feafon was favourable. 

In the interim, Serrano was difpatched to exa- 
rmine the American coaft^ along which they were 
•to (ail, ia order to a^ke the wi(hed-for difcovery. 

If we may give credit to the Spanifh^acooaats 
•of this voyage, while they .^rere thus detained en 
the firsfilian coaft, th^ faw men of a gigantic 
'ftature, whofe voices, when earaged, refembied 
-bulls. One of thefe^ame on board, whofe iace 
was as frightful as his voiee was tern£ci aad 
-foch was his height, that an ordinary fized Spani- 
ard could only reach . to his waifi. We «oofider 
this, however, as the ei^bellKhmeat of romance; 
•aad are ibrry- to fay, that this voyage, in general, 
bears marks of a parti^ity for the marvelloos. 

Thai a race above the eommon fiae eaiflsoa 
3 . ^ thii 
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tbts coafty we^all fee coo firmed by future voy*" 
agers, wbofe authentidtf we cannot dxfpate; 
but with all this exaggeration^ it feems the fa« 
vage was peaceable in his deportment^ anil 
thankful for fueh trifling prefents as he receivedy 
till the Spaniards end^voured to put fhackles 
on his legs to fecure him 5 and if he then roared 
out like a bull, we need not wonder, iince the pro- 
vocation and the danger were fufHcient to make 
him exert every faculty both of body and mind. 

He was dreffed in the ikias of fome flrange 
wild beaft$ and we learn> that the people, in 
general, on this coaft^ were habited in a iimilar 
manner. They are defcribed as ignorant and ' 
fuperditious, believing that their country it 
haunted by evil fpirits, of whofe influence they 
lare much afraid. Their weapons were bowa 
and arrows. Their huts were conftruded with 
ikins, and portable from place to place. They 
devoured their jneat with the voracioiffnefs of 
cannibals, without feeming to know any modes 
of previoufly dreffiog it. They ufed a root, called 
Caper, inflead of bread, and drank vafl quantities 
of water with their meals. 

The only religious ideas they feemed to pof- 
fefs, centred in the belief of two beings, one of 
whom they termed Sebetos, who feeroed to be 
fnperior j and the other, whom they denominated 
Chelcule, a fubordinate kind of deity. In this 
barren country, fince called Patagonia, they fet 
up a crofs, and took pofleflion with the ufual fo- 
lemnities. 

Serrano, who, as has been mentioned before, 
was difpatched on an expedition to reconnoitre 
the coaft, dtfcovered a river about a league broad, 
at the entrance, to which he gave the name of 
Saint Clare. He fpeot fix days in examining it, ^ 
B b 2 aaddfl 
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aod'fiftiing for feals; and was afterwards expof* 
ed to a violent dorm, which dafhed his veflel oti 
the Oiore. The crew was faved from the fury 
of the elements* only to fuffer tl^e extremities of 
famine on a barren coaft. In this miferable fitu- 
ation, two of the people were fortunate enough 
to convey intelligence- to the admiral, who dif- 
patched a veilel to their alBiitance, and thus faved 
them from inevitable death; 

At lad, Magellan left the port of St. Julian, 
where he had liaid fo long with little fatisfac- 
tion, on the 24th of Auguft, fetting Juan de 
Cartagena on (hore, together with Pedro San- 
chez Re vora, the priedy for being principals in 
the confpiracy. This puniihment was worfe 
than a thoufand deaths, . as it tantalized them 
with life, while they were denied all its enjoy- 
ments, and even its neceffaries. They were left, 
indeed, with a dock of provifions, but were never 
heard of more. ^ 

About the end of Odober, the fleet reached a 
pronibntory which Magellan named Cape Vir- 
gin, and, perceiving an inlet, fent to explore the 
coaft. On receiving the different reports of the 
perfons deputed on this Expedition, a council of 
the chief officers and pilots was called, in which 
Edevan Gomez, pilot of the Antonio, declared for 
returning home, and was foUovVed by all the 
members, the admiral only excepted, who, with 
a refolution bordering on madnefs, declared, that 
in fpite of tempeft and famine, he was refolved 
to perfevere. The Antonio being afterwards 
lent to explore a nearer paffage than any which 
they had yet a reafon to expelEt, the above pilot, 
together with the purfer, having dabbed the 
mader, carried the Ihip home; and the admiral, 
aving in vain endeavoured, to* coQie .up'with 

her. 
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ber« proceeded on his uncertain voyage. At 
length he fell in with the paflage he had been fo 
long in fearch of, in Ifititude 52 deg. fouth, and 
entered thofe (iraights which will make his 
name immortal. In a tranfport of joy, he named 
the point of land, from which he had this agree- 
able profped. Port Defire/ Much was now ac- 
compliihed> bat much remained to be done. It 
required all his caution and ikiii to fail through 
this new-difcovered .paifage, and before they 
could enter the great South Sea, which was on 
the 28th of December, one year, four months, 
and eighteen days had elapfed> fince their depar« 
ture from Spain. 

On this wide, dnd almoft boundlefs, ocean, 
they wandered between three and four months 
without feeing land, except two defert iilands. 
Their diftrefTes were fo great, that they were re- 
duced to the miferable expedient of eating the 
hides that covered the (hips* rigging, which they 
fleeped in fait water, in order to render them 
more eafy of maftication. To this deplorable 
flate of famine, it is not to be wondered at, that 
ficknefs (hould fucceed; and thofe who were 
not abfolutely difabled by illnefs, found them- 
felves incapable of fubfiftiog on thefe hard vi- 
ands, l>y the gums covering their teeth, by which 
fome were darved to death. It was providential 
for the re(l, who dill were obliged to attend to 
the duty of the ihip, that they were failing on a 
placid fea, impelled by geiltle breezes, from 
whence it was denominated the Pacific Ocean. 

On the 6th of March they fell in with a cluf- 
ter of illands, nam^d the Ladrones, or Ifles of 
Thieves. Here they landed full of hope; but 
found the tofaabitaiits exilling in the moft favage 
and uncifili^ ftate, wUhoat any appearance r 
B b 3 mors 



262 MAGELLAN'S TOYAOB. 

tnoral order or focial contrad among tbem. The 
men were entirely naked, of an olive complexion, 
with long hair depending to their wailis. The 
women were more decent in their appearance, 
baving a partial covering of palm-tree leaves, 
«nd appeared to be very indufirious. But while 
thefe were bulled in domeftic concerns, tbeir hul"- 
bands employed themfelves in thieving abroad, 
and foon became fo troublefome to their new 
guefls, that the Spaniards, after threats, firing 
upon them, and burning fome of their huts, to 
deter them from thefe pradices, but all in vain, 
departed from thence and landed at Zamul, 
about thirty leagues didant. Here it (hould be 
remarked, that though thefe people fecmed fo 
incurably addided to theft, it probably did not 
arife from any innate depravity; but from their 
imperfed notions of the facrcd right of private 
property. When all things are in common, 
whatever pleafes the fancy is taken without any 
fenfe of wrong. The -inhabitants of the La- 
drones, feeing what gratified them, perhaps, had 
no conception that they ihould be debarred from 
being gratified with what they faw. 

Leaving Zamul, they foon came to Humuna, 
a pleafant iHand, and inhabited by a humane 
people, ready to accommodate the vifitors with 
whatever refrefliments the place fupplied. Here 
they recruited their exhaufted ftrengtb*, and then 
pa fling betvireen fcveral more iflands, touched at 
Buthuan,, where they were honourably entertain- 
ed by the king. The natlvesj though ceriainly 
unacquainted with Chrii^ian forms, were obfcrv- 
ed, or fuppofed, by IVragellan,. to make the figxi 
of the crofs at their meals. The king's palace 
•had no more external marks of grandeor than a 
faay iloft^ being ralfe4 upon {ixih, high pofU, that 
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it could n6t be entered without a ladder. Thefe 
iflanders regarded their guefts with particular 
admiration, ^nd even treated them as fuperiors 
in the fcale of being. The foil was faid to be fo 
rich, that pieces of gold, of the fize of hazel- 
nuts, and fome much larger, were lifted from the 
common mould of the country. 

The king was a comely man^ of an. olive com** 
plexion. He was clothed in cotton 3 wore a 
dagger, with a gold haft, by his fide; and was 
decorated with a profufion of gold rings. Ma- 
gellan prefented his majefty with various colour* 
ed cloth, and didributed glalTes, knives, and 
cryftal beads amqng his attendants. It is re- 
]ated> that one of the iflanders offered a Spaniard 
a crown of gold aod a collar for fix threads of 
cryflal beads, but that the admiral would not 
permit^fuch an unequal traffic to be carried on. 
If this is true, it evinces a moderation, which 
few of the Spaniards were inclined to imitate in 
their diflant expeditions. The nativcis were a 
yery lively people, and appeared to have no other 
religious rites among them, than a certain cere- 
mony, which they pra^ifed^ of lifting up their 
hands and eye^ towards heaven, and calling on 
their god Abba. We are farther told, that they 
fuffercd their guefts to ere6t a crofs and a crown 
of thorns; but to this they were induced by a 
pious, fraud of Magellan*8, who perfpaded them, 
that this crofs would proteft them from the 
/dangers of lightning and tempeft, to which this 
A;]inaate is very fubjed. 

Ajfter failing among feveral iflands, moft of 
vvliich afforded fruits, goats, and poultry, which 
fupplies proved extremely beneficial to the mari- 
ners, the fleet arrived at Zubut on the 7th of 
^pril. Here Ihey fir^d a falutepn entering t^** 
. , barb 
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barbour, which at firft threw the iDhabitants 
into great coniilernatioo : but on the natare of 
the compliment being explained, they were 
fpeedily reconciled to their guefts. /The king» 
however^ thought fit to demand tribute for 
touching on his coafts; but this Magellan flatly 
refufed to pay. And bis majedy having been told 
that thefe Grangers were Portuguefe, whofe coun- 
trymen had ftormed Calicut, and were renowned 
for their military achievements in India, judged 
it ad vi fable to defift from his pretenfions; and 
to ftudy to render himfelf as agreeable as he 
could. ^ Magellan, we are gravely told, had in- 
^enfce ' enough to prevail oil this prince, his 
brother, and the queen, to receive the rite of fpi- 
ritual ablution; and that a tota} abolition of 
idolatry took place throughout his dominions in 
the fliort fpace of eight days. That the prince 
or his people might be brought to the nfe of ex- 
ternal forms, is not very improbable; but that 
they could be converted to Cbriilianity was im* 
potable. They could neither underftand the 
language of Magellan, nor could he underfbmd 
theirs : principles they cotild acquire none, with- 
out this medium of communication ^ but it is 
much' to be feared, that, in former times, and 
perhaps now, rites are midaken for eifentials; 
find baptifm^ which is only the initiatory cere- 
!mony, is, by a figure pf language, taken for reli- 
gion itfelf. 

After furmounting as many dangers ad roan 
could undergo; after feeing himfelf in pofleflion 
of bis wilheis, and eftabliihing his chara61er for 
difcernraent and adive ikill to r^moteft ages, the 
time was now approaching, that Magellan was 
to meet his fate. Leaving Zcbnt, he proceeded 
♦-^ the lilc of Mathan. fins was under the go- 

vernmejit 
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l«rrmieht'of two kings, from whom the SpaDi>« 
ards demanded an acknowledgment of tribute. 
This being jaftly refufed, van open rupture en- 
fued ; and the admiral, with ^only iixty Spani- 
ards, gave battle to the natives, wbofe nunnbera 
have been calculated to amount to fix thoufand. 
After a long and (harp confii6t, in which the 
iofa on the iide of the Indians was m^cb lefft 
than might have been expeded, and on both not 
very confiderable; Magellan, being too far ad* 
vanced, was wounded with a poifoned arrow, 
and pierced in the head with a lance, which ter- 
minated his life and 'exploits. Even his body 
was never recovered. 

Some have mantained that he was difpatched 
by his own men, to whom his ftrift difcipline had 
rendered him odious and intolerable. In former 
periods of the voyage, this might have been the 
cafe; but now having reached a land of plenty, 
and furmounted their principal difficulties, it can 
fcarcely be believed, that the Spaniards >^ould 
rilk their own fafety by violating his. Indeed, 
the molt authentic accounts of this unfortunate 
tranfa^ion fay, that his men were much difcoUf 
certed at his lofs. 

Tl^ough Magellan had not the honour of being 
the firft circun^navigator of the globe, as he was 
cut off before the completion of his voyage, yet 
he fhewed the pra&icability of the fcheme; and 
thgfe who followed him had no more claims to 
original difcovery than the followers of 0)lumbusj 
they, indeed, went farther; but they knew the 
track in which they were to go. 

It is probable, hjowever, that Magellan had 
very little idea of meeting with the llraight jthat 
bears his name. His original thought was to 
903Lik dlong to thp foptbward, as the land trend- 
ed. 



ed« and by perfererance* he perfnaded' fainfelf; 
that a boundary would be found to the new con- 
tinent as well as the old. By doubling the Cape 
of Good Hope, a paflage was found into the In- 
dian feas^' and Magellan did not.feem to doubt, 
but fome other promontory exifted« which would 
open a way to the Pacifie Ocean. Thus original 
minds, by combination and refiedion, may ftrike 
out plans, which, though clear to them, could 
nerer have been conceived by ordinary capaci- 
ties, uor executed but by the firft projedors. 

But to return. After the deat^ of Magellan, 
a compsEuy of his followers beitig invited to an 
entertainment on fhore, were treacherouily mur- 
dered ; and only Don Juan Serrano, of all who 
landed, was referved alive, in order to procure a 
large fupply of fire arms and ammunition by 
vray of ranfom. But thofe who remained od 
board, fearful of being trepanned, would have 
no farther intercourfe with this perfidious peo- 
ple, and failed away, leaving the unfortunate 
Serrano to their mercy. 

The company on board, which amounted to 
eighty men, held on their courfe towards the 
Moluccas, of which Magellan had received fome 
intelligence before his catadrophe. At Behol 
they burned the (hip Conception, and diftributed 
the hands in the other two. From thence they 
proceeded to Pavilogban and Chippit, where 
there was gold, with plenty of goats, fruits, and 
fpices. The natives treated tbcm in a very ami- 
cable manners and the prince fiained his body 
with blood, as a fymbol of the covenant of peace. 

After touching at Caghinan and Puloan> they 
arrived at Borneo, after weathering a teropefi. 
They found the ifland very populous. The king 
-r^^ a Moor, and obferved great flate. His ca- 
pital 
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pital contained twenty-five ilioufand hoofes. 
Cao^pbor, cinnacnon, oranges^ and letnong^ were 
the principal prodndions of the country. While 
they lay here, they were attacked by an Indian 
fleet which they defeated, taking an Indiaa 
prince prifoner, who, through negligence or de« 
£gn, was permitted to efdape. 

Faffing fome other iilands, they fteered for the 
Moluccas; and, after fuflaining another ftorm, 
reached Tiridore, the chief of thefe illandi^, on 
the 8th of November. Thas one object of the 
voyage was accompliflied, to fail to the Moluccas 
by the weft. They, found thefe iilands to be five 
in number, abounding in oranges, lemons, pome- 
granates, and rich fpices. The inhabitants were 
Moors and Pagans 5 the latter of which, among 
other abfurdities, were laid to worihip- the firi: 
objed they met in the mornings though, in 
,point of fuperftition, the Mahometans, in gene- 
ral, exceeded them. 

Having (^ned a warehonfe, an advantageona 
(trade, commenced with the natives. Cloth, 
glafs, and quickfiiver, found a re^dy exchange 
for doves and otKer valuable produfiUons of 
thofe iflands. Provifiona were abundant and 
f^ood, of which the Spaniards laid in a compe- 
tent fapply> At their departure, they were fao« 
Aoorcd by the attendance of the kings of feveral 
af the Moluccas, as far at Mare, where they took 
im affedionate leave. 

The company was now reduced to forty-fix Spa« 
niards and thirteen Indians. In their courfethey 
touched at Timor, where ginger and white fander 
wood abounded, as well as n^efliry provifions. 
From hence they intended to fhape their courfe 
^ for the Cape of CJoed Hope, but after long wait* 
ing for a favourable. wind, thqr ran down to la- 
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tUude 42 deg; foutb. Avoiding Ivr<$fambi<|uc, 
from an apprehen (ion- of meeting with rhd Por- 
tnguefe, rhefe adventurers were reduced to the 
latldiftrers for provifions. In this titijation they 
reached the Cape de Verd lUands, where, oot- 
•witbrtanding th^ faa4 ca&felbr fear, fucb was 
tbUi prefling want, that >tUeychofe rather to 
't^fl^eiDg detained th^i Coc^'eYiQi i^ith famine. 
jl^Stft^hey vtere ftipphed'Witrh|)rovifions; bur, 
yjpi landing again,. thirteen o€ the crew were feiz- 
• ed and "made prifonem; The reft, fearful of the 
fanae fate, and unaWe to contend, tet fail with- 
trutthem. Favourable gales attecded their pro- 
grefe^apd, on. the 7th of. September, they arrived 
in fafeiy at^the poj-t-ofSt. Lucar, under the 
condn6t\of J^ohn Sebal^iwn* "Gamo, after circiiro- 
navi gating the globe in three yearf? and; thirty- 
^ven days. . Of the .whole fcjSBadiJp^i^bnly one 
Ihip had the good fortcne to retm.n to Spain, 
and of two hundred and thiriy*^ur olKoers and 
feameo, the coroplament at' fettiiig oat; only 
.thirtoen Spaniards ftirvivcd to VMt their native 
Jand. 5 ' ' 

. Don Sebaftian Camo was received -wrtfa very 
extraordinary hotiour by ^he Enoperor Charles V. 
IRrho, ta difiiagaiih him and his poderity for 
-ever, afiigned him the terredrial globe for his 
:sLrrm, with the motto fkimos mb circumdbbis- 
'Ti, Tou. Lave firji Jurrcuudid me. He, like wife, 
*cam« in for many liberal rewards, wbfch, bad 
Magdlaa livedo wotUd have been peccdiarly his 
'due. .•..-•;. 
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